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SPRINTURF PROUDLY SUPPORTS
THE CORKY KELL CLASSIC

TOP 5 REASONS TO CHOOSE SPRINTURF

Collegiate programs and elite level high school teams across the U.S. select SPRINTURF as
their field of choice.

.—I:SPRINTURF manufactures 100% of its products in-house and in the USA.
.—E)ur high performance fields are durable, safe, vibrant, easy to maintain.
@-{Over 900 installations in North America since 1998.

.—Excellem customer service and providing solutions are what we're all about.
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COLLEGE RECRUITS

TALENTED PLAYERS

DRAW RECRUITERS
TO DOME

BY CRAIG SAGER II

n 2013, the Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic will mark its

22nd year of existence. In the history of the Classic,
hundreds of future college athletes have suited up and
the individual performances from these extraordinary
athletes add an exciting aspect each year.

The 2013 lineup consists of the same 10 teams
as last year: Kell, Chattahoochee, Walton, Peachtree
Ridge, Colquitt County, Grayson, North Gwinnett,
Camden County, Brookwood and McEachern. More
than 32 seniors that played in the Classic last season
are suiting up for major college programs this fall.

The 2012 Corky Kell Classic featured college
signees Robert Nkemdiche (Ole Miss) Tyren Jones
(Alabama), Parker Mcleod (Alabama), Brandon
Kublanow (Georgia), Anthony Price (Rice), Bryce
Ramsey (Georgia), Brendan Langley (Georgia), Quin-
cy Mauger (Georgia), Travis Marshall (Navy), Donnie
Miles (North Carolina), DeVondre Seymour (Geor-
gia), Jalen Brooks (Maryland), Alex Stoehr (Georgia
State), Octavius Jackson (Florida), Bobby Hill (Ole
Miss), Johnny Ward (South Florida), Shaun McGee
(Georgia), Kyrin Priester (Clemson), Adam Ledford
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(Harvard), Wayne Gallman (Clemson), Zach Barnes
(Texas Tech), Kasey Gaines (Penn State), David Ka-
mara (Ole Miss), Ryan Carter (Clemson), Jack Banda
(Arizona), Jujaun Dulaney (Maryland), Ty Griffin (Ga
Tech), Tony Porter (Ohio), Daniel Stephens (Middle
Tennessee), J.J. Green (Georgia), Jarrad Davis (Flori-
da) and J.P. Vonashek (South Carolina).

That list puts the level of competition into per-
spective, and also preps the stage for another talent-
ed group of players. Walton is sparked by defensive
back and playmaker D.J. Smith. The senior is narrow-
ing down his multiple SEC and ACC offers and will be
a big-play option when combined with the accurate
passing of Raiders quarterback Price Wilson, who
committed to Louisiana Tech in June.

Peachtree Ridge features safety and ex-Geor-
gia commit Nick Glass. On the offensive side of the
ball, Peachtree Ridge is privileged to have some of
the best skill players in the state including running
back Jordan Ellis who is committed to Virginia and
athlete Myron Burton who holds offers from Vander-
bilt, Clemson, Georgia State and UNC-Charlotte. Or-

lando Brown anchors the offensive line for the Lions
and is committed to Tennessee.

Kell has defensive tackle Donnell Greene and
Kennesaw State commit Taylor Henkle. The Chat-
tahoochee offense will feature wide receiver Collin
Lisa, who is committed to UAB.

Grayson replaces 21 starters this season and
will have a new lineup of talented prospects. The
Rams have allowed a state-best 9.0 points per game
over the last two seasons. Offensively, Grayson will
have to control the line of scrimmage against Colquitt
County's Jamiyus Pittman, who is committed to Ole
Miss. Packers receiver Todd Boyd and lineman Gabe
Mobley are both pledged to Georgia State.

North Gwinnett defensive end Dante Sawyer
is ranked by many recruiting services in the top 10
in Georgia's Class of 2014. Wideouts Caleb Scott
and Nate Brown are both college bound, and run-
ning back C.J. Leggett is narrowing down his college
choices. Junior offensive tackle Mitch Hyatt is said to
be the best player at his position in the junior class.

Camden County starting cornerback Kal-
varaz Bessent and safety Chris Williams are both
Alabama-bound. Defensive end Anthony Johnson is
committed to FIU.

The Brookwood-McEachern matchup will fea-
ture two talented running backs. The Broncos' Josh
Brown holds offers from Arizona, Buffalo and Fur-
man, while McEachern junior running back Taj Griffin
sets the pace for the Indians.

McEachern defensive end Henry Famurewa is
committed to Louisville and senior quarterback Ty
Clemons is holding scholarship offers from Kentucky
and Louisville. Chuma Edoga is a junior offensive
tackle with offers from North Carolina, Florida, Au-
burn, Tennessee and Georgia.

As the players race out of the tunnels in the

Georgia Dome on Aug. 24, the familiar sight of col-
lege coaches and recruiters on the sidelines will once
again appear.

Sager can be reached at
csager@scoreatl.com.
Walton........ccoovevncnnne Price Wilson

Colquitt County ....Jamiyus Pittman

Colquitt County ............... Todd Boyd

Colquitt County ........... Gabe Mobley
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Colquitt County ........... Tim Sanders
Kell....oooiiieaee Taylor Henkle
Chattahoochee................ Collin Lisa

Peachtree Ridge.......... Jordan Ellis

-

Peachtree Ridge.....Orlando Brown

9 B The Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic Guide was produced and published by Score Publishing, a division of Score Atlanta. The publisher is I.J. Rosenberg, Managing Editor
! is Stephen Black, Assistant Editor is Craig Sager Il and Creative Art Director is DJ Galbiati Blalock. Score is a full-service marketing company and can be reached at
404-256-1572 and SCOREATL.COM. You can also check us out on Facebook (scoreatlantasports) and Twitter (@scoreatlanta).
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coverage than everbefore.

Your digital subscription includes access to our new premium website, MyAJC.com, and Today’s Paper Edition —
accessible from your tablet, laptop/PC and smartphone, as well as all these great SEC features.

SEC BUZZ - For daily coverage of the league’s coaches and players

BETWEEN THE HEDGES - Offers daily stories and videos from Athens

SACK SCHULTZ - Your chance to pick college games and win prizes

SEC FOOTBALLPARTY- Celebrate the game through social media, blogs and photos
SEC INSIDER- Our digital-only sports section that highlights conference games

TheAtlanta @
Journal-Constitution

Credible. Compelling. Complete.

Visit ajcdelivers.com/subscribe
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THE RIGHT DOCTOR
IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS

A GOOD HELMET.

If your child or teen has @ head injury, come to the only dedicated pediairic healthcare
system in Georgia with a concussion program. Learn more about our expertise in treating
head injuries at choa.org/concussion.
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By Stephen Black ' ;

KeII had three football coaches in its first five years as a varsity pro-
gram, according to GHSFHA.org. But since 2008, the Longhorns
have employed just one: Derek Cook. The University of Georgia gradu-
ate easily became Kell's most successful head coach and currently
holds a 45-14 record at the northeast Cobb County high school.

Last season, Kell went undefeated in games against Class AAAAA
foes until the playoffs when the Longhorns lost to eventual state cham-
pion Gainesville in the second round. The 61-42 final score is a bit mis-
leading, as Kell led 35-21 at the half. While the Red Elephants and star
quarterback Deshaun Watson are the favorites to repeat, Kell is focused
on the business at hand.

