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Heat turning up on Paul Johnson

By Fletcher Proctor

hen Georgia Tech hired Paul Johnson

as its head coach before the 2008 sea-
son, plenty of eyebrows were raised. Could
his offense really work at a big school? Will
he go over well with the boosters? Can he
recruit well enough to have success in the
ACC? Georgia Tech fans seemed to think the
answers were yes, yes and yes after beating
Georgia in 2008 then going to the Orange
Bowl in 2009 after winning the ACC title.

Things have gotten a little rocky since then.
As Chan Gailey’s players began leaving for the
NFL, Johnson’s record has taken a sharp detour
south, and suddenly the gruff and pointed an-
swers aren’t as fun when the team is struggling
to make a bowl game. Johnson has long been

a character in the media with various person-
alities doing impressions or calling him out for
not making radio appearances for one reason or
another. Now the AJC is taking a shot or two at
Johnson after Georgia Tech blew a second lead
to an ACC foe to drop to 1-2 in conference play
then fell to Middle Tennessee State.

THE HATE RAY ...

The AJC’s Mark Bradley, long known
for needling local coaches (see: Hewitt, Paul;
Richt, Mark), recently turned his hate ray on
Johnson, arguing that the Tech coach is “drag-
ging Tech back to mediocrity.”

“Yes, he’s the same coach who went 20-7
in his first two seasons here, beating Georgia

in Year 1 and winning the ACC title (since
vacated) in Year 2,” Bradley wrote in an AJC.
com column. “That’s the trouble: He’s still the
same coach and he’s coaching the same way.”

Bradley criticizes the way Johnson recruits
and puts his players in positions to perform. He
seems to believe that Johnson is simply trying
to outsmart the opposition instead of getting the
best players to run his offense, which he had
carlier in his career at Georgia Tech.

“Johnson might think recruiting rankings
don’t matter, but we’re seeing now the limits of
a team that has talent closer to Georgia South-
ern’s than, say, Georgia’s,” finished Bradley.

Johnson’s gruffness continued last week
at his weekly press conference, heard on
Tech’s flagship radio station, 790 The Zone.
When asked by a reporter if he felt he still
had the confidence of Tech’s administration,
Johnson quickly spat back at the reporter
that he’d have to ask the administration af-
ter a scoff of disbelief. After several seconds
of silence the reporter followed up asking if
Johnson thought he still had the support of
the fans, and Johnson once again pointedly
responded that there seemed to be plenty of
fans in the stadium Saturday.

Johnson may not like doing press confer-
ences and interviews, but in the past, remarks

such as his now-infamous Walmart reference
have been a source of smiles for Georgia Tech
fans. Now that things are a bit rocky, the uneasi-
ness with the media may turn out to hurt John-
son, as folks could begin to turn on him. He
certainly did himself no favors losing to Middle
Tennessee State last Saturday. The underlying
feeling is defensive coordinator Al Groh is cer-
tainly gone, but Johnson may receive another
year. The seat, however, is very hot on the Flats.

A WELCOME ADDITION ...

Brian Finneran joined 680 The Fan’s
Rude Awakening recently and it has been a
refreshing change to hear someone with a
sports background that doesn’t easily relent
to Christopher Rude’s antics. Rude’s per-
sonalty on the sports radio station has often
veered away from sports, as he highlights pop
culture with talk of popular singing competi-
tions and other random non-sports stories. He
and Sandra Golden constantly slip into a Bert
Show knockoff and often rope Leo Mazzone
into non-sports fodder. It is refreshing that
Finneran has yet to fall victim to the mind-
less drivel that the show sometimes slips into
when listeners tune in to hear sports talk.

Proctor  can  be  reached
fproctor@scoreatl.com.

at

LONERRSe BTN

Georgia defense needs improvement

By Chris Lionetti

What a year 2011 was for the Georgia Bull-
dogs. What a year indeed. The Bulldogs
started the season 0-2 after a horrific loss to
South Carolina, but won their next 10 games
to get to the SEC Championship game. That
stretch, aided by one of the nation’s best re-
turning defenses, catapulted the team into the
preseason top 10.

However, five fgames into the 2012 sea-
son, that stellar defense has yet to make an
appearance.

LEAKING WATER ...

Yes, the Dawgs are 5-0 and are averaging
over 47 points scored a game, but last week’s
game against Tennessee exposed some seri-
ous chinks in the Bulldogs’ armor. Tennessee
has one of the better offenses in the SEC, but

the fact that the Volunteers scored 44 points
on Georgia was a surprise to everyone. The
Vols were able to run the ball at will and got
the b\i% [11313)’ when they needed it.

at happened to a defense that held
opponents to fewer than 80 rushing yards
per game last year and was considered to be
among the elite?

PLENTY OF EXCUSES ...

__ Some will blame the suspensions for Geor-

ia’s subpar defensive efforts in 2012 and while
there is some truth to that, it cannot shoulder the
blame. Any defense would perform at less than
100 percent without players such as Alec Ogle-
tree, Bacarri Rambo and Sanders Commings,
but in professional and collegiate football, you
make no excuses. Todd Grantham made 1t a

point earlier in the season that Georgia had to
glay who it had and he expected his players’

est efforts. Yes, the suspensions hurt the de-
fense, but saying they are the reason for a medi-
ocre defense is the same as saying a child failed
a test because he didn’t have his crayon. There
are multiple crayons in the crayon box and they
all perform the same task.

Last season, the Georgia Bulldogs took
reat pride in their defense. When asked to
escribe the defense, Georgia coaches used

the words “top” or “elite.” This year, the
coaches tend to stay away from those words.

“People wanted to talk about our de-

fense and whether it was going to be a great
defense,” head coach Mark Richt said at his
Tuesday press conference. “What I said was
what I’'m most concerned about is when the
game is on the line, are we going to be able to
make the play in the moment of truth?”

Like it or not, in the SEC, teams cannot

%et by with poor defensive efforts. In foot-

all, the mantra many live by is “defense wins
championshiﬁ)s.” Georgia simply doesn’t have
a championship defense at this point.

SEC-CALIBER? ...

Most would counter the aforementioned
statement with the fact that Georgia is enjoying
one of its better offensive years in recent memory.

Georgia currently boasts the SEC’s top
offense and it is largely due to the perfor-

mances of Todd Gurley, Keith Marshall and
Aaron Murray. Though, in a league full of to
defenses, can Georgia reallr}/ rely on its of-
fense to outscore opponents’

The answer is possibly. Games are won
by putting points on the board. Numerous
teams have taken this route to the national
championship game in recent years. Ore-

on did it two years ago and Oklahoma did
the same thing four years ago. Both teams
failed to win the championship because they
matched up poorly against SEC defenses.

Georgia is an SEC team, so it should
matchup with SEC defenses, right? Yes, but
that is not my point.

My Eoint is Geor%iz; isXIferforming like a
team in the Pac-12 or Big XII. Great offense,
but little defense. The teams in those confer-
ences are often viewed as inferior to SEC
teams because it is believed that their offenses
won’t be as electric against an SEC-caliber
defense. That and their defense couldn’t stop
their SEC opponent from running up the score.

Georgia, I feel, is in this position. The
Bulldogs can score points like the rest of the
top offenses, but if they want to win a cham-
pionship, they need to find the pixie dust that
turns the defense into the 2011 version. If
not, a Florida or South Carolina may cut their
chami).lonshlp run short.

i

VATLTAA

4 | OCTOBER 5-11, 2012 | VOL. 8 ISS. 18

2630 0/d Milton P,
770.619.3988

[

, #140
Alpharetta, GA 30004

L L =0 NWH - BN =
THE PROFESSIONAL DIFFERENCE IN DOG

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 15% OFF ANY SERVICE!

