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CoNtENts

Jay underwood and sean Conway gives their opinions on the 
Atlanta sports scene on our columnists’ page. 

the WWe comes to town July 26 for a live event and brian 
Jones gives you a preview in this week’s cover story. 

Craig sager ii writes about the inaugural season of Mercer 
university football. 

Chris nieman previews the bb&t Atlanta open, an AtP World 
tour event. 
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stephen black at  
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for more information. 
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   and VoiCeS
COVER dEsign by dJ galbiati blalOCk
COVER PhOtOs COuRtEsy Of MERCER fOOtball,  
bill kallEnbERg/bb&t atlanta OPEn and WWE

loCAl hero: Tennis star John Is-
ner hits a forehand shot at a recent match. 
Isner, a Georgia grad, will play at the BB&T 
Atlanta Open next week at Atlantic Station. 
Photo cour tesy of on Cioffi/BB&T Atlanta Open.
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Ferry’s vision getting close to fruition

In his second year as the Hawks’ GM, 
Danny Ferry is finally able to make moves 

tailored toward his vision for the franchise. 
He has already brought in his coach Mike 
Budenholzer, who he had previously worked 
with during his days with the Spurs’ orga-
nization. With him, Budenholzer is bring-
ing over a more structured offense that is 
predicated on the pick-and-roll. This will put 
pressure on the point guard to make good de-
cisions and facilitate the offense for the team 
to have success. This is one of the reasons 
that the Hawks matched Jeff Teague’s offer 
sheet with the Bucks. Ferry also saw it fit to 
add a young point guard in the draft to be-
gin grooming in hopes of having a franchise 
leader for years to come.

neW blood ...
 This player is Dennis Schröder, a 19-year-
old point guard from Germany. He has drawn 
comparisons to Rajon Rondo and the way he 
plays shows that he is the type of player who 
makes those around him better. In his few games 
during the Las Vegas Summer League, Schröder 
has shown a knack for finding the open man and 
putting his teammates in positions to score. 
 With his second first-round pick, Ferry 
took a seven-footer out a Brazil who has gar-
nered more attention for his hair than his play, 
but Lucas Nogueira is looking to reverse this 
with his performance in Las Vegas. Dennis 
and Lucas have already developed a chem-
istry together and are putting on highlight 
worthy performances on the offensive end. 

In their first game together, Schröder threw 
a perfectly timed lob for the Nogueira finish, 
which was the first of two ferocious alley-
oops finished by the Brazilian.
 Joining these two youngsters in the Las 
Vegas Summer League are sophomores John 
Jenkins and Mike Scott and third-year player 
Shelvin Mack. So far this summer Jenkins 
and Scott are both showing signs of strength 
and polish added to their game during the 
offseason. With a season of working with 
Kyle Korver learning how to develop into a 
professional shooter, Jenkins appears to have 
learned the tricks of the trade creating more 
space to get off his deadly shot.
 Mike Scott has also added new dimen-
sions to his game, including extended range 
and a variety of posts-moves, allowing him to 
create mismatches whether guarded by larg-
er power forwards or smaller wing players. 
Together with Jenkins, Mack, Schröder, and 
Nogueira these young players form a youthful 
collective that may never develop into super-
stars, but will be a solid compliment around 
whatever pieces Ferry looks to bring in.
 This offseason along with Teague, Ferry 
has brought back Korver to continue knocking 
down shots from behind the arc creating space 
for the pick-and-roll to operate. He also went 
outside of the Hawks’ own free agents by sign-
ing Paul Millsap to a two year deal. Pairing 

Millsap with Horford on the inside will allow 
two viable options to set screens out of the post 
and make midrange jumpers that have become 
an important asset in the NBA.

dAn’s PlAn ...
 The past couple weeks have allowed Fer-
ry’s vision to come more into focus, there is still 
some uncertainty about what the final goal is. 
With there being little communication between 
the front office and the public has created frus-
tration among fans, especially with the Hawks 
missing out on free agent prizes Dwight How-
ard and Chris Paul. Even with the stars signing 
elsewhere, the Hawks have put together a com-
petitive roster for next season and there are still 
a few decisions still to be made. 
 The latest addition was Elton Brand and 
that leaves one spot for a frontcourt player 
to make the roster and that could either go 
to Nogueira or a veteran big allowing Lucas 
to continue playing oversees and developing. 
There is also the dilemma of who to start at 
small forward. With no true small forward 
on the roster who plays there will depend on 
whether Budenholzer would like to go with 
a big or small lineup. It can be assumed that 
Korver will be the primary starter given his 
proficiency for the three-ball.
 Underwood can be reached at  
junderwood@scoreatl.com.