"We're aware of Gainesville,” said Cook. “We had a great game
against them last year and we probably had that one in our hands and
let go of it. Of course that's a great player over there (Watson), but
that's so far down the road. ... We know they're there, but it's got to all
line up perfectly for us to match up with them again at some point.”

For now, Kell is looking forward to its game against Chattahooch-
ee in the Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic. Cook's bunch defeated the Cou-
gars last year in the event 19-8. While most high school football games
generally start as the sun is setting, the Longhorns' game against Chat-
tahoochee kicks off at 9 a.m. Cook has a plan for the odd start time.

“What we've been doing the last several Saturdays is bringing
them in and practicing at 8 a.m. Saturday morning, so their bodies are
not in shock and more importantly their minds,” Cook explained ear-
lier in August. “On gameday, they're going to be up at 5:30 a.m. eating
breakfast, so it won't be an issue that day either.”

One issue Kell does have is replacing defensive backs Brendan
Langley and Quincy Mauger, each of whom also played on offense for
the Longhorns. Cook is confident in their replacements. One of those is
safety Taylor Henkle, a Kennesaw State commitment.

“The DBs are pretty well the same other than the names on the
backs of their jerseys,” said Cook. “The guys we have are not SEC-cali-
ber (recruits), but they're great high school players.”

Quarterback Matt McGuigan returns to lead the Longhorns' offense,
which had a strong showing at the Georgia Invitational 7-on-7 tournament.

By Craig Sager Il

ne year ago, everyone knew Walton was going to supply heavy

doses of running back Tyren Jones to its opponents. There is more
uncertainly surrounding the Jones-less Raiders this season, but coach
Rocky Hidalgo will have talented starters and a brackish defense ca-
pable of bringing Walton back to prominence.

“| think the thing we are going to have to work on is building some
depth along the defensive line, but | think this is going to be a very good
defensive team,” said Hidalgo.

However, there will be a changing of the guard on offense.

“We are young on the offensive line and we are young at tailback,
so it is going to take a while for that part of our team to gel,” said Hi-
dalgo. “We are going to have to rely on our quarterback and our wide
receivers, and | think you are going to see us throw the ball a little bit
more than what most people have.”

Sophomore running back Karekin Brooks will share carries with
Breyon Thomas. This will allow weapons like D.J. Smith and rising soph-
omore cornerback Chad Clay to step in at receiver rather than the back-
field. Fullback Henry Rowling returns with the most playing experience
of any returning offensive player.

At tight end is junior Davis Pigeon, who will stand as a big target
for senior quarterback and Louisiana Tech signee Price Wilson. Wilson
was 3-1as a starter last season.

The Raiders have tremendous team speed this season, especially
on defense. Linebacker Dreyon Williams was unblockable in spring
practice and will likely see a breakout season. Zach Williams missed last

season with an ACL injury and according to Hidalgo, will be an “animal”
on defense.

Smith and junior Taquar Stewart will move from cornerback to
safety this year. Walton will have one of the best safety nets in the state
with this duo. Linebacker Imani Parker was injured in the first game of
the season last year and returns as another standout.

The schedule will challenge the Raiders in 2013 and Hidalgo rec-
ognizes the depth of Region 5-AAAAAA.

"I think the region is going to be very very tough,” said Hidalgo.

The Raiders open up with Peachtree Ridge in the Metro PCS Corky
Kell Classic. The Lions were the only one of the 10 teams in this year's
Corky Kell lineup that did not reach the postseason last year.

By Sean Conway

irst-year head coach Mike Owens will try to continue the winning tra-

dition at Chattahoochee this fall. Owens replaces Terry Crowder who
led the Cougars to five playoff appearances, including a state champion-
ship in 2010.

The Cougars will start the season looking to win in their own back-
yard, Region 6-AAAAAA.

“Last year, Chattahoochee was just a few play away from compet-
ing for a region championship,” said Owens in an exclusive interview
with Score Atlanta. “There's always a real desire to beat those neighbor-
ing schools, and we got some high expectations.”

The Cougars won four of their last five games in 2012 (all against
region competition) to qualify for the playoffs, but in the opening round
of the tournament, they fell to eventual state champion Norcross.

On the offensive side of the ball, the Cougars will give defenses
a lot to think about. They'll line up with up to two running backs in the
backfield with the possibility of none. In all, the offense returns five play-
ers. Owens will rely on the experience of his two senior wide receiv-
ers Collin Lisa and Avery Ward, who are both returning starters. Senior
Chase Nelson returns for his third season as a starter at running back
and will power the offense.

Taz Wilson, a senior, will get the nod at quarterback, but he's a
first-year starter. Despite Wilson's lack of starting experience, Owen
likes what he sees out of him.

“He's got the potential to really have a pretty special year for us.”

The defense also returns five players and will play to the strengths
of linebackers Nate Sherman, a senior, and Josh Weisberg, a junior.
Several players will line up on both sides of the ball for Chattahoochee,
most notably senior linemen Zach Kladis and Nick Williams.

Similar to the offense, the defense will use formations to confuse
and frustrate their opponents. At times they'll line up in a traditional
4-3, but can and will morph into a 3-5 and beyond.

Chattahoochee faces a tough first game, playing Kell in the Metro
PCS Corky Kell Classic, both named for the legendary Cobb County coach
and administrator. Luckily, as a former assistant at Brookwood, Owens is
quite used to the venue. He estimates that's been an assistant for all but
four of the Kell Classics and wants to motivate his guys to play well.

“It's one of the premier events of its kind,” said Owens. “There's
probably not 10 events in the country that can compare to this one.”
To get his team ready for excitement and noise, Owens' Cougars are
installing hand signals for their offense and defensive units.

By Sean Conway

he Peachtree Ridge Lions are looking to be two things on the grid-

iron in the fall of 2013: improved and exciting. The Lions were

a playoff team in coach Mark Fleetwood's first season at the Su-

wanee school in 2011 but last year, “The Ridge” went 4-6 in Region
7-AAAAAA.

This season, the Lions are looking to return to the playoffs and
maybe more.

“Winning a region championship. That's our main goal,” declared
Fleetwood. “That's something we want to prove.”

Peachtree Ridge has a strong, if not lengthy, tradition. The Lions
have only been in the football business since 2003, but won a share of
the state championship in 2006. In 2008, the Ridge added a runner-up
finish. Last year was the first season since 2004 that the Lions did not
post a winning record, so opponents can expect to face a motivated
group of Lions in 2013.

The strength of the team figures to lie in the skill positions. “We've
got some guys that have the ability to break a game open,” added Fleet-
wood. Peachtree Ridge has two playmakers at running back in Jordan
Ellis and Walden Davis. Brandon Johnson will be a threat on the outside
at wide receiver.

One of the biggest challenges for Fleetwood in the offseason
was replacing two key units, one on each side of the ball. On offense,
only two starters return to the offensive line. And on defense, many
of the top players from last year’s rotation return, but the lineback-
ing corps was hit hard by graduation. Both the offense and defense
will show multiple formations, and the offense will definitely be up-
tempo. In victories last fall, Peachtree Ridge averaged more than 38
points per game.