12916 Hwy. 92
Woodstock, GA 30188
770.582.6960

1793 Beaver Ruin Rd.
Naorcross, GA 300893
770.931.2411

TRAINING

onetti can be reached  at
clionetti@scoreatl.com.
Training *Grooming

Boarding =Pet Supplies




COVER STORY

Baseball legend nears last hurrah

By Ricky Dimon

ith the 2012 regular season now over,

Chipper Jones enters the postseason
hitting .281 with 14 homers, 62 RBIs and 58
runs scored in just 386 at-bats. Those do not
appear to be the numbers of a man who will
be hanging up his bat and glove in a matter of
days or, hopefully, weeks. But that that’s ex-
actly what Jones, 40, is doing after 19 seasons
with the Atlanta Braves.

COOPERSTOWN CALLING ...

What he has done over those 19 seasons
is sure to send him to the Hall of Fame, like-
ly on the first ballot in 2017. Jones has belted
468 career home runs, the most ever among

National League switch-hitters (third overall
among switch-hitters behind Mickey Mantle
and Eddie Murray). Other records held by
the Atlanta legend include most home runs
in a season by an NL switch-hitter (45 in
1999), most consecutive games with an ex-
tra-base hit (14 in 2007) and most consecu-
tive 20-homer seasons to begin a career (14).
As of Wednesday afternoon, Jones owns
2,726 career hits, 1,623 RBIs and 1,619 runs
scored to go along with a lifetime .303 bat-
ting average.

None of those gaudy numbers and sta-
tistics, however, can accurately measure what
he has accomplished as a team player. Jones
helped lead the Braves to 11 of their 14 con-
secutive division titles from 1991 to 2005 (his
first full season was 1995). He has delivered
three National League pennants to Atlanta in
addition to the 1995 World Series title. He
punched a ticket to 12 postseasons—all, of
course, with the Braves.

Jones is on the brink, relatively speaking,
of two career milestones. He is two produc-
tive seasons away from both 3,000 hits and
500 home runs. He’s also on a young team
that just made the playoffs for the second time
in three years, a clear sign that Atlanta is on
the rise. Alas, much to the chagrin of Braves
fans, the end is here.

“Nights like tonight are really cool and
I’ll never forget them,” Jones said back in
August on Chipper Jones Bobblehead Day at
Turner Field. “But I’m ready to do something
else. Do I think I can come back next year and
play? Yes. I don’t want to. That’s what people
don’t get. I’ve made promises to the most im-
portant people in my life, and I’'m not going
back on that promise.”

SWEET SWANSONG ...

Even at 40-years old, really cool nights
were the norm for Jones during the regular
season. On May 2 at home he ended an ab-

solutely outrageous game against the Phillies
with a two-run walkoff homer in the bottom
of the 11th inning to win it 15-13. Three days
later in Colorado, he tied his career high with
five RBIs as the Braves erased a 6-0 deficit
and won 13-9. On July 3 at Turner Field he
came up with the third five-hit game of his il-
lustrious career, going 5-for-5 with four RBIs
in a 10-3 blowout of the Cubs. On Aug. 16
he treated the home crowd to his first multi-
homer game since June 7, 2009, blasting two
dingers in a 6-0 shutout of San Diego.

All of that led to Sept. 25, when the
Braves clinched a playoff spot in pulsating
fashion. Trailing Miami 3-2 going into the
bottom of the ninth, Jones led off the final
frame with a scorching double to right-center.
Next up was Freddie Freeman, who promptly
delivered a two-run, 411-foot shot that sent
the Turner Field faithful into delirium—and
Atlanta straight into the postseason.

“Chipper’s last year...it couldn’t be a
better story,” Brian McCann exclaimed in
the midst of a champagne-drenched celebra-
tion. “We were all saying that he’s going to do
something special.”

CHOPPING FOR CHIPPER ...

Braves’ manager Fredi Gonzalez was not
about to sit Jones last week at Turner Field—
not even once. That the Nationals had not yet
clinched the NL East made the decision a no-
brainer, but it’s safe to say Jones would have
been out there, no matter what, for his final
regular season homestand. He took to Twitter
before the homestand and posted the following:
“To answer all ur questions....Im playing every
day this week.....get ur butts to the Ted!!!”

They got their butts to the Ted alright,
even though Tuesday’s victory assured that
the homestand would not be Jones’ last ap-
pearance in Atlanta. It may not have been his
last, but it was memorable.

What began with the wild win over the
Marlins ended in a 5-1 record over six games
and gave Braves County something to cele-
brate every single day. The only game Atlanta
lost happened to be part of “Chipper Jones
Tribute Night” last Friday.

“] was an emotional wreck,” Jones told
the AJC after going hitless in a 3-1 loss to the
Mets. “I think I had a tear planted in the cor-
ner of my eye basically all night. It’s pretty
tough to hit when you’re misty like that....
It’s so overwhelming. And the support and

the love in the ballpark tonight was just some-
thing that it’s hard to prepare yourself for.”

Some of that love came from former
manager Bobby Cox during pregame festivi-
ties. “I simply want to thank Chip for allow-
ing me to be his manager for so many years,”
Cox said. “Players go through free agency,
and many times when free agency came up,
Chipper elected to stay loyal to the organiza-
tion and you, the fans. I want to say to Chip-
per to keep that rope in his mouth and keep
pulling Fredi and his troops to 12 more games
and the World Series.”

Another World Series would be nice,
but one is enough to ensure that Jones has
literally done it all. He’s an MVP (1999), a
batting champion (2008), a division winner,
a pennant winner and, to top it all, a world
champion. Thanks for everything, Chipper.

Photos courtesy of DJ Galbiati and
Pouya Dianat/Atlanta Braves. Dimon can be
reached at rdimon@scoreatl.com.
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OUR THOUGHTS
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THUMBS UP
TO GURSHALL

Brian Downing

This is the Alabama fan who infa-
mously exposed his male parts and
made obscene movements near/on
a passed out LSU fan after the na-
tional championship game in Janu-
ary. Downing has been sentenced
two years of jail time. That guy is
a disgrace and embarrassment to
Alabama and SEC fans everywhere.
Enjoy the slammer, Downing.

Ryder Cup meltdown

Are these guys for real? The
Americans (with the exception of
Tiger Woods and his hand-picked
partner, Steve Stricker) dominated
Medinah for the first four sessions
only to implode in historic fashion
during the Sunday singles match-
es. Woods and Stricker finished
the weekend a combined 0-7-1.

Freshmen sensations

The two Bulldog freshman running backs
from North Carolina, Todd Gurley and Keith
Marshall, are drawing comparisons to -
dare we say the name — Herschel Walker.
Herschel wore jersey No. 34. Gurley wears
No. 3 and Marshall No. 4. Gurley leads the
SEC in scoring and rushing yards. Mar-
shall had a breakout game (164 yards, two

| touchdowns) against who else? Tennessee.

One-game wildcard

Last year, we would have clamored for
a one-game playoff after the Braves’
September swoon left them out of the
postseason, but this year we don’t like
the idea of 93 wins being washed away
by just one game. And with Kris Medlen
starting the play-in game, we’ll miss him

Not exactly a dream team. early in the NLDS.
[ ]
1 I\ TINU
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Craig Kimbrel

Kimbrel probably won’t win the
Cy Young award because re-
lievers rarely receive more than
token consideration, but he’s
worthy of attention in 2012. His
strikeouts-to-innings pitched ra-
tio is the best ever. He’s allowed
19 hits and eight walks... since
April. His ERA is 1.12 for the
season. That’s all-time stuff.

Matt Ryan

While the American Ryder Cup
team couldn’t handle the Sunday
pressure, at least one avid golfer
did. Matty Ice was beaten down af-
ter seven sacks by Carolina, yet led
a last-minute drive 77 yards from
his own one-yard line to set up the
winning field goal. His 112.1 rating
leads NFL quarterbacks.

NC

THUMBS DOWN
TO MELTING DOWN

“And then, on the very last
play of the (practice), he was
engaged in a block and was
just working it. And as he
was moving — no one ran
into him or rolled into him or
anything like that — his knee
buckled. And there it was.”

How many
closers have won
the Cy Young
in the history of
the award?