Jay’S
 JournaL

By Jay Underwood

ColuMNIsts

Playoffs becoming the norm for Falcons

We’ve got it good here in Atlanta. We also 
tend to take a lot of things for granted. 

Our state’s economy could be worse. Our cli-
mate allows us to enjoy four seasons. We’re 
healthy in the diversity department and en-
tertainment options are endless. It’s easy to 
take all this for granted. Sometimes too easy, 
but that’s our style. In the sphere of Atlanta 
sports, we’ve also come to take your Atlanta 
Falcons for granted.

sPoiled sPorts ...
 After the Falcons’ run to the Super Bowl 
following the 1998 season, many Atlantans 
believed the long-struggling expansion team 
Rankin Smith brought to Atlanta Fulton 
County Stadium before the 1966 season had 
arrived. Of course, the Dirty Birds finished 
the next three seasons a combined 16 games 

under .500. Mediocrity, if you like to use kind 
words, had returned quickly to downtown.
 Fast forward or skip ahead to where the 
team is in 2013. Many fans believe that the 
playoffs in January are a certainty. Many 
others are actually complaining because the 
Falcons came 10 yards short of last season’s 
Super Bowl. Think about both of those state-
ments for just a second. There both true, and 
big picture, we should all be thrilled.
 The 2013 Atlanta Falcons are not a blip 
on the radar screen that 1998 squad came to 
be. The 2013 Atlanta Falcons are quite frank-
ly a sustainable beast in the NFL. Don’t take 
it for granted. Appreciate what we have.

the foundAtion ...
 The beginning of what is becoming the 
Golden Age for pro football began when 

Home Depot co-founder Arthur Blank bought 
the team from the Smith family in 2002.
  The team has averaged a winning re-
cord ever since. In 2008, Blank brought on a 
young Thomas Dimitroff from the New Eng-
land Patriots as a general manager. Dimitroff 
promptly hired a then career assistant coach 
in Mike Smith from the Jacksonville Jaguars. 
 Dimitroff and Smith decided to use the 
third overall pick in that April’s draft on Bos-
ton College quarterback Matt Ryan. In the 
five years since the foundation – and the cre-
scendo – has been building. 
 Since the beginning of the Dimitroff-
Smith era, the Falcons are 56-24 with four 
trips to the playoffs, including the last three 
in a row. Over the past five years, the Falcons 
have the second-best regular-season record 
among the 32 teams in the League. The duo 
and their support staff have produced five 
consecutive winning seasons after never hav-
ing back-to-back records prior. 
 For his efforts, Dimitroff has been award-
ed the Executive of the Year by the Sporting 
News. It shouldn’t shock anyone that Smith 
has become the winningest coach in franchise 
history. His winning percentage is the best in 
franchise history. (Jim Mora, another coach in 
Blank’s tenure has the second best record of 
Falcons). 
 
solid suPPort ...
 The success on the field has shown up 
and will continue to show up in the stands. 

Since Dimitroff, Smith and Ryan came on 
board, the Georgia Dome has been sold out 
for every single game. Every game. In 2017, 
the Falcons will christen a new stadium with 
a sleek design and retractable roof that is pro-
jected to be state of the art. 
 As the success mounts momentum, At-
lanta is becoming a destination for proven 
veteran players that want to win big. Dimi-
troff made huge noise when he lured future 
Hall of Fame tight end Tony Gonzalez from 
the Kansas City Chiefs in 2009. Gonzalez 
continues to be one of the League’s best. 
 Dimitroff continues to enhance the ros-
ter with Pro Bowlers like cornerback As-
ante Samuel last year and defensive end Osi 
Umenyiora this offseason. Often overlooked 
is the shrewd addition of placekicker Matt 
Bryant from the NFC South rival Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers before the 2009 campaign. Bry-
ant has kicked seven game-winners for the 
Falcons since including a 49-yarder to secure 
the playoff win over the Seattle Seahawks 30-
28 in January. 
 Dimitroff may not be done building the 
2013 roster, either. He has salary cap room to 
play with entering preseason camp and a pos-
sible restructuring or new long-term contract 
for Ryan would only increase the allowance.
 Yes folks, we’ve got it good here most 
definitely when it comes to our pro football 
and your Atlanta Falcons.   
 Conway can be reached at  
sconway@scoreatl.com.