Fleetwood figures to mix in plenty of talented younger players.
He's excited at the prospect of seeing at least 10 very talented sopho-
mores compete and earn extended playing time from the onset of the
season.

The most intriguing element for this team will be the addition of
transfer Nick Glass from St. Pius X. Fans can expect to see Glass on spe-
cial teams as well and see him on the offensive side of the ball as well.

The Lions face stiff completion from the first kickoff facing Wal-
ton in the Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic. Peachtree Ridge will have
revenge on their minds, as the Lions lost to the Raiders in 2011 in the
Kell Classic.

By Sean Conway

oach Mickey Conn has a good thing going at Grayson High School.

He's the only coach in the Gwinnett County school’s history and has
led the powerhouse program to a record of 110-39 over 14 seasons. The
Rams haven't lost more than three games since 2007, the same year
they began their current streak of reaching at least the second round of
the state playoffs.

But this season may provide Conn with one of his biggest chal-
lenges since he walked on campus. The 2011 team won the state
championship and last season’'s team was flooded with top-level col-
lege prospects including the nation’s most sought after recruit, defen-
sive end/fullback Robert Nkemdiche. The Rams cruised to the Region
8-AAAAAA title in 2012. While Nkemdiche will terrorize SEC quarter-
backs this fall at Ole Miss, the Rams also lost 20 starters.

Replacing 21 starters won't be easy, but if any program is up to
the task, it's got to be Grayson. At one point last season, the Rams
shut out four consecutive region opponents while never scoring less
than 40 points in any of those four games. It's safe to say that Conn
was able to build depth through substitutions throughout the majority
of the season.

“We've got a lot of good players that have waited their turn, and
I'm anxious to get them on the field,” Conn noted in a recent interview
with Score Atlanta.

Grayson employs what Conn describes as a hybrid Wing-T of-
fense. He'll turn the reigns of the offense over to junior quarterback
Hunter Schuessler this fall. The strength of the team is expected to
be the playmakers at the skill positions and athletes behind the line of
scrimmage. Conn will employ a 4-3 defense that should provide plenty
of power to attack opposing quarterbacks. Big things are expected from
running back Aares McCall, speedster Kartez Hall and linebacker Daniel
Fennell.

The Rams begin their season in the Corky Kell Classic against Re-
gion 1-AAAAAA power, Colquitt County. Grayson has some history in
the fall showcase with a 4-1 record in their previous appearances. The
Rams are 1-1 against Colquitt County but have never faced the Packers
in the Corky Kell Classic.

Grayson is young, but seems poised to be successful once again in
2013. As Conn noted, “It's not where you start, but where you finish.”
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KELL
LONGHORNS

CHATTAHOOCHEE PEACHTREE RIDGE !
: COUGARS LIONS &
i Head Coach

WALTON
RAIDERS

Ll
o Head Coach Head Coach Wy, Head Coach
Derek Cook Mike Owens Mark Fleetwood Rocky Hidalgo
NAME NAME GR. POS. NAME GR. POS. # NAME GR. POS.
Julian Burri _Montel Austin 12 RB/DB Jordan Elli ; 3 ' : o
S e e e SO e 0 1
"Vernon Chaney 'E'ael;%" ,C“?IT:V ]12 ng;gg Myron Burton 12 WR 3 Josh White 10 QB
-Shavaughn Hammond. Trey Hillman 2 RB/LB Devin Hale 12 DB 4
oot e Malik Stephen 12 WR/DB Baylen Buchanan 10, RB 5.
“John Lampley Zach Reed 12 WR/DB Tyler Campbell 1 WR 6.
Errol Breaux Avery Ward 12 WR/DB Dru Moody 12 LB 7.
-Nathaniel Elliott -Chris Rodgers 12 RB/LB Nick Glass 12 DB 8.
-g::ahAiifxaP;O" 'ﬁg?:; 2:22:';" E %gftg Chance Thrasher n QB 9.
.Bryson Armstrong ..................coee. .Brando Ernest n WR/DB Davis Lacke){ 12 QB
Keith Best Colin Lisa 12 WR/DB Walden Davis 12 RB
.Evan Carnes Brandon Ware 10 WR/DB Chris McGee 10. QB -
- Ahmed AbU-ADEd o Chase Owen 9 QB/LB Malik Robinson 10 WR . Hutton Spitler
'éige:d\gffgsgs Omar Diaz 9 QB/LB Brandon Johnson 12 WR 14 ....coooe.. Price Wilson
. .Adam Abdellaoui 12 K/P
.grana—nsrg:\aﬁct)sendahl .Chase Thornton 12 WR/DB }-ao:onlj;ar\s/lsgzhisn ﬂ Vég
.Gr)éd Miller .David Nicoletta 10 QB/DB Joe Smith 1
.Matt%ew McGuigan -Darian Parker 16 WR/DB Soeg'g“L 10 25 i
. i .Jordan Hillman n RB/LB ergio Lopez :
Id

Stone Hatfie < Chase Nelson 12 RB/LB Na'ceem Antenor n RB 20 Jacob Murphy
.Nasim Green . 21 DJ Smith
- Matthew KNnighten. ... .Blake Hundley 10 RB/LB Travis Bowers n DB 22' ] G

Newt Obeng Junior Vancia 1 WR/DB Trevor Campbell 12 RB oey Goodman

Jawan Nobles Jaylin Taylor 10 WR/DB Evan Pantels 12 K/P 23 Taji Stewart
.Derrick Mesadieu ......oooweveerrereen Tae Turner. 10 RB/LB Terry Turner 1 WR 24 Austin Donnell........cocconnuens
.Lynel Davis Isaac Kinsey 9 WR/DB 26 Jordan Vorster
Derrick White Michael Fusco 1 WR/DB Cam Brown 10 WR 27 Bryce Washington....
.Divante Langley. Ryan Colangelo 10 WR/DB Henry Nguyen 10 WR 28 McKay Madsen
.Itabari Mason Bryce Castro. 10 RB/DB ....Donte Borders 12 K/P 29 Jackson Hoskyn
-Cameron Massung Dijon Patrick 12 RB/LB Zey Lacet 1 S 30 Horoy Rowlina s
Laylor Henkle Mark Franchak 9 WR/DB .Walker McGraw 1 RB o Rocsee
- Sorey Robinson Preston Broyle 9 WR/DB i 31. Ryan Roegge
-D'Vonte Dennis oY Jaquan Gibson n WR 3 ;

Julien Chang Logan Tamisin 9 RB/LB Malik M 10 WR  S2wMillar Morgan
“Noah Pattor Will Webb 9 WR/DB will ‘E)"ay 33...cccrenImani Parker
Tae McClure. Shane Armstrong 9 RB/LB IWiam Dean 10 LB 34.. ....David Sewell

lvan Walls Hall Lauer 10 RB/LB Tyler Murphy n DB 36 John Lee
Dyllen Reed Dillon Jennings 9 RB/LB Montez Wedgeworth........... 12 et FS 37 Zac Starns

Austin Meaut Bishop Lloyd 9 RB/LB Harris Savignano n WR
Antonlo Fergieon Sean ot " RE/L5 e oo I we
. .oea [o} a H . as
.Shakeheim Eiammond. .Xav?er BoS;a?d 10, RB;LB ~wLouis Mayrone 12 DB Christian Blackstoc
.Cameron Marshall.... .Jeremy Behnken 9 OL/LB Kendall (-:Obb 12 TE ~Kyle Whit?ker