Answer on Page 14

BATTLE IN CAROLINA: This_is the
game that SEC fans have been waiting for
as Georgia plays South Carolina in what
could be one of the biggest SEC games of
the year. Can Aaron Murray finally get that
big win everyone’s been waiting for or will
the Gamecocks defeat the Bulldogs for the
third consecutive year?

MAJOR ISSUES: Georgia Tech looked to
get an easy win over MTSU. Well, it was L
an easy‘ win for the Blue Raiders as they Consecutive field goals made by

dominated Tech 49-28. It’s easy to say the ;
defense is_hurting Tech this Xeasony but 5 :\g:t“yz;yram’ dating to December of

something is just not right about this team.
Something isn’t clicking and head coach
1 12 1 Matt Ryan’s NFL-best quarterback
o I rating through four games

Times in franchise history the
Falcons have started a season 4-0
(1986, 2004, 2012)

The Falcons’ division lead after four
3 games, the largest such margin in
the NFL

- UGA coach Mark Richt on
WR Michael Bennett’s
season-ending knee injury.

Paul Johnson has to get it fixed right away.
The Jackets play Clemson on Saturday.

THRILLER IN THE DOME: The Falcons
are 4-0 thanks to Matt Ryan hlll_mgsRoddy
White for a 59-yard pass play with'59 sec-
ond left, ultimately setting up Matt Bryant’s

Consecutive minutes led by the
Falcons to begin the season until

183

ame-winning field goal with 10 seconds
eft to beat the Carolina Panthers. A win
like that shows_how resilient this team is
and will pay dividends down the road. How-
ever, lhe‘x,hop_e to play better against RGlII
and the ashington Redskins on Sunday.

PLAYOFF TIME: It's do or die time for the
Braves as_they play their one-game wild
card ?Iay-ln gflm_e tonight. The Braves will
face the St. Louis Cardinals and nothing
would be sweeter than eliminating the de-
fending World Series Ghampions at Turner
Field. Kris Medlen will be on the mound for
the Braves. The Braves have not lost when
he is on the mound since 2010.

EAST COBB WAR: This is a game every-
one in the state has been waiting for as
Walton takes_on Lassiter tonight. The Raid-

ers beat the Trojans in the state semifinals
last year, but Lassiter is a lot stronger

= W N -

this year and ready to take that next step.
This game could determine the winner of
Region 5-AAAAAA, so to say it’s a crucial

ame is an understatement. You can watch

e game on GPB.org/sports.

7

23
27

Carolina led 7-0

Runs allowed by Craig Kimbrel in

September (13 appearances & 12.2

innings)

Walkoff home runs in MLB history
that have clinched a postseason
berth

Consecutive Kris Medlen starts won
by the Braves, setting a MLB record

Consecutive scoreless appearances
by Eric 0’Flaherty, dating to July 15

Playoff games — before Friday — for

Chipper Jones, ninth most in MLB
history
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COACH’S DIARY

New Centennial football coach Jeffrey Carl-

berg is in the middle of his first year
as head coach of the Knights, and

he has invited Score along for

the ride during his first year at

the helm. Here are highlights
from the past week:

After our impressive of-
fensive output against Johns
Creek, we could not slow
down one of the better teams in
the state, West Forsyth. Chase
Rosenberg and Christian Rob-
inson connected for another
touchdown as those two have
really found a rhythm.

The bye week comes at a good time

and the team can take a Friday night off to

recharge the batteries. After three
straight road games, it will be

~ nice to play in front of the
"1 Centennial community at
’ the Fortress for three straight
games. It is hard to believe

that we’ve only played one
home game so far this season.

Our homecoming game

next Friday should be a good

one against a great opponent.

We will host Lambert in front

of our incredible fans with the
world watching on GPB.org. We

are excited for the game and hope

that our fans pack the Fortress in a big way.
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TRANSFER TREND

Transfers a “fact of life” in Atlanta

By Stephen Black

igh school coaches in this state have a lot

to worry about when it comes to transfers.
According to GHSA rules, if a transfer was
persuaded at all by “undue influence,” schools
can be in violation of the transfer and recruit-
ing by-laws. As discussed in a previous story
in Score Atlanta, “undue influence” covers a
lot of areas.

In light of the David Boyd investigation at
Milton, one of the state’s most prominent bas-
ketball programs, the rules regarding transfers
and recruiting have been a hot topic of late.

ON THE MOVE ...

In a transient area like Atlanta, schools are
almost on top of each other due to population
clusters and people are more likely to move for
a variety of reasons. One of those reasons is for
kids to get the best education, and sometimes, to
play for the best local program.

“There’s probably not a school in the state
that doesn’t have somebody move in or some-
body leave,” said Lassiter coach Jep Irwin. “I
think it’s just a fact of life in high school foot-
ball, especially in the metro area where parents
are willing to move and it’s not that far of a
move. ... Parents are more willing to do that and
they want to take their kids to a place where they
can be successful.”

Irwin knows, as his program took in five
transfers during the offseason from area pro-
grams. The influx of transfers to Lassiter came
Jjust one year after running back Tyren Jones left
the Lassiter district to move further south in the
castern part of Cobb County to rival Walton,
where Jones has starred the past two seasons.
While many in the Trojan Nation were furious
about the loss of a future star to a rival program,
Irwin can understand why families transfer.

“I think transfers are a fact of life. I think

it’s the parents’ right, if they want to move
somewhere and take a kid somewhere, then
they just want what’s best for their kid,” said Ir-
win. “Obviously, we have a tremendous school
just like Walton does, so it’s a lot more attrac-
tive for someone to think about moving into an
area where it’s a great place to live and a great
school. It’s just kind of a trend we’re going
through right now.”

HOOPS HOTBEDS ...

While football coaches are just now adjust-
ing to the trend, basketball coaches have per-
fected the art of the transfer over the last decade
or two. Some of the top high school players in
the nation move to better high school programs
during their careers, sometimes on multiple oc-
casions.

Making sure the new transfers are enrolled
and moved in according to GHSA rules is of
high importance to Wheeler’s Doug Lipscomb
and Norcross’ Jesse McMillan, coaches of two
of the top programs in the state.

McMillan detailed the process Norcross
uses to make sure all Blue Devils transfers are

handled well within GHSA rules.

“Basically what happens, and what is nor-
mal, is when the parents call the school or come
by the school to talk, normally, they’re directed
to our counseling office and our athletic director,
and they’ll sit and talk to the athletic director
and he’ll lay everything out as far as what the
requirements are for admissions,” said McMil-
lan. “So the counseling department will provide
them with the requirements they need to gain
admission, which is the residency in our district,
the proof of utilities and the official withdrawal
from the previous school.”

Lipscomb goes far to make sure his kids
are moved into the Wheeler district.

“I’m going to take (the player) home and
make sure that’s where he lives,” said Lip-
scomb. “I don’t have a problem with giving a
kid a ride home.”

While transfers remain a growing trend in
high school athletics, investigations are rare,
which shows that most coaches and programs
do take the right path to success.

Black can be
sblack@scoreatl.com.

reached at



HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Titans, Bulldogs set for region showdown

By Ricky Dimon

Playoff positioning will be at stake when Blessed
Trinity hosts Decatur in a crucial Region 6-AAA
matchup next Friday night. The Titans and Bulldogs
are Eart of a loaded region that also includes St. Pius
X (4-1, 1-0), Cedar Grove (3-2, 1-0) and Woodward
Academy 32, 0-1), so every game matters as the
battle for four postseason spots heats up.

Blessed Trinity (4-1, 1-0) kicked off the
season with a 25-20 victory over Westminster
and the Titans have bounced back impressively
from a 24-7 loss to Lovett in their second game.
The Titans took care of Hart County and White
County, then ol'i)ened region gla{j by defeatin
Woodward 21-14 on Sept. 28. Coming off o
a bye week, they will be well-rested and ener-
gized for Decatur.

STELIl.lAR SENIOR ...