the
 insider

By Sean Conway



w w w. s C o R E At l . C o M  |  5 

CoVER stoRy

The last week of July is an important one 
for Atlanta sports. The Falcons report to 

training camp to start their quest for a Super 
Bowl title. Local college football teams pre-
pare for their seasons. 
 But WWE fans will be in for a treat be-
cause the No. 1 professional wrestling orga-
nization in the world will make its return to 
Atlanta on July 26 for a live event. And for the 
fans, they will have a chance to see some of 
their favorite WWE Superstars including Ran-
dy Orton, Sheamus and Rob Van Dam. But one 
superstar that fans should really pay close at-
tention to is Damien Sandow, who is one of the 
hottest Superstars right now. Sandow made a 
name for himself Sunday in the latest pay-per-
view event, Money in the Bank.

that’s what I did.”
 With the help of learning from Kowal-
ski’s school, Sandow was able to win various 
titles at OVW, FCW and other independent 
organizations, and it was only a matter of time 
before the WWE gave him his shot. 

being the best …
 When Sandow was taking part in the 
Money in the Bank ladder match this past 
Sunday, one of his opponents was tag-team 
partner, Cody Rhodes, who is from Marietta 
and went to Lassiter High School.
 Rhodes and Sandow were known as 
Team Rhodes Scholars and were one of the 
top tag-teams this past year. However, that all 
changed when Sandow took down Rhodes to 
get the briefcase. 
 But Sandow did not see it that way. 
 “Do you know how hard it is with a 
220-pound man on top of the ladder, reach-
ing and moving about?” Sandow asked. “I 
was actually trying to help Cody and make 
sure the ladder didn’t fall. He fell off the lad-
der, the briefcase was there and I grabbed it. 
That was how that picture should have been 
painted by the media.”
  Regardless, Sandow is now focused on 
the road ahead and when he comes to Atlanta 
on July 26, he will take on Sheamus and those 
two always have a battle inside the ring. 
 “Sheamus and I had our differences in 
the past,” Sandow said. “We are going to iron 
them out in Atlanta.” 
 Another match fans will see at Philips Are-
na is Dolph Ziggler vs. CM Punk vs. Alberto 
Del Rio for the World Heavyweight title. And 
Sandow did not rule out the possibility of cash-
ing in the contract after that match was over.
 “If the opportunity presents itself, I may 
strike there,” Sandow said. “You can’t afford 
to miss this.”
 Sandow is on the rise in the WWE and 
plans to be the absolute best superstar in the 
world. But he also wants to do a lot more as 
his career in the WWE continues to grow.
 “To simply better humanity,” Sandow 
said. “It’s to use the WWE as a platform to 
get my message out. Once I have affected 
humanity in a positive way, I have attained 
the world title and the WWE title, my mission 
will be complete.”
 Photos courtesy of WWE. Jones can be 
reached at bjones@scoreatl.com.

MAking A sPlAsh ...
 Sandow took part in the Money in the 
Bank match, which is a ladder match where 
seven wrestlers compete for either a WWE 
Championship or a World Heavyweight 
Championship contract. Sandow was in the 
match where a World Heavyweight Champi-
onship contract was on the line and was able 
to come away with the victory. Now, depend-
ing on how one looks at it, the way Sandow 
won the match could be looked at as either 
very intelligent or very unfair because he sat 
back and let the other six superstars beat each 
other up and he came out of nowhere to climb 
the ladder and grab the briefcase. But Sandow 
thinks his victory is a lot more than just using 
his intellect.
 “Experts are calling my victory the most 

gut-wrenching, heartfelt and most inspirational 
victory in the history of the WWE,” Sandow 
said. “To put it bluntly, I displayed courage the 
likes of which the WWE has never seen.”
 Sandow’s victory may not be as inspi-
rational as he makes it out to be, but at the 
end of the day he has won the right to take on 
the World Heavyweight Champion anytime 
he wants within the 365 days he won on the 
contract. And based on the recent history of 
Money in the Bank contract winners Sandow 
will be the next World Heavyweight Cham-
pion, but he has to cash in the contract in the 
right place at the right time. 
 “The plan is at the opportune moment,” 
Sandow said talking about when he will cash in 
his contract. “A lot of people think that [Dolph] 
Ziggler held on to the contract and waited for 
the right moment. I disagree. Sure he won the 
world title, but it was a short-lived reign. Once 
I win, I plan on retiring with the title.”