Brian Link .Christian Hansen n TE/DE Abdul Diallo 10 LB Dreyon Williams
'EFLSH\;I\?‘T Bahena Scott Zekser 9 RB/LB Taylor Foote n DB ....Ridge Gibson
.ng:n J:)z?‘:m Evan Clay 10 OL/DL Marquez Jackson 10 RB ....Russell Brown
Bl Liddell Jonathan Hearn 9 OL/DL ....Prince Benton 10 LB Brandon Lin
"Michael McCain ;(e|LU\f}1VWiSf 9 TE/LB Jace Capps n LB ....Colin Fant
.Eralngjolng\/\cDonald posh YYesberg: H oTLE//EI;E ....Aaron Harris 12 LB ....Jordan Davoudpour ..............
.Calvin Irl i
.T:Vis Whi)t,E Nicholas Appert 9 oL/DL Brandon Hendricks 10 LB Ryan Bell
" Quientin Sanders Jack Gregg 9 oL/LB Alan Suarez n WR Clayton Arnold
.Christian Blount Connor Hoyt 12 OL/DL AJ Houston 12 DL ~.Jack Shoemaker
.Nathan Waller Joon Park 9 OL/DL Rashaad Hunter 12 DB Caleb Carswell
.Nicholas Johnson .Jake Zimmerman 1 OL/DL Mark Lancaster 10 OLB Bennett Wilson
-Mason Kabchef .Andrew Newell 9 OL/DL ....Lee Brown 10 DE ....Eddie Dennett-Smith
.Eltlrj]zlsl %\Inilgtr;s Melvin Owen: n OL/DL Josh Forrest 1 LB Alex Roegge
G 1 ; s
.Kevin Wences 1C Alvarado 12 TE/DE ....Bailey Lewellen n oL Chris Webb
-Donnell Greene Robert Norman 12 oL/DL Arnell Brown n LB Michael Kraemer .............
Justin Rochez
"Corbett Mendelson Perry Benton n oL/DL Cole Sammons 10 DL Ev_amSNa}s?s
" lemail Dabd Chris Bohner 12 OL/DL Joseph Mukassa 12 DE ric omi
_JsaTlfslonaGmg:b Hunter Johnson 10 OL/DL Evaanatts 1 DL ... Tim Mattus
.Ryan Nesbitt Ryan Simkoff 12 OL/DL Laceem McCall 12 DE Jon France
. Taylor McCullough .Aaron Rosenthal n OL/DL Harold Nguyen 12 oL ....David Davis
.Gabe Waller .Kenneth Garrett 10 TE/DE N 5 J G |
James DeMatto Booker Kidd 5 oL/bL Adrien Hill n LB Barrett Hoes
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"Tyler Weathers Hunter Frant 9 WR/DB Levi Canales n DE Davis Pidgeon
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. Anthony Porter ex Godwin 9 WR/DB Drew Lovel 1
.Shamaar Bennett .Jonathan Taylor 9 WR/DB Gresg Gongalez 2 8:: Brandon McBryde .......c.coueeu.
"Daniel Renfroe . Patrick Hoffman 10 WR/DB Dylan Welch
- Andrew Braun Amaan Mitha 1 WR/DB Orlando Brown 12 oL Alex Fernandez
“Solon Page 9 WR/LB ‘Michael Dimond 1 WR/DB Domarius Thornton............ (O RB Britton Ody
.Davon Blanchard 9 WR/DB .Patrick Nolan 9 WR/DB Jake Allen n WR Ashton Best
.j:mes Jghnsog i ;0 WR/DB 90 Andrew Gray n K/P Jalen Watts 12 WR Seth-Patrick Holman
.Ja:ianz"”osen a : ws;gg . .mgh;rlegseph 10. TE/DE Rupert Jones n WR ....Christian Lucas
‘Nick Woghiren 10 WR/LB e antja I TEoE DeAngelo G'bb: 9 WR AJ Coley
Devin g;‘i"ehE”““ : W oA Alex Field 9 TE/DE gf—"msog.Arlml 10 K Zac Hobson
" Garrett Montague H WR/DB Blake Ernest 9 TE/DE iante Bingley n DB Sierra Williams......
" Josh Blancato 9 WR/DB Bryce Folsom 10 TE/DE Bishop Woods 12 DE Clifton Shepherd ..
.Kendall Bailey 9 TE/DE .Collin Kurzner 9 TE/DE Ja~shun Willis 10, DE Bilal Hefner
-Noah Woghiren 9 WR/DB .Phillip Misenheimer .............cooooves L2 TE/DE Nick Odom 12 DE ....Dillon Hepp
. Trevor Massung. 9 Pavan Sastry. 10 TE/DE Matt Hilton n DT Lorenzo Abughazaleh........... 12 WR
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KELL VS. CHATTAHOOCHEE

BY STEPHEN BLACK

right and early today, two Class AAAAA programs will get the 2013
Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic started at 9 a.m.

Chattahoochee, under new head coach Mike Owens, will run a
variety of formations and schemes this year on offense and defense.
The Cougars will line up in the pro-style set, using both an empty back-
field and up to two backs. Defensively, Owens will have his unit line up
in the 4-3 as well as the 3-5.

The Cougars' defense is led by junior linebacker Josh Weisburg.
Taz Wilson will quarterback the offense and look for wide receiver Col-
lin Lisa to make big plays.

Kell is a spread team that flourishes on slashing runs by backs
and short passes that turn into big plays through the air. Defensively,
the Longhorns have been consistently stout under coach Derek Cook.
Quarterback Matthew McGuigan returns from a 2012 season in which
Kell lost in the second round of the playoffs despite scoring 42 points
on eventual state champ Gainesville.

McGuigan will try to find senior wideouts Darian Harris and Julian
Burris. The offensive line is led by senior Donnell Greene. Defensively,
the Horns will depend on safety Taylor Henkle to help fill the shoes of
Brendan Langley and Quincy Mauger, who both signed with Georgia

4

after last season.

It is Kell's fourth straight appearance in the Metro PCS Corky Kell
Classic and the second year in a row the Horns will face Chattahoochee
in the event. Last year, Kell's defense held the Cougars to just one score
in a 19-8 affair at the Dome. Kell had played Grayson the previous two
years at the Classic, with each team winning one.

“The Hooch" is in its fourth Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic, but is
still looking for its first win in the event. The 2010 Class AAAA state
champions, however, have made the playoffs three straight years and
have won region titles in two of the past three seasons.

Cook, a Marietta native who attended Etowah, has been at Kell
since 2008, and the Longhorns have gone 45-14 with five consecutive
state playoff appearances in that period. Kell has been playing football
for 10 seasons, including this year. Cook also coached South Cobb from
2006 to 2007 where he led the Eagles to the playoffs in his first season.

Chattahoochee took the next step in its football history on March
1 when it hired former Brookwood defensive coordinator Mike Owens
to replace former head coach Terry Crowder, who is now at Chatta-
hoochee. Owens was head coach at Peachtree Ridge from 2003-2004
when he led the Lions in their first two varsity seasons.