The Titans are led by senior quarterback
Spencer McManes, who struggled against Lovett,
but has otherwise been stellar. McManes has com-
pleted 37 of 82 passes for 509 yards, six touch-
downs and six interceptions. In four wins, he has
completed almost half of his attempts while throw-
i\I/IF or six scores compared to just two picks. Mc-

anes spreads the wealth around, having tossed
all six touchdowns to six different receivers. But
his favorite target is senior Sam Roberts, who has
14 receptions for 264 yards and a score. On the
ground, freshman running back Milton Shelton

has torched opposing defenses for 431 yards and
three touchdowns on 80 carries.

Decatur (3-2, 0-1) lost its opener to Grady
and fell to Cedar Grove on Sept. 29, but in be-
tween those setbacks the team reeled off three
straight wins—at the expense of Therrell
Greenville and Clarkston. The Bulldogs hoste
Woodward on Friday night, but results were not
available at press time.

DUAL THREAT ... . _
An effort to stop Blessed Trinity’s attack will
be spearheaded by junior cornerback Terryon Rob-
inson, who suffered a high-ankle sprain in early
September, but looked close to_ 100 percent when
he picked off two passes against Cedar Grove.
Robinson also returned an interception 101 ?/ards
for a touchdown in a 46-7 blowout of Therrell.
~ Robinson stars on offense as well, along
with fellow receivers Perez and Terez Cowan,
who are identical twins. Hléhly-tquted sopho-
more quarterback Devontae Carter is dangerous
by himself, but with those weapons at his dis-
posal he is an even bigger threat on every play.
Additionally, Blessed Trinity will have to watc
out for halfback Elijah Rachel and fullback Nic
Bentley, who also roams the middle of Deca-
tur’s defense at linebacker.
Dimon can be
rdimon@scoreatl.com.

reached at
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Centennial hoping to turn fortunes at home

By Fletcher Proctor

The Centennial Knights return to the Fortress
for just their second home game of the sea-
son seeking their first win. Centennial last suited
up at home back on Sept. 7 in a loss to Etowah
before hitting the road to face Milton, Johns
Creek and West Forsyth. The Knights will wel-
come in Lambert as the 2012 Homecoming op-
ponent on Oct. 12, an opponent that is not a typi-
cal homecoming foe. Lambert has jurrl%)ed out
to a 5-0 start after dispatching Etowah, Roswell,
Northview, South Forsyth and North Forsyth.

Sid Maxwell’s team is anchored by son
Brock Maxwell, the team’s quarterback. Max-
well rushed for a pair of scores in the 21-7 win
over North Forsyth and he has seven rushing
scores and two passing touchdowns on the sea-
son. Daniel Myers is also a strong and capable
runner coming out of the backfield. Myers put
up nearl}{\IISO yards and two scores in the win
against Northview. Jake Vazquez is another
weapon in the running attack.

Should the game come down to a kick,
Maxwell can turn to either his son or Ryan Kar-
jala, who helped Lambert to a 19-17 win over

oswell with a late 35-yard field goal.

NEW-LOOK KNIGHTS ...

Jeff Carlberg switched up the offensive
attack when he came to Centennial during the

offseason. Senior Chase Rosenberg took over at
quarterback as the offense moved to a spread at-
tack. Rosenberg went off against Johns Creek,
putting up 409 all-purpose Kards with 347 pass-
1n§ yards and three scores. Rosenberg has found
reliable targets in Christian Robinson and Mat-
thew Harries. Robinson hauled in a long scoring
reception against West Forsyth and two others
against Johns Creek. Harries snagged five pass-
es for 121 yards against Johns Creek. The of-
fensive line is anchored by Vincent Calhoun and
Alexander Yankey.

Carlberg’s forte is defense and his unit is
led by co-captain Ryan Bennett at linebacker
with Andrew and Alex Estes up front alongside
Caleb Howard. Nick Barton is a capable defen-
sive back.

QUARTERBACK SHOWDOWN ...

Both quarterbacks will play at the next
level as Rosenberg has gone on several visits to
Ivy League schools and has been invited to visit
Vanderbilt. Meanwhile, Maxwell will play base-
ball at South Carolina, though the football team
could try to impress him much the way Steve
Spurrier snagged Bruce Ellington from the bas-
ketball team.

Proctor can be
fproctor@scoreatl.com.

reached at
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No. 1 Buford softhall reaches miIésione

By Stephen Black

lass AAA No. 1 Buford clinched a berth in

the state playoffs with wins over East Hall
and Fannin County in the Region 7-AAA tour-
nament Saturday. Emily Crocker earned the win
against East Hall while Briana Bush got her 13th
win against Fannin County. Jordan Deep was
6-for-8 with five RBIs in the two games. The
win over Fannin County gave Buford its 300th
all-time win in fastpitch softball. The Wolves
are hitting .357 as a team and are holding oppo-
nents to a .201 average. Buford was set to face
Dawson County in the region tournament, but
the result was not available at press deadline.

In other softball action, Creekview shut
out Northview 12-0 last week to clinch a berth
in the Region 7-AAAAA region finals at Pope.
The Grizzlies were set to face the Greyhounds
in a three-game series. Class AAAAAA No. 1
Lassiter finished the regular season 25-2-1 and
won its first game in the Region 5-AAAAAA
tournament over Roswell 7-0. The Trojans have
won 10 straight games.

Walker struggled to a 10-13 regular-season
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record but improved greatly on last year’s 3-22 fin-
ish. Sophomore Katlin Seger has helped the Wol-
verines by hitting .594 with 15 doubles and a home
run. Meanwhile, Fellowship Christian’s Dariean
Ward, a junior, and Olivia Karam, a freshman, are
among the state leaders in batting average. In 11
games, Ward is hitting .784 and Karam 1s batting
.771. Ward has also homered 10 times.

South Paulding sophomore pitcher Mada-
son Messer has 15 of her team’s 19 wins this
season. Messer carries a 15-4 record with 16
complete games and seven shutouts.

BOUNCING BACK ...

Class AAA No. 2 Woodward Academy vol-
leyball bounced back nicely after taking a loss in
the Tournament of Champions Finals in South Car-
olina. Coach Tad Sahara’s squad won five matches
between Thursday and Saturday without dropping
a set. The War Eagles beat Class AAAAAA No.
2 Harrison, Class AAAA No. 4 Southeast Whit-
field, Class AA No. 10 Lovett, Central-Carroll and
Haralson County during the impressive three-day

stretch. The hitting duo of seniors Sydney Cooper
and Lexie Norfleet continues to impress. Cooper
leads the state in hitting percentage at .465 with
158 kills while Norfleet is third in hitting with a
414 percentage and 142 kills.

Senior outside hitter Amanda Dachs has led
Northview this season to a 30-9 record and a No.
4 ranking in the Class AAAAA Score Atlanta vol-
leyball poll. Dachs leads the state with 462 kills.

Class A No. 4 Landmark Christian has ben-
efited from exceptional serving this season. The
War Eagles, who are 28-14 and in first place
in Region 3-A, feature possibly the state’s top
server in senior Tiffany Creamer, who has a
state-best 115 service aces this season. When
Creamer isn’t acing opponents, junior Lilly Kes-
sler is. Kessler has 59 aces in 86 games this year.

Finally, Class AAAAAA No. 1 Walton
took care of business Tuesday on Senior Night
by defeating region rivals Roswell and Etowah
2-0 in each match.

RUNNING FREE ...

Reilly Friedman, of Class A No. 3 Gal-
loway, won the varsity blue race at the Aubrae
Gunderson Invitational at Heritage-Conyers last
Saturday. Friedman’s Gaels came in sixth as a
team, while Class A No. 1 Athens Academy won
the meet and Class AA No. 1 Westminster came
in second. In the boys varsity red race, South-
west DeKalb’s Jacques Williams won the race
and his team finished eighth.

Behind winner Winder-Barrow was Rock-
dale County in second and Mountain View at No.
3. Class AAAAA No. 1 Mclntosh came in second
in the varsity white race as Brad Hort and Sidney
Speir finished 1-2 for the Chiefs. Class AAAAA

No. 5 Flowery Branch won the race behind six
harriers in the top 27 and seven in the top 31.