roAd to WWe …
 If Sandow plans to retire with the World 
Heavyweight title, it will be a very long reign 
because Sandow made his television debut 
last year, and he had a certain goal when he 
started, which is still alive today. 
 “I have focused on enlightening the un-
washed masses,” Sandow said who considers 
himself as the Intellectual Savior of the Mass-
es. “If the Money in the Bank briefcase enables 
me to get the world title and further my cause, I 
will run with it. My crusade goes on.”
 Before Sandown made his WWE debut, 
he has wrestled in its developmental territories, 
Ohio Valley Wrestling and Florida Champion-
ship Wrestling. While wrestling at both orga-
nizations, Sandow got the opportunity to learn 
from former WWE Superstars and get better 
each time he stepped into the ring. 
 “Every day is a chance to learn from 
life experience,” Sandow said. “What I’ve 
learned in various other places has made me 
the intellectual savior that I am today. That 
has also made me Sir Money in the Bank.”
 Another place that made Sandow the Su-
perstar that he is now is at Killer Kowalski’s 
wresting school where other superstars such 
as Triple H and Kofi Kingston were students 
and became top guys in the WWE. 
 “It was the Harvard of professional wres-
tling schools,” Sandow said. “If you are go-
ing to do something, learn from the best. And 

Sandow arrives in time for Atlanta show

 WWe
    LiVe

By Brian Jones
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THumbS DOWN 
TO INjuRIES

Injured Dreamers
Forward Sancho Lyttle under-
went surgery on her fractured 
left foot Monday and will be out 
six-to-eight weeks. Meanwhile, 
superstar Angel McCoughtry 
missed the team’s game Sunday 
in Seattle with a strained achilles. 
Guard Tiffany Hayes was also out 
with a knee injury. Let’s hope the 
Dream gets healthy soon!

braves Outfield
The outfield trio of B.J. Upton, Justin Upton 
and Jason Heyward were all injured in the 
same week. As a result, the Braves are not 
going to be full strength heading into the 
all-important second half of the season. 
New outfielders, Jose Constanza, Reed 
Johnson, and Joey Terdoslavich, are set to 
replace the hurt trio.

Roddy’s Twitter
The Falcons receiver apologized 
on July 14 for an inappropriate 
tweet he sent out the night before, 
giving his point of view on the 
Zimmerman Trial’s verdict. While 
we respect White’s right to voice 
his opinion, his twitter account 
has gotten him in trouble before. 
Maybe this latest incident will con-
vince Roddy to tone it down. 

SCore
LiSt

CRuNCHINg  
   THE NumbERS

bY briAn Jones bY kristA sAger
fAlCons rePort: on thursday, the fal-
cons will begin preparing for the 2013 season 
as training camp starts at their headquarters in 
flowery branch. the birds looked strong during 
the otAs and minicamp, so it’s now time for them 
to take it up a notch because the opener against 
the new orleans saints is right around the corner. 

fAll CAMP: shortly after the falcons report 
to training camp, ugA and georgia tech players 
will start fall camp as both teams gear up for the 
2013 season. the dawgs will open the season 
against Clemson on Aug. 31 while the Jackets 
will host elon on the same day. And let’s not 
forget about georgia state who face samford on 
Aug. 30.

CoMe together: the roster for the 2013-
14 hawks is taking shape as the front office has 
made some key signings this week. they signed 
Jeff teague to a four-year, $32 million deal and 
also signed elton brand to add veteran leader-
ship. it’s clear the hawks are rebuilding, but they 
are getting the right players to help them become 
contenders sooner than later. 

hAll of bisher: the late furman bisher, 
who was a columnist for the AJC, is one of the 
finalists for the J.g. taylor spink Award to be rec-
ognized in the baseball hall of fame. if bisher is 
elected, he has a chance to join greg Maddux, 
tom glavine, bobby Cox and John schuerholz as 
all four are eligible to be inducted into the base-
ball hall of fame next year. 

footbAll PreVieWs: We just wrapped 
up our high school football previews as we took 
a look at nearly of the top programs in the state. 
We have some of the previews from AAAAAA in 
this week’s prep section, but you can always go 
to scoreAtl.com to check out all the previews 
we have done the last six weeks. the season is 
nearly a month away. Are you excited?
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THumbS uP TO 
CHAmPIONSHIPS

Silverbacks
Atlanta Silverbacks won the 2013 North Ameri-
can Soccer League spring season champion-
ship by defeating Minnesota 3-0. Later, a loss 
by the Carolina Railhawks secured the title for 
the Atlanta soccer team. The Silverbacks are 
the first Atlanta professional sports team to win 
a championship since 1995 (Atlanta Braves).

ugA Recruiting
The Bulldog Nation has 15 com-
mitments for the 2013 season and 
could see more. Of these is offen-
sive linemen Isaiah Wynn, Jake Ed-
wards and Dyshon Sims. Also, on 
the list of commits, are wide receiv-
ers Shakenneth Williams and Mi-
ami’s Gilbert Johnson. Kendall Gant 
is a safety out of Lakeland, Fla., that 
has also committed to play for UGA.