PEACHTREE RIDGE VS. WALTON -=- 4

BY SEAN CONWAY

hen the Walton Raiders and the Peachtree Ridge Lions kick off in the

Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic, it will be a matchup of one team with
a lot of experience in the event against a team with fewer appearances.
Walton, out of East Cobb, will be making their 10th appearance (all since
2002). Peachtree Ridge, from Suwanee, will be making its fourth trip to the
Dome (all since 2010). Walton is 5-4 in the Kell Classic including a 26-14
victory over “The Ridge" in 2011. The Lions are 1-2 in the event.

This year's Walton team will look a lot different from last year's
squad, having lost many players to FBS programs including running
back Tyren Jones and quarterback Parker MclLeod to Alabama and of-
fensive lineman Brandon Kublanow to Georgia. All three were injured in
parts of last season, so their replacements have seen plenty of action.

Senior quarterback Price Wilson went 3-1 subbing for McLeod
and has had a promising offseason of 7-on-7 tournaments. Senior run-
ning back D.J. Smith will step into Jones' spot full time. Smith will also
be a key player in the Raiders’ defensive backfield. The biggest area of
concern for Walton (7-4 last year in Region 5-AAAAAA) will be its
revamped offensive line.

On defense, head coach Rocky Hidalgo likes the team'’s overall
speed, but would like to see a little more depth along the line. Smith will

.:_\__1 ‘
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be a ballhawking safety this fall and linebackers Dreyon Williams and
Imani Parker will figure into Walton's success. Sophomore Chad Clay
will start at cornerback and free safety. He is the son of former Georgia
Tech and New England star Willie Clay.

Peachtree Ridge head coach Mark Fleetwood was disappointed
with last year's 4-6 record. “It was a disappointing year,” he said. “We
were and are better than that, but we didn't prove that. Now, we want
to prove we're better than that.”

Senior defensive back Nick Glass is one of the biggest names on
the Lions. While Glass will roam the backfield, the linebacking corps is
talented, but untested.

On the offensive side of the football, Peachtree Ridge will work
to out-think and out-hustle opposing defenses. The offense will be
fast-paced and often work without a huddle before snaps. The biggest
name on offense will be senior tackle Orlando Brown, Jr., who is com-
mitted to the University of Tennessee. Brown is a mountain of a man at
6-foot-8, 350 pounds and is the son of a former NFL lineman. Manning
the controls on offense will be junior Chance Thrasher. Thrasher is a
strong-armed pocket passer that will optimize his quick release out of
the shotgun formation.
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GRAYSON VS. COLQUITT CO.

BY SEAN CONWAY

t will be a matchup of metro Atlanta power against South Georgia
tradition when the Grayson Rams meet the Colquitt County Pack-
ers in today's Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic. The Grayson program is
only 14-years old, but already owns a state championship. Head coach
Mickey Conn’'s Rams defeated Colquitt County in the state semifinals
35-21 en route to the 2011 Class AAAAA title. The Packers have a
state title of their own and play in what is now Region 1-AAAAAA with
heavyweights like Valdosta, Lowndes and Camden County.

Grayson has a record of 4-1in this event, all since 2008. Colquitt
County is 1-4 in the Classic. Last year they were defeated by North
Gwinnett 16-14 in the first appearance by the Packers under head coach
Rush Propst's leadership.

Grayson junior quarterback Hunter Schuessler should be familiar
in the Georgia Dome even if it will be his first start. His brother Nate
was Grayson's quarterback during the Rams' championship run. Last
fall the younger Schuessler, who possesses arm strength comparable
or stronger than his brother, led the JV squad to an undefeated season.

Grayson is only returning one starter on both sides of the ball
combined.

Schuessler will run Grayson's familiar “hybrid Wing-T" offense
and will share the backfield with senior running back Aares McCall.

o o= ¥i
McCall has big play potential. He rushed for 130 yards on just 14 carries
in Grayson's scrimmage against Gainesville earlier this month.

Colquitt County is famous for their offensive firepower in recent
years. Fans can count on seeing plenty of the football spiraling down-
field, a trademark of Propst's offenses. Senior quarterback Daniel Mo-
bley will get the keys all season after starting a handful of games last
fall. How prolific is the Packers’ offense under Propst? Colquitt County
averaged over 28 points per game (including the playoffs) despite play-
ing against stingy 1-AAAAAA competition in 2012.

There are high expectations again for the Packers’ offense, and if
the line gels quickly, look out. Propst has guided his squad to at least
the state semifinals the last four seasons and this squad is hungry to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Packers football.

Colquitt County's defense will look a little different than last year's
unit in a couple of ways. Tracy Buckhannon, formerly the secondary
position coach, has been promoted to defensive coordinator and what
tweaks and changes he'll install are still question marks. Buckhannon will
start the season minus one, possibly two, playmakers. Senior safety Tim
Sanders will miss the beginning of the season recovering from a broken
leg, and senior linebacker Brandon Key is coming off an MCL injury. Se-
nior tackle Jamiyus Pittman will disrupt opposing offensive lines.

CAMDEN CO. VS. NORTH

BY STEPHEN BLACK

his matchup of Class AAAAAA titans will be a contrast of styles

as the dynamic spread offense attack of North Gwinnett faces the
grind-it-out Wing-T running game of Camden County. The two pow-
er programs have only met once in football, a 35-0 Camden County
thrashing of the Bulldogs in the 2009 state quarterfinals. Both pro-
grams have been fixtures in the top 10 in recent years and each has
made multiple runs through the state playoffs. The Wildcats have
won three state titles since 2003 while North Gwinnett has made the
quarterfinals five times since 2006. While North Gwinnett has won
10 games or more seven straight seasons, Camden County's streak of
double-digit win seasons stretches back to 2001.

Welton Coffey steps in to try to fill the shoes of former Camden
County coach Jeff Herron, who is now at Prince Avenue Christian. Cof-
fey is familiar with the Wildcats' system, as he has been with the King-
sland school since 2006. Coffey was an assistant coach at Valdosta
for three seasons prior to coming to Camden County. Coffey was head
coach at Raines (Fla.) for six seasons, which included a Class AAAA
state championship in 1997.

North Gwinnett coach Bob Sphire has been with the Suwanee
school since 2006 and has won 10 or more games in each season. The
Brandenburg, Ky., native holds an impressive 78-13 record with the

BROOKWOOD VS. MCEACHERN

BY CRAIG SAGER Il

n the final game of the 2013 Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic, Brookwood
will take on McEachern for the first time since 2009. In that season,
McEachern won 42-32 in the opener, but fell 10 games later to the
Broncos in the first round of the state playoffs. In 2012 both squads
lost in their season-openers in the Dome, but improved throughout the
year, and once again finished the regular season with playoff berths.
This is the only matchup in the 2013 Kell Classic that pits two losing
teams from last year's event. Brookwood is the third-largest school in
the state, just behind second-ranked McEachern.

The Indians return one of the best offenses in the state, while
Brookwood returns a defensive unit that sought improvements this off-
season. There are key players that head coach Mark Crews believes in
to strengthen the Broncos' defense including linebacker Chase Middle-
ton and defensive end Chad Price. Crews holds depth on both sides
of the football, due to versatile athletes like Josh Collins and Mason
LeBlanc.

“Whoever ends up being a fullback [Collins or LeBlanc], the other
one will play safety and both of those guys are coming along really
well,” said Crews.

On offense, Joey Mclane is the new Broncos quarterback. He
steps in for 2012 starter Zach Moon. Running back Josh Brown comes
off an 800-yard junior campaign.