In the girls blue race, Class AAAA No. 2
Alexander won as Brittany Truitt finished sec-
ond and four other Cougars came in the top nine.
Winder-Barrow won the girls red race while
Class AAAAAA No. 4 Brookwood came in sec-
ond and Mountain View finished third.

Photo courtesy of the GHSA. Black can be
reached at sblack@scoreatl.com.
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WEBCAST GAME
OF THE WEEK

BLESSED TRINITY
TITANS

Head Coach Tim McFarlin

Name

tﬂmﬂmu\hwl\’—‘*

Jordan Denson
Spencer McManes
Timmy Mertz
Carter McManes
Dylan Cote

Chris Keegan
Robert Voll
Nathan Etheridge
Robert McQuaid
John Davis

Ryan Mediate
Sam Roberts
Connor O’Neill
Patrick Jasinski
Jared Porter
Conor Davis

Will Galloway
Chris Siebert
Zach Stickney
Casey Bradley
Kyle Evans
Conor Hargen
Christian Wood
Patrick Holland
Colin Bradley
Mitchell Rostowsky
Will Check

Ryan Grady
Chris Hagemeyer
Milton Shelton
John Castro

Will Slaten

Chris Romero
Andrew O’Brien
Chad Manthey
Jon Jon Yu
Cameron Nolan
Nick Casaburri
Garrett Dupuis
Joe Johnson
Andrew Massaro
Jake Bogosian
Adam Makuck
Myles Kinder
Mike Olson

Joe Camacho
Tucker Etheridge
Zach Mitchler
Nick McGraw
Jim Murphy
Joey Hurley
Ethan Cerone
Will Janousek
Jack Crisafi

Matt Castner
Austin Werkheiser
Crockett Hayes
Joseph Martin
Trey Caso
Michael Ortiz
Nathaniel Maggio
Davis Speltz

CJ Brazil
Cameron Johnson
Marc Nolan

DECATUR

BULLDOGS

# Name Gr.
1 Perez Cowan 12
2 Demarcus Brundidge 12
3 Terryon Robinson 12
4 Andrew Brown 12
5 Vito Antinozzi 1
6 Terez Cowan 12
7 Derrick Crutchfield 9
8 Dianti Early 10
9 Devontae Carter 10
10 Tim Daniel 9
1 Joseph Comer 10
12 Jalen Sprull 9
13 Zac Moore 12
14 Kyhmanhe Jackson 11
15 Chase Crouse 12
16 Lamont Torres 12
17 Elijah Rachel 10
18 Adam Garlow 1
20 Andre Young 10
21 Chris McCoy 12
22 John Slappey 1
23 Cameron Franklin 9
24 Jordan Stewart 9
25 Nic Bentley 1
26 Zion Perryman 9
27 Tray Tice 9
28 Tommy Renfroe 10
30 Devontae Meadows 11
31 Amir Outerbridge 10
32 Charles Cope 1
33 Demetrius Harris 10
34 Tre Jones 9
35 Javon Brown 10
40 Mac Speed 12
Iyl lan Wiley 9
42 Sam Yates 12
43 Deangelo Watkins 1
44 Elijah Hayes 12
45 Alex Pelt 9
50 Mohamed Sheikh 1
53 Ed Henderson 1
54 Abdul Rasheed 1
55 Demetrius Cooley 10
56 Noah Fisher 1
57 Kirk Cole 10
58 Kyle Kitchens 1
60 Xyran Jackson 9
62 Joao Loureiro 1
63 Ronald Madison 10
64 Jake Copenhaver 12
65 Jaylen Campbell 9
66 Frankie Sanders 10
67 Travis Bland 9
68 Tyler Brett 9
70 Nigel White 12
4| Dominic Antinozzi 9
72 Noah Boyer 9
74 Jarod Grier 1
75 Curtis Smith 1
76 Brandon Crawford 9
7 Adonis Johnson 10
80 Tyler Washington 9
81 Joshua Faison 9
82 Noah Hull 9
83 Adarius Lucas 11
84 Reginald Vaughn 9
85 Khalid Aaron 11
99 Jacquez Cooper 9

Head Coach Jeff Garlberg

LONGHORNS

Head Coach Sid Maxwell

LAMBERT

# Name Pos.

1 Corey Grimes CB

2 Michael Lopez WR

3 Arnold Johnson CB

4 Christian Robinson WR

5 Cyril Teal WR

6 Sha’Quan Hobes WR

7 Devin 0’Neill K/P

8 Matthew Harries QB

9 Patrick Inwood RB

10 Montel Austin WR 1
1 Hutchins Torre QB 10
12 Kola Balogun LB 12
13 Nick Barton S 10
14 Chase Rosenberg QB 12
16 Alexander Richemond S 1"
17 Luke Able QB 10
20 Caden Herring WR 9
21 Trey Schultz WR 12
22 Austin Prescott CB 11
24 Kenyon Russell S 1
25 Marvin Taylor CB 1
26 Jay Bowler LB 10
27 Kyle Walker cB 10
28 McKenzie Garett LB 10
29 Marcus Beck WR 10
30 Thomas Dreesman CB 10
31 Steven Albert CB 1
32 CJ Mucker WR 10
33 Shmar Burdick RB 1
35 Ryan Bennett LB 12
37 Tremaine Davis S 12
38 Josh Bielenberg LB 10
39 Gentry Washington cB 10
40 Kody Davis LB 10
4 Kendrick Washington DT 10
42 Jordyn Coleman cB 10
43 Jesse Anderson LB 10
44 Lorenzo McWilliams DL 12
45 Brett Schrafft LB 12
47 Patrick Risse LB 1
49 Jake Dahm LB 10
51 Anthony Carey oT 12
53 Alexander Yankey oT 10
54 Lennard Vicente DT 1
55 Chris Conway (4 11
56 Joel Smith oT 10
57 Drew Blesse DT 10
59 Vincent Calhoun oT 12
60 Brad Koblitz (4 10
61 Michael Bowcutt G 10
62 Nick Krauter G 1"
Il Tyler Carey oT 1"
72 Austin Haynie oT 12
73 Benito Abadie G 1
75 Reggie Ben-Asemota DT 12
76 Elijah Colon DT 1"
77 Jack Garner oT 10
79 Vin Ouellet oT 11
81 Terrell Dirton WR 10
82 Jesse Warner WR 10
85 Tyrail Lowery WR 11
87 Christian Glynn WR 10
88 Stuart Way TE 1
89 Alex Estes LB 11
90 Cameron Loi TE 10
92 Rowdy Barber DT 10
93 Will Ingersoll DE 10
95 Chris Calhoun DE 10
96 Garyn Grace DE 10
97 Lloyd Glenn DE 12
98 Andrew Estes DE 1"
99 Caleb Howard DT 12

Name _ Gr.
Reid Gill 12
Jake Vazquez 12
Daniel Myers 12

Russell Monyette
Jordyn Jean-Felix
TJ Russell
Jake Carlson
Eric Mengler
Chandler Register
Matt Spencer
Tucker Maxwell
Hayden McLeod
Brock Maxwell
Tanner Hall
Zach Matthews
Jason Markulike
Matt Woodley
Skip Sleister
Drew Cole
Zach Lance
Houston Earnest
Chris Burchett
Danny Edgeworth
Richard Abbey
Chad Conner
Ala Romman
Will Dunavant
Brandon Hardee
Austin Eason
Adison Schimmelpfennig
Vito Teng
Dylan Sapp
lesley Perterson
Hunter Shepherd
Nick Parham
Brandon Miller
Jake Stanford
Conner McCann
Devaughn Jones
Theiss Sagues
Aaron You
Trey Arnold
James Little
Mitchell Gargosh
Brandon Eastman
Josh Becker
Chris Laye
Dillon Alexander
Chris Cummings
lan Deck
Cody Dreyer
Jeremy Olson
Walker Nunes
Ryan Vojtasko
Logan
Matt Peterson
Monroe Heustess
Alex Pigg
JJ Clements
Matt Corley
Zac Benton
Justin Covington
Jeremy Zimmerman
Gantt Bauer
Jake Chickowski
Trey LeBlanc
Trey Barnwell
Ben Crawford
Cal Crawford
Hunter Hastings
Jake Taylor
Christian Gray
Sean Bailey
Sean Courtney
Sako Yeremian
Zach Barnwell
Kevo Yeremian
Liam Edwards
Brian Warstadt
Anthony Ratliff
Anson Cox
Sam Fleming
Patrick Noble
Brayden Whitford
Chris Martore
Jacob Henry
Jack Rampley
Jackson Katina
Chandler Rountree
Gabe Guerra
Ryan Karjala
Parker Allen
Shane Duer
Reece Perry
Jordan Stein
Evan Lamb
Nolan Karjala
Jack Carmichael
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) 1

Children’s”

Healthcare of Atlanta

Specialized fracture care for
children and teens

tis tough to see your child in pain, especial-

ly when you think he has a broken bone.
You need help and need it fast. At Children’s,
fracture care is offered at seven neighborhood
locations in metro Atlanta, making treatment
convenient to busy families.