McEachern hopes for a big performance from its talented of-
fensive weapons. Last year, Walton sparked big play after big play and
controlled the game through its successful running attack in beating
Brookwood in the Kell Classic. Former Walton running back Tyren Jones
scored five touchdowns and had 302 yards in the 35-24 win. This year
it is Indians speed merchant Taj Griffin who will be trying to expose the
Brookwood defense from the backfield.

Senior quarterback Ty Clemons led the Indians to an undefeated
Region 4 season last year, and complements Griffin with his speed.
Clemons is projected to be an athlete at the next level and has received
multiple SEC offers.

Indians head coach Kyle Hockman will try to wear down the
Brookwood defense by controlling the ball and time of possession. In
order to gain control of the game and succeed, Hockman'’s defense will
have to slow down Brookwood. Indians defensive end Henry Famurewa
is committed to Louisville, and the 6-foot-2, 230-pounder will be a
tough matchup for Brookwood.

The Broncos' big plays and drives will have to be generated by a
new duo of receivers. Clemson signee Kyrin Priester leaves after catch-
ing 54 passes for 1,116 yards and 12 touchdowns during his senior sea-
son, and Matt Price and DaQuan Joy will act in a collective effort to
maintain the offensive production post-Priester.

Bulldogs and also had successful high school coaching stints at Knott
County Central (Ky.) and Lexington Catholic (Ky.). Additionally, Sphire
was head coach of the Lexington Horsemen in the Indoor Football
League from 2002-2003.

The Bulldogs enter this season with Sphire's son, Hayden, man-
ning the quarterback position. The younger Sphire will try to hit stand-
out wide receivers Nate Brown, Caleb Scott and Daniel Imatorbhebhe
against Camden County's exceptional secondary, which is led by Ala-
bama commitments Chris Williams and Kalvaraz Bessent. North Gwin-
nett running back C.J. Leggett, a transfer from Chattahoochee, will look
for holes behind an offensive line that is led by junior Mitch Hyatt, who
is one of the most highly-recruited players in the 2015 class.

Camden County will employ its vaunted Wing-T offensive for-
mation, which averaged more than 39 points per game last season.
The Wildcats will be replacing quarterback Brice Ramsey and running
back J.J. Green, who are now both at Georgia. Senior offensive lineman
Trayvon Williams, who is all of 6-foot-3, 315 pounds, leads Camden
County's line. The Wildcats pounded Milton 40-7 in a scrimmage last
week, proving that they have not missed a step despite losing their
head coach and several other key players from last season’s 11-2 Region
1 championship team.
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GRAYSON
RAMS

Head Coach
Mickey Conn

COLQUITT COUNTY
PACKERS

Head Coach
Rush Propst

CAMDEN COUNTY
WILDCATS

Head Coach
Jeff Herron

NORTH GWINNETT
BULLDOGS

Head Coach
Bob Sphire

# NAME GR. POS. NAME GR. POS. # NAME GR. POS. # NAME GR. POS.
[ Christian Brent 12 TE CJ Johnson 12 B 1 Chris Willam: I s 1 Sergey Hartsthorme n Wi
2 Nate Peters 12 DB 0J Guice 12 WR 3 Dalton Sikes 2 Qe/b8 2 Azuma Onyiri il D
3 12 LB/WR Kiel Pollard 10 TE 2 Kalvaray Bessent 7 R 2 - Grant Manning J RB/%
.Timothy Sanders 12 S Cole Loden 5 rew Jordan
4 12 LB 4 Q8/DB 3. ... Wesley Edward: 12 R
5 1 DB/WR Kyle Ashley. n QB 5 'J? an 'né"" on ;‘ RB/DB 3 Robert Pucciarell 12 D
6 12 RB .Chase Parrish 10 QB H Jordan Strachan... 2% Qe/08 3 Josh Horn.... 9 WR/DB
7 1 QB .Michael D Sutton 12 DB A.J. Damiano 10. RB/DB ﬁ ?riﬁ%sest‘éf 332 V(ag
8 n LB/RB -O'Shay Williams 12 ATH Ki‘l:g':\ﬂnnv 12 %Sﬁgg 5 Grayson Fowler 10 QB
Bull Barge n LB Brandon Parvi 10 Rb/0h 5 Brian Eberhard 9 WR/LB
2 n LB/RB Isaiah Thomas 10 WR Deangelo Williams 1 Re/DB o Rate Brown, 5 R
10 n DB Brandon Key 12 LB Eric Lowi: 10 RB/DB 7 9 K
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39 Darrien Iv: 10 RB/DB iver Thigpen
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° o8 Landon Scott. 1 G e Pl i i TE/DE Spencer Rers 5 06
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10 oL .Logan Moody n oL ndrew Waller 10 oL/bL Desmond Smith 12 bL
Ruben Bradford. 12 oL/DL Hunter King n oL
10. OL/LB Alfred Brown n oL 64 L Burnh 1 oL/bL Andrew Scruggs 12 oL
onathan Hunt 10 RB .Trayvus Johnson 10 oL 65 T;;;:ia:{("el@m n OHDL ullivan Berry 10 LB
N " .Dakota Baker 10 DL 65 Kyle Sterner 9 OL/DL Rylan Dodson. 9 oL
ustin Hamilton 12 oL Kyle Duke, 10 oL 66. Dujuan Duncan 1 oL/DL Drequz Smith 12 oL
66. David Thompson 10. OL/DL 55 Dutch Fink. 9. LB
harles McGugan n oL .Brandon Cope 12 oL 67 Rick Houston, 11 olL/DL 56 Aaron Hart. n LB
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" o :
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Bret Woolsey n WR/SS Bryan Okeh. 10 DB
BROOKWOOD Hobson McCain 12 FB/MLB McEACHERN Bnfernee Livas. 17 o
BRONCOS Jesse Brown RB/LB INDIANS -J. Windham 10 WR
Brandon Demerritte.. .\WR/DB glacmkel?'z:\nzjgglee H O'[S
Jon Morgan Harrell DT/T Tavon Johnson 1 DT
Head Coach Nick Coker DT/G Head Coach Christain Wade 2 LB
Mark Crews Trey Wilson m OL/DL Kyle Hockman Amad Morehanson 10 or
William Woodward 12 G/DE iach S'quth % rlif
NAME GR. POS. Gat GR. POS. mos Amosun

Nick Aube 12 RB/SS C(?nner ates n OL/DL 12 WR Greg Austin n oL
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o Y Y b oL/bL Tyler Smith 9 WR OI?Cel::l%iaﬁZan 10 DT
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SHORTER

UNIVERSITY.

Transforming Lives through Christ

www.shorter.edu
800-8668-6980

I 1l Il'ii.il ..III.I X

STARTS HERE

Countless success stories have started at Shorter University,
We believe voull hind Shorter to be a E!'|I::|1 |l!:||.1.' [ SRAFT }'uul
journey to SUCCESS, Shorter is:

W Christ-centered: We are committed to offering an excellent
education in a Christ-centered environment

+ Nationally Recognized: The Princeton Review continually
ranks= wz ps one of the South’s hesi .,':rll.;-ﬁ:_“\.

W Well-ronnded: We offer traditional degrees with more than
40 majors, acce lerated degree programs for adulis, master's
degrees, amd online degree programs,

™ Alfordable: More than 95% of our students receive

7 Home to Champions: Cur athletes have won 10 team
national championships and 25 individual national vitles,
Chir School of Fine and Performimg Ams has produced more

Metropoelitan Opera winners than any school our size.
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A Part of Georgia
High School Footbhall
Since 1979

-
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SPORTS GRILL

Proud to serve the
families, players and coaches
of Georgia high school football
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1355 ROSWELL ROAD
SANDY SFRINGS, GA 30530
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FOOTBALL
= =

GRAB YOUR FRIENDS AND PLAY
FOOTBALL IN THE GEORGIA DOME!

€2 | 16 Teams (ages 16 and up) will compate in
= a Mag foothall tourmament bénefiting the
[ ] £% | Crohn's B Colitis Foundation of America
# Who can play Y Footbaoll entheesiasts, kigh school students, corporate exncuthses,
college students, supgerers of the Crohe's B Colitls Foundastion (COFA).

® 1B eo-wd teama [T-15 gligera] ol compsts in b Nag foothall learasnint 51 Ehi
Baorgia Do, in sxchangs for raleing Nands (o benaf it COFA,

® Funids go towsnd reseanch B sducetion prograens (o Tind & cure Tor Crobey's
Disease ared Ubberatiea Colithh.

# Augiatratice: onlinaocfn o ATIFGEIORGTA

/2rs0/TOUCH

LAWN CARE, INC.
Rl N A

DESIGN

VOTED BEST
BUILD OF HOUZL
MAINTAIN 2013

IRRIGATION INSTALLATION AND REPAIR
LIGHTING INSTALLATION AND REPAIR
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES
HARDSCAPING
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR FIREPLACES/FIREPIT
PAVER PATIO
MAINTENANCE
FERTILIZATION

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
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score big!

with Fair-Play LED systems

With thousands of scoreboard solutions installed around the world today, Fair-Play has earned a reputation
for performance and reliability that spans over 90 years. And now we’ve expanded the Fair-Play line-up
to include TL Vision LED Large Screen Displays and epic™ control and management software. Get
Fair-Play into your game plan and score big on performance, reliability and value.

FAIR-
by TRANS

800.247.0265 e sales@Fair-Play.com e Trans-Lux.com
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By Craig Sager Il

Colquitt County coach Rush Propst said it best: “We might have bit off
a little more than we can chew with our schedule.” The slate that the
Packers face in 2013 will likely be the most difficult of any Georgia school.

Before the Packers dive into the daunting task of region play, they
will play Grayson, Hoover (Ala.), Lovejoy and Carver-Columbus in non-
region games.

“The schedule is phenomenal, there's no question about it,” said Propst.

Guiding the Packers through the challenging 2013 season is a
strong defensive cast led by Ole Miss committed Jamiyus Pittman.
Propst believes Pittman is one of the best defensive tackles in the state.

On offense, quarterback Daniel Mobley will be joined by Sihiem
King in the backfield. In three starts last season Mobley was 68-0f-103
passing for 1,014 yards and 10 touchdowns. Gabe Mobley is a versatile
offensive lineman that committed to Georgia State this past July.

King will be one of the offense’s playmakers. He caught a 50-yard screen
from Mobley in Colquitt County's preseason scrimmage with Norcross.

“We are looking for Sihiem to really step up at running back this
year," said Propst.

Colquitt County fell victim to Region 7-AAAAAA teams twice last
season. North Gwinnett pulled off a 16-14 win in the season opener, and
Norcross topped the Packers 41-27 in the semifinals to end the season.
Along the way, the Packers battled into the playoffs and handed Cam-
den County its first region loss since 1999. The Packers have reached
the semifinals or better in each of the past four seasons, and lost to all
four eventual state champions in the process.

During the offseason Propst lost both of his coordinators with
former offensive coordinator Jeff Hammond accepting a job at Foley
(Ala.), and defensive coordinator Travis Pearson accepting a position at
the University of South Alabama.

Propst promoted offensive line and strength coach Shawn Sutton
to offensive coordinator and safeties coach Tracy Buckhannon to defen-
sive coordinator.

“Personally, | like having new coordinators about every couple of
years,” said Propst. “It's always been a trend of mine. It sort of brings
new energy to your program. That's the way | look at it. | don't look at it
as a transition that much. | sort of like it.”

Despite possibly the state's toughest schedule and attrition on the
coaching staff, expect the Packers to be successful during their 100th
football season.

By Lauren Goldstein

fter 12 consecutive winning seasons, two in which Camden County
went undefeated (2003 and 2008), coach Jeff Herron made the

decision to leave Camden County for a head coaching position at Prince
Avenue Christian in Athens. Even though Herron is gone, his legacy will
live on at Camden County. The new head coach, Welton Coffey, was the
Wildcats' offensive coordinator under Herron.

There is no question Coffey has some big shoes to fill.

“We're getting it done. There's no question about that,” said Coffey.
“The biggest thing here at Camden County High School is the size of the pro-
gram. We're just getting used to the numbers. We have about 180 (players)
between ninth grade and seniors. That's probably the biggest adjustment, but
the kids have done an outstanding job as well as the coaching staff.”

Camden County opens with perennial-power North Gwinnett in
this year's Metro PCS Corky Kell Classic. This colossal matchup will aid
in Coffey’'s evaluation of his team’s strengths and weaknesses against
one of the best teams in Georgia.

For Coffey, a game is a game no matter what the stakes may be.

“It's hard to explain how important it is, it's a football game,” said
Coffey. “We go out there to compete and to win. The most important
thing is, because it's a non-region game, we want to see where we are,

like a scrimmage against great competition.”

North Gwinnett was 11-2 last season and lost only to the two state
finalists: Lovejoy and Norcross.

Coffey has five starters returning on offense and five returning on
defense. Last season under Herron, the Wing-T offense scored an aver-
age of 39 points and the defense allowed only an average of 10 points
per game. Coffey has no plans to change the offensive and defensive
regimes from what Herron has done in the past.

“It's been pretty good all these years, there's no question about
that,” said Coffey. “It may be a little bit different but the crust, the core
and the foundation of what we're doing won't change.”

In addition to defensive backs Kalvaraz Bessent and Chris Wil-
liams, who have both already committed to Alabama, lineman Trayvon
Williams has received several offers and Anthony Johnson is an FIU
commit.

Camden County rolled Peachtree Ridge 42-0 last year in this event
to improve to 6-1all-time in the Classic.

By Stephen Black

oach Bob Sphire has taken North Gwinnett football to new heights.

When he arrived at the Suwanee school in 2006, the Bulldogs had
never won 10 games and rarely made the playoffs. Since arriving, Sphire
has was won at least 10 games every season and, in the process, has
turned the Bulldogs into a perennial state title contender.

Sphire is quick to credit the people who have helped make his pro-
gram a winner.

“You can have all the processes and plans you want, but if you
don't have kids who will come in and work and try to develop within
the plan, you won't have success,” said Sphire. “If you don't have quality
coaches that will come in and execute the plan, it won't get done. I've
been blessed most of my career to have players and coaches who will
come in and work to try to develop within the plan.”