When choosing care for your child or
teen, you want an experienced team. Be-
cause we treat about 100 fractures a week,
we know what works best for kids.

Our Fracture Care Program offers
young patients the best possible access to
necessary treatments, such as imaging and
splinting—all at the most appropriate loca-
tion. If casting or sedation is needed, pa-
tients may be directed to one of Children’s
Emergency Departments.

WHY CHOOSE CHILDREN’S?

Children’s bones are still growing.

* Growth plates are one of the most im-
portant parts of your child’s body. These
are arcas where bone growth happens.
They determine the length and shape
of a mature bone. If the growth plate
is damaged by a fracture, your child’s
bones might not grow the correct way.
Certain treatments can control growth to
allow a child’s bones to heal a fracture
quickly and with less invasive treat-
ment. Treatment methods for adult frac-
tures can disrupt normal bone growth in
children.

Children’s compliance and activity levels

are different.

* Most kids run, jump, tumble and fall
more than adults, and treatments for
fractures, sprains and strains must ac-
count for this. Pediatric-trained ortho-
paedic surgeons have extensive experi-
ence working with both children and
their parents to ensure compliance of the
treatment program. Children’s provides
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access to more than 20 pediatric-trained
orthopaedic surgeons for follow-up care
at multiple locations.

Dedicated pediatric orthopaedic oversight.

* Onsite X-ray services allow Urgent
Care and Emergency doctors to diag-
nose and treat a child’s injury. If addi-
tional care coordination is needed, pedi-
atric-trained orthopaedic surgeons in the
Fracture Care Program can use digital
technology to view X-rays in real time
and offer treatment recommendations
even while offsite.

For these reasons and others, pediatric
patients with fractures, sprains and strains
are best cared for by a team that specializes
in children and teens.

Visit choa.org/fracture or call 404-
785-4913 for more information.

Some physicians and affiliated health-
care professionals who perform services at
Children's Healthcare of Atlanta are indepen-
dent providers and are not our employees.
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SAVE 20% on Tickets!*

Use offer code: GASSOUTH
st ey GAS () SOUTH

OCT.
10 - 14

PHILIPS
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3 Easy Ways to Order:

1, Go o the Arena Box Qffice

2. Call icketmaster: at 1-800-T45-3000
3. Log on to Ticketmaster.com/gassouth

Groups of 10 or more, call (770 57T8-5125

Regular Ticket Prices:

514 - 522 - 530 - 535 Club - 550 VIF - 575 Rinkside
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SCORE MORE

HOW 10

Get Your Career
Off To A Fast

YWant to get a leg up on the competition? Then take some career advice that
will put you on track: join the National Guard. In exchange for your part-ime
service, you'll get:

* Paid expert training while you learn valuable job skills
% Lp ro 100% Tuition Assistance™

I you're looking for a rewarding profession, make it your business
to know what the Guard has to offer.

Call 1-800-GO-GUARD or visit us at www.NATIONALGUARD.com

* Up to $4.500 per fiscal year ([ Oct - 30 Sept)

Georgia

NATIONAL®=2

NATIONALGUARD.com
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COLLEGE SPORTS

Dawgs preparing for crucial matchup

By Chris Lionetti

After a hard-fought 51-44 Victorﬁ/ over Ten-
\nessee, the Georgia Bulldogs have turned
their focus to sixth-ranked South Carolina, The
Bulldogs will head to Columbia this weekend
to pleg he Gamecocks at 7 p.m. on ESPN.

hou%h the Bulldogs are 5-0 this season,
some of their weaknesses were exposed in
their game against Tennessee.

STOPPING LATTIMORE ...

Improving the run defense is the focus
of the Bulldogs this week because they will
face South Carolina star running back Marcus
Lattimore. The rIunlor has been a thorn in the
side of the Bulldogs, rushing for 358 yards
and three touchdowns in two games againgt
Georgia. One hundred of those yards came 1n
the fourth quarter of last year’s game, added
proof that Lattimore gets stronger as the game
wears on.

For the past two
been able to counter the Gamecocks’ use of
Lattimore, but this year is a different story.
Unlike previous edifions, the 2012 Bulldogs
;f)ossess a formidable running attack in the

reshman duo of Todd Gurley and Keith Mar-

shall. The duo generated nearly 300 yards of
offense last week against Tenriessee and will
seek to do the same against South Carolina.

“They are doing a phenomenal job, es-

ears Georgia has not

Eemalvly being as young as they are and not
nowing wha .the%are getting IntQ” said se-
nior wide receiver Tavarres King of the fresh-
men. “They have handled it well, and they
are very mature for their age. They are going
to have extremely successful careérs here.”

GURSHALL ... _

Georgia’s running backs face a stiff
challenge "this week in the South Carolina
defense; The Gamecocks haye only allowed
two rushing touchdowns while the Bulldogls
have scored 19 on the ground. Something will
have to gllve on Saturday. .

_ While the Dawgs will have their hands full
against South Carolina’s run defense, quarter-
back Aaron Murray will look to continue what
has been a career season. Murray, who worked
on footwork during the summer, {eads the con-
ference in, passmg efficiency and is co I?Il.etmg
a career-high 68.5 percent of his passes. His ac-
curacy is alarge part of Whé Georgia is ranked
as the top offense in the SEC. .

Murray’s task will be even greater this
weekend aS the team will be without leadm%
receiver Michael Bennett. Georgia announce
Wednesday morming that the receiver_ tore his
ACL in practice and will miss the rest of the year.

_ Lionetti  can  be  reached ~ at
clionetti@scoreatl.com.

Clemson awaits struggling Jackeis

By Ryan Caiafa

If Georgia Tech’s loss to the Miami Hurricanes
could be described as disappointing, another
term may have to be used to depict what hap-
pened at Bobby Dodd Stadium this past Satur-
day. A clearly demoralized Georgia Tech foot-
ball team took the field and was soundly blown
out by Middle Tennessee State, 49-28.

A team that very well could have been
5-0 is now looking ‘at a 2-3 record with a
1-2 ACC record due to two overtime losses
that could have been won in regulation. The
team’s inability to be resilient coming off
losses has now put it in a big hole in the stand-
ings with seven games left to salvage what
was expected to be a solid season.

Despite Tevin Washington tying a school
record with four rushing touchdowns in the
game, he became the only bright spot in a
ﬁame that will be remembered for the way the

efense played. The %ame was supposed to be
a matchup that got the Jackets back on track
after surrendering the Miami game away.

The Georgia Tech defense allowed more
than 40 points for the second week in a row
and allowed 510 yards of total offense, in-
cluding 217 rushing yards from Benny Cun-
ningham, who also Scored five touchdowns
for the Blue Raiders. Coach Paul Johnson’s

team just never got itself together and seem-
ingly wasn’t able to shake off the disappoint-
ment against Miami to be ready to take on an
upset-minded team.