Under Sphire, North Gwinnett has been known for its prolific of-
fenses and stout lines of scrimmage. This year's edition is no different.
Defensive end Dante Sawyer, with offers from Alabama, Georgia and
Southern California, among many others, leads the defense while one
of the state's top wide receiver corps headlines the offense. Daniel Ima-
torbhebhe, Caleb Scott and Nate Brown dominated 7-on-7's this sum-
mer and will be the main targets of Sphire's son, Hayden, the Bulldogs’
starting quarterback. Scott had 38 catches for 684 yards and 11 touch-
downs last year, while Brown totaled 41 catches for 491 yards and nine
touchdowns.

At running back, C.J. Leggett arrived at North Gwinnett in the
offseason after transferring from Chattahoochee. Leggett holds offers
from Pittsburgh, UCLA and Vanderbilt. Offensive lineman Mitch Hyatt
enters his junior year as one of the top offensive line recruits in the na-
tion with offers from many top programs.

In the Bulldogs' way is one of the toughest schedules in the state
with non-region games against Camden County (in the Metro PCS
Corky Kell Classic) and Grayson in addition to a rough region slate that
includes teams like Mill Creek, Peachtree Ridge and defending state
champion Norcross.

Tough schedules are something Sphire swears by.

“To be successful in the kind of region we're in and to be success-
ful in the playoffs, you've got to be battle-tested,” said Sphire. “So I've
always been a firm believer that (a tough schedule) helps your team
(become) battled-tested.”

By Craig Sager Il . = ‘il

mprovement on defense will be the priority for Broncos coach Mark
Crews this season. The traditionally-sound Brookwood defense al-
lowed 28.8 points per game last season including a 56-21 loss to Mill
Creek in the second round of the playoffs.

Nick Aube and Matt Price return at safety and Hobson McCain,
Chris Dancy and Zach Williams all logged valuable minutes on defense
last season as well. The personnel on the defensive side of the ball are
improved, but Crews believes that playing good football on offense is
the best recipe for being a consistent defensive unit this fall.

The Broncos have a big challenge in the Metro PCS Corky Kell
Classic when they face McEachern, known for its high-scoring offense.

“One of the ways to limit a team that is really explosive offensively
is to play really well on offense,” said Crews. “You keep the ball away
from them. When you get a chance to be on defense you have to be
sound, aggressive and get the ball back. Obviously we are going to have
to play well on defense too, but our offense can limit their opportunities
with the ball.”

Leading the offense will be new playmakers as Clemson signee
Kyrin Priester leaves after catching 54 passes for 1,116 yards and 12 touch-
downs during his senior season. Matt Price and Daquan Joy will act in a
collective effort to maintain the offensive production post-Priester.

Joey Mclane is the new signal caller. McLane's brother Ben led
Brookwood to its last state title in 2010, and now starts for Georgia
State. Josh Brown will be the feature back and he is a seasoned starter.
The physical playmaker started in the secondary as a sophomore and
stepped in at fullback last season, rushing for more than 800 yards.

Consistency will be the mantra of this Brookwood team and it is
something that Crews says he and his staff stressed this offseason.

The Broncos compete in Region 8, one of the toughest in the state,
while McEachern and Mill Creek form a challenging non-region schedule.
Crews and his players, however, approach the season with confidence.

"Part of it [confidence] is built into your program,” said Crews.
“Past success and tradition adds into the fact that your kids feel like
they can play with the best teams and can play in games like the Kell
Classic and hold their own.”

By Stephen Black

cEachern has made the playoffs four straight times since coach

Kyle Hockman's first year at the west Cobb school. A traditional
power in Cobb County McEachern has been a staple in the Metro PCS
Corky Kell Classic, playing in the game since its 1992 inception. The
event has become a vital part of the McEachern program.

“Every year, it's a true honor for our school and our program to be
in it," said Hockman. “There's no question this is a prestigious event.
Our kids just really look forward to getting to the Dome.”

The Indians faced Brookwood in the inaugural Classic and will play
the Broncos again this year to open the season.

McEachern's schedule this year is similar to its slate last season,
when the Indians started in the Dome at the Kell Classic, then hosted
the Battle of the Big Chicken the following week. Hockman's squad had
the dubious honor of playing the defending state champion, Grayson,
then state-finalist Walton just six days later.

But the Cincinnati native prefers his schedule this way and set it
up this season in similar fashion, with Brookwood in Week 1 followed by
Lassiter six days later.

“It really separates the region from non-region games because you
have that week in between,” he explained. “It's a great measuring stick
for us and it exposes our weaknesses. We find our weaknesses against
good teams and then we go try to correct them.”

At a glance, the Indians' strength appears to be on offense this
season. Dynamic senior quarterback Ty Clemons and junior running
back Taj Griffin return to form one of the deadliest backfields in the
state. Clemons has been offered by Kentucky, Syracuse and Georgia
Southern, among others. Despite having two full seasons ahead of him,
Griffin has offers from powerhouse programs such as Georgia, Georgia
Tech, Ohio State and UCLA.

Hockman'’s face lit up when talking about his talented backfield.

"We're trying to put them in the best positions to succeed and get
them the reps, but also make sure we don't do anything silly and injure
them in the preseason,” said Hockman, who has been coaching football
since 1990. “They're really explosive guys and good kids, too. Humble,
no prima donna-type stuff.”

In addition to Griffin and Clemons, McEachern is also led by ju-
nior linemen Chuma Edoga, Chandler Jones and Louisville commitment
Henry Famurewa, a defensive end.
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Love your

AT&T 1IPhone?
Bring it to MetroPCS.

> Unlimited data, talk and text
> No annual contract

> Activate a compatible unlocked GSM phone,
including Apple’ iPhone’ and Android™

To see if your phone is compatible

and learn more about unlocking it, visit
www.metropcs.com/keepyourphone

metro-CS,

. . Wireless for All.
See a sales associate or metropcs.com/keepyourphone for details.

Details: MetroPCS does not sell the iPhone and is not affiliated with Apple Inc. Only T-Mobile’s and AT&T’s iPhones, and Verizon’s and Sprint’s iPhone 5 will work on our network. All iPhones may have limited functionality, including coverage limitations. Capable
device required for 4G speeds; the iPhone is not currently 4G capable on our network. iPhone is a registered trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. Device Unlocking: Nationwide MetroPCS service is with any unlocked compatible
GSM phone. If your current GSM phone is from another carrier, you may need to contact them to have it unlocked. Not all Android phones and iPhones compatible. Use may affect your rights and obligations. Check your device warranty and any contract you
may have with your current wireless carrier to see what conditions apply to unlocking your device. General Terms: Coverage and services not available everywhere. Sales tax not included. Not active until scanned at register. Additional airtime purchase is
required to start using service. Device and screen images simulated. Monthly plans provide wireless service and speeds vary per device. MetroPCS 4G coverage and service not available everywhere; see coverage details at metropcs.com. Nationwide
long distance only to continental U.S. and Puerto Rico. MetroPCS services for personal use only. Coverage: Maps approximate anticipated coverage outdoors, which may include limited or no-coverage areas, and do not guarantee service availability.
Network Management: Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated, or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network or ability to provide quality service to other users, or significant roaming. See associate, brochures and Terms
and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at metropcs.com for rate plan options, coverage maps, charges for features and services, and restrictions and details. ©2013 T-Mobile USA, Inc. MetroPCS related brands and trademarks are the exclusive
properties of T-Mobile USA, Inc. All other product and brand names are the properties of their respective owners.