TIGER TOWN ...

If the MTSU game wasn’t a wake-up
call for the Jackets then they could be look-
1n<rg at another tough contest on the road at
Clemson, which will be out for revenge after
last season’s loss in Atlanta, The Tigers cur-
rently stand at 6-1, with their lone loss com-
ing against the fourth-ranked Florida State
Seminoles. )

The Jackets will have to find ways to
stop the hlbgh'EOW@Ted Clemson offense, led
by quarterback Tajh Boyd. The_T1§¢rs’ sig-
nal-caller has been outsfanding in his junior
season so far, passing for 12 touchdowns and
just three interceptions. Tech will also need
to find a way to contain dynamic receiver
Sammy Watkins, who, despife playing in just
two of the Tigers’ games so far, is expected to
be at full strength come Saturday. The Jackets
will need to play almost perfectly to get them-
selves back on track.

Caiafa can be
reaiafa@scoreatl.com.

reached at
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Bell throws four picks in first start

By Brian Jones

he Panthers knew that in order to beat a team

like William & Mary, everyone would have

to ple%/ mistake-free football, )

he Panthers had trouble holding on to the

ball as they committed seven turnovers, leading
to a 35-3 loss on Saturday.

One of the few brlﬁht spots for the Pan-
thers was Donald Russell, who posted 134 all-
purpose yards. Russell rushed for 107 yards
on 21 carries, the second straight game he has
eclipsed the century mark. Ronnie Bell was
able to make some ;};lays in his first start at
quarterback, but the Panthers shot themselves
in the foot numerous times with four intercep-
tions and three lost fumbles. Bell threw all four
interceptions and lost a fumble on a sack. He
did complete 13-0f-26 passes for 147 yards and
helped the Panthers convert eight of their 14
third-down plays. )

The defense could not stop the rushing at-
tack of the Tribe, who rushed for 312 yards, in-
cludn_ll_%1 163 from running back Keith McBride.

e Panthers will come back home on
Saturday to face New Hampshire at 3:30 p.m.
This will be another challenging game for the
Panthers as New Hampshire averages 244 rush-
ing yards per game. The Panthers” defense has
struggled to stop the run all season, surrendering
more than 200 yards per game.
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MEASURING UP ...

So why are the Panthers struggling? It is a
number of things, but when looking at the stats,
it’s clear they are stru%Sghng to get anything going
on both sides of the ball. The offense averages
only 287 yards per game while the defense is giv-
ing up 459 yards per game. The Panthers only
score 10 Hoints per game and %ive up 36 points.

With those numbers, the Panthers would be
ranked near the bottom of every category in the
FCS rankings, but because of Georgia State’ im-
pending transition to FBS next year, the team’s
stats are not listed on the NCAA site.

BOYS OF FALL ... ,

On Tuesday, the baseball team hit the field
for the first time to begin fall practice. The team
worked on individual drills before ending prac-
tice with a scrlmma%e.

“We have a really good mixture of veterans
and younger players,” coach Greg Frady told
gsusports.com. “The veterans have been show-
ing the younger players what to do. We have a
great group o ﬁuys an(’i’ it’s a very exciting time

to be back on the field.” )
The Panthers begin the 2013 season in
February.
Jones can be reached at

bjones@scoreatl.com

Whreoox POk

Soccer hits the road, baseball postponed

By Brian Jones

The soccer team was looking to get its first
conference win of the season last week
against East Tennessee State, but the Owls
came up short, falling 3-1.

Nicole Calder scored the first goal of the
match for the Owls, but ETSU responded with
three unanswered goals. )

“I thought first half we did not play v%?/
well,” coach Rob King told ksuowls.com. “We
really did not connect our passes at all and we
looked panicky. The ball was like a hot potato
and we banged it down the field, which is not
what we were trying to do. That was not the
game plan. So to be tied at half time, I thought
we were quite fortunate.”

The Owls were able to bounce back two
days later, taking down USC Upstate 3-0. Dan-
ielle Gqu and Liz Blackburn scored in the first
half while Kelsey Barr scored in the second
half. Goalkeeper Lauren Roberts made her first
start since Aug. 24 and posted four saves in 90
minutes. . .

_ “I was very {)lea.sed with the game,” Kin
said “We controlled it from start to finish. We
generated a lot of chances.”

The Owls will travel to Northern Ken-
tucky today and before heading to Tennessee
to face Lipscomb.

CONTINUED SUCCESS ...

After losing to Lipscomb and Northern
Kentucky last weekend, the volleyball team
took down Alabama State 3-0.

Baylee Strachan recorded an attack per-
centage of .643 with 10 kills and three aces to
help the Owls improve their record to 13-7.

I was so hag)p%/ to see Baylee and Jenna
Wilt) step up an ?(ay so well,” coach Karen
Veatherington told ksuowls.com. “Baylee con-

tinues to impress in her senior season and that’s
really due to her unselfish play, and I think that
definitely shows in her numbers.” .

~ Wilt led the Owls with 11 kills and a hit-
ting percentage of .476. Both Strachan and
Wilt will look to lead the Owls to their 14th
win when they face Jacksonville on Saturday.

EVENT CANCELLED ...

. The baseball team was su}Kgosed to have
its annual scout day this past Monday, but it
was cancelled due to inclement weather.

_The Ows typically hold the event at Stillwell
Stadium to showcase their talent to Major League
Baseball scouts. The team was pre%ared to perform
a series of drills in front of 25 scouts before playin
an intra-squad %lame. There has not been an officia
word on when the event will be rescheduled.

Jones can be
bjones@scoreatl.com.

reached at
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Hawks open camp, welcome in Heat

By Robby Kalland

The Atlanta Hawks kicked off training camp
on Monday in preparation for their pre-
season_home opener this Sunday against the
NBA Champion Miami Heat. Theé Hawks have
spent their first few days of training camp try-
ing to get all of their new players integrated
info their ?ystem and begin building chemistry
on and off the floor. The players and coaches
have been keying in on the Hawks’ speed and
ability to run the Hoor at all five positions. Dur-
ing media day, everyone associated with the
team sounded extremely excited about the of-
fense’s potential and the new up-tempo style.

UP-TEMPQ OFFENSE ... ,

The offense will be predicated on motion
and pick-and-rolls that will take advantage of this
year’s guards’ speed, all of the new outside shoot-
ers that space the floor and the athletic, good-
shooting bigs on the roster. The Hawks will apply
a lot o Pressure on opposing defenses with the
ability of guards like Lou Williams, Jeff Teague
and Devin Harris to get the ball from end-to-end
as quickly as any backcourt in the league.

While the offense is expected to come
around, Larry Drew is ensuring that the focus
of camp is on the defensive side of the ball.

“My focus [is] to set the tone for who
we’re going to be on the defensive end,” said

Drew. “As I told the guys [Monday night] af-
ter dinner, I think we’re a very capable scoring
team. We have to establish ourselves on the de-
fensive end and that’s going to be our mindset
this training camp.” ) o

That defensive identity will hinge on the
Hawks’ speed and length.” They will look to

jump passing lanes, apply pressure to and ha-

rass ball-handlers, and use their length and ath-
leticism inside to block shots.

BIG QUESTION ...

The bi]ggest question facing Drew will be
whom he plays at small forward. Drew is com-
ing into camp without any real idea of what his
rotation will be at the three and he is hoping
someone steps up into that role. The options for
Drew are numerous, whether he goes big with
Josh Smith or Anthony Tolliver or small with
Anthony Morrow or Deshawn Stevenson. None
of those options represents a true small forward,
though, and all will present issues, especiall
defensively, dependm«fr on matchups. Sunday’s
ame will be extremely important to see where
rew will go because the best three in the
league, LeBron James, will present an extremely
tough challenge for the Hawks.
Kalland ™~ can be
rkalland@scoreatl.com.

reached at

Falcons prepare for RGlll, Redskins

By Craig Sager Il

The Carolina Panthers gave the Falcons all they
could handle Sunday in Atlanta’s first division
matchup of the season. Cam Newton and the de-
fensive unit had the Panthers in great position to
hand Atlanta its first loss of the season.

A 49-yard punt pinned Atlanta back on the
~one-yard line with just 59 seconds remain-
ing in the game and no timeouts. Matt Ryan
found Roddy White on a 59-yard heave out of
the end zone and the Falcons fook advantage of
a defensive pass interference penalty and two
quick completions to set up a 40-yard game-
winning field goal from Matt Bryant. The kick
put Bryant at a perfect 9-for-9 on the season
and allowed the Falcons to escape 30-28.

“We have a lot to work still as a team and
our preparation for Washington begins first
thing [Monday],” said Mike Smith after the
game. “Going undefeated in this first quarter
of the season has been our main goal, though,
so we have to be proud about that.”

PROBLEM AREAS ... ,
Ryan was sacked seven times after going
down just four times through the first three
%ames, as the line could barely contain Caro-
ina’s Charles Johnson. The former Georgia
Bulldog motored his way to 3.5 sacks. Fac-

ing a relentless Carolina pass rush, the offense
implemented tactics to exploit the aggressive-
ness of the defensive unit. Offensive coordi-
nator Dirk Koetter relied on Ryan’s ability to
handle the pressure and sent backs Michael
Turner and Jacquizz Rogers out of the back-
field as receivers. . )

“Matt did a great job of getting the ball
out quick and the backs were able to keep our
offense moving,” said Smith. )

Up until the fourth quarter, White was
the only receiver who had ‘caught a pass, and
while he was havi.nE.a monster game, the run-
ning backs were picking up the slack from Julio
Jones and Harry Douglas. Turner took an inside
screen from Ryan 60 yards and, for the first time
in his career, tallied a receiving touchdown.

Ryan led the offense, comgletm 25 of
40 passes and a season-high 369 yards, add-
ing three more touchdowns to his total. For
the fourth straight week, Ryan posted over
a 100.0 quarterback ratln%, leaving his sea-
son mark at a league-best 112.1. Ryan’s next
challenge will be an interesting matchup with
Robert Griffin III, who has Washington at 2-2
early in his rookie season.

Sager L can be reached at
404-25%—]572.

Braves ready for

By Fletcher Proctor

Postseason play begins tonight at Turner Field
as the Braves host the Cardinals in the Na-
tional League Wild Card play-in game. Atlanta
will send ace Kris Medlen to the hill, seeking
to extend the team’s MLB-record 23-game win-
ning streak when he starts against Kyle Lohse
of St. Louis.

Medlen’s last time out was against the
Mets last Sunday. The righty went six innings,
allowing just one run on three hits to move to
10-1. Craig Kimbrel recorded his 42nd save of
the year by recording just one out.

The Braves wrapped up the regular season
in Pittsburgh, and after dropping the first game
of the series 2-1 to waste a strong effort by Paul
Maholm, Atlanta rested most of its starters in
Game 2. The Pirates scratched Tommy Hanson
for five runs in a 5-1 Pirates’ victory. Hanson
gave up single runs in the first and second before
surrendering three in the fifth. Atlanta scored its
lone run in the fourth on a pair of doubles.

In the final game of the regular season, At-
lanta sent Ben Sheets to the hill for start No. 250
of his career. Sheets had announced earlier in
the week that he would retire after the game as
he was not likely to make the Braves’ postsea-
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Wild Card game

son roster. Sheets entered the finale 4-4 on the
year with a 3.54 ERA.

Interestingly enough, in Game 1, Jeff
Locke defeate(% tﬁe Braves, the team that includ-
ed him in a trade for Nate McLouth. Locke al-
lowed just one run on two hits. Charlie Morton,
another piece of the bounty Pittsburgh received
for McLouth, has not pitched since lasting just
four innings in an 8-1 loss to Cincinnati back on
May 29. He required Tommy John surgery and
will likely return late in 2013.

INJURY REPORT ...

Dan Uggla had to miss a game earlier this
week as his right hand swelled up following the
team’s flight to Pittsburgh. Uggla cut the knuck-
le of his right index finger c%uring the team’s
celebration after clinching a postseason berth.
Uggla played the first few days after cutting
his hand, but Fredi Gonzalez sat him Monday.
Entering Tuesday’s action, Uggla had been on a
tear over his past 21 games, recording a .412 on-
base percentage and a .471 slugging percentage
with just 16 strikeouts.

Proctor can be
fproctor@scoreatl.com.

reached at

Indiana ends Dream’s season in three

By Joe Deighton

Things were %)ing so well and then in a flash,
the Atlanta Dream’s season was over. After
a Game 1 victory in Indiana, the Dream took
home-court advantage and control of the series.

Tamika Catchings played like the MVP-
candidate she is in the final two games of the
series. Catchings torched Atlanta for 25 points
and 13 rebounds in Game 2, as Indiana evened
the three-game series. The 11-year veteran for-
ward added 16 points and 11 rebounds in the
series-clinching win in Game 3.

This series proved to be a microcosm of
Atlanta’s entire season. The Dream played well
and was in position to win, but in the ‘end, the
Fever were just too much to handle. Game 3 was
there for the taking, as Atlanta tied the game at
the half, but a 6-for-18 shooting performance in
the fourth quarter was the Dream’s undoing..

Angel McCoughtry scored ]|ust 16 points
and only two in the second half on 7-for-21
shooting. That, along with being out-rebounded
by 15 boards, was the reason for the Game 3 loss.
_~ However, Atlanta would not even have been
in the postseason without the stellar play of its
superstar forward all year long. It was a disap-
pointing end to the 2012 season, but McCough-
try still’had an MVP caliber season, leading the
league in scoring at 21.4 points-per game.

Lindsey Harding led the team in scoring

and assists € rou3ghou.t the series with 19 points

er game and 5.3 assists. Harding felt her team

ad to adjust to the plag/offs, but wasn’t getting
as many calls in Game 3. .

“We were getting contact and looking for
calls,” Hardir(ljg told the AP. “And coach (Fred
Williams) told us we have to play through that,
this is the playoffs.”

NEW CEO ...

In other news this week, the Dream named
Atlanta business executive and community
leader Ashley G. Preisinger as team CEO. Preis-
inger comes to the Dream after leading Homrich
Berg, an independent wealth management firm
where she was Director of Client Development
and Marketing since 2008. Currently, Preisinger
is on the Board of Directors at Zoo Atlanta. Her
role for the Dream will be to oversee finances,
sales and basketball operations. .

“I look forward to using the experience
I’ve gained as an executive and active com-
munity member in Atlanta to compliment the
Dream’s terrific on-court success,” Preisinger
told the team website.

Deighton can be
Jjdeighton@scoreatl.com.

reached at
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SCORE MORE

Nine closers have won the Cy
Young: Mike Marshall (1974),
Sparky Lyle (1977), Bruce Sutter
(1979), Rollie Fingers (1981),
Willie Hernandez (1984), Steve
Bedrosian (1987), Mark Davis
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Teac h1n5| the Fundamentals at
i the Duarterback Position

678.618.2665
F70.819.4=247F

MIKAEL'S AUTO SPA

ATLANTA’'S #1 CAR WASH AND
DETAILING DESTINATION

LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SANDY SPRINGS DN ROSWELL RD.
6380 Roswell Rd. - Atlanta, GA - 30328 - 404.252.037T6

Eric Gagne (2003).

(1989), Dennis Eckersley (1992),
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FOOTBALL
\FAIDAYS

IN GEORGIA

Great High School Football 1, '
Every Friday Nightat | s

730PM 1ot

GPB Channel BlAtlanta and GPB.Org
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SEASON TICKETS

AND

° GAME PACKS
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TELL US YOUR FAVORITE
COMEBACK STORY.

SOMINATE Noy,
® &
N4

Know a young athlete who overcame a serious
COMEHCK injury or illness¢ Nominate them for Comeback
ATHLETE Athlete of the Month at choa.org/comeback.

2012—2013

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta*

Sports Medicine