Home-grown All-Stars
Five former Georgia baseball play-
ers were named 2013 All-Stars. The 
list includes Reds’ second baseman 
Brandon Phillips out of Redan, Do-
monic Brown Phillies outfielder, also 
from Redan, Cardinals pitcher Adam 
Wainwright, from Glynn Academy, 
Giants catcher Buster Posey out 
of Lee County, and Braves catcher 
Brian McCann from Duluth.

All-star appearances by braves 
catcher brian McCann (2006-
2011,2013)

All-star appearances by closer Craig 
kimbrel (2011, 2012, 2013)

turnovers by both Josh smith and 
lebron James in the 2012-2013 sea-
son (14th in the nbA)

3-pt field goals made by kyle korver 
last year (fourth most in the league)

rebounds by hawks center Al hor-
ford in the 2012-2013 season (11th 
most in the nbA)

Assists by hawk Jeff teague in the 
2012-2013 season (sixth most in the 
nbA)

starters returning from the 2012 (15-
0) football state champion norcross 
blue devils

losses in the regular season for 
northside-Wr coach kevin kinsler in 
his three seasons

Passing touchdowns by gainesville 
Qb deshaun Watson during his junior 
2012 season

Percent completion rate for Matt 
ryan in away games last season

Yards after catch by Julio Jones last 
season.

our tWo CentS
 our email newsletter is something we take a lot of pride 
in at score. if you aren’t familiar with it, it is a high school 
sports-heavy publication that we produce each day to fill in 
our readers on the latest happenings in georgia prep sports. 
We send it out Monday through friday throughout the year 
and Monday through saturday during the fall. 
 not only do we cover popular sports like football, basket-
ball and baseball, we also cover every other varsity sport 
the ghsA fields. if you like georgia high school sports at all, 
sign up for our email newsletter by visiting www.tinyurl.com/scorenewsletter and 
enter your email address(es) that you’d like added to the distribution list. 
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“Certainly playing with them  
for a couple of years now,  

I’ve always considered myself 
very fortunate to have those 
guys around me. So it feels 

great, I’m happy we have all 
those guys and we’ve picked  
up some of the new guys. I  
think Steven fits right in.” 

- Matt Ryan on the powerful  
weapons the Falcons  
possess on offense.  answer on page 14
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Bobby Lamb, who took the Mercer head 
football coaching job in 2011, is faced 

with bringing football tradition to Mercer af-
ter a 72-year football hiatus. Lamb was the 
head coach for the Furman Paladins from 
2002-10, but his will be his first coaching job 
in his home state.  
 In high school Bobby played for his father 
Ray at Commerce High School, and quarter-
backed them to the 1981 Class AA state cham-
pionship. That season Bobby took home the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s AA Back of the 
Year. Ray is recently retired and his two ad-
ditional state championships at Warren Coun-
ty persuaded his induction into the Georgia 
Athletic Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 
Bobby’s brother Hal is Calhoun High School’s 
head coach, and has` led the Yellow Jackets to 
five straight state championship appearances. 
The Lamb’s are rich in football tradition and 
with Bobby right in the heart of the state, that 
tradition will continue to grow. 

because Mercer is now has the means to offer 
scholarships. During the 2013 season, Mer-
cer will compete in the Pioneer League, and 
2014 will mark the initiation into the South-
ern Conference and the Bears will be a fully-
functioning D-I program. 
 “I certainly see this year being differ-
ent with these [elite] camps,” said Lamb. 
“We’ve got two set up and we may think 
twice and next year add a third one. I really 
think it is going to become very popular be-
cause now we are giving scholarships. And 
let’s face it these one day camps have be-
come very popular the last five or six years. 
The bottom line is they are a tryout. You can 
basically try out on a college campus. So 
you are investing $55 in hopes of getting a 
$40,000 per year education.”
  As for the 2013 season, it will be a his-
toric day for Georgia football. According to 
assistant coach Grant Cain, they have already 
sold over 3,000 season tickets. The anticipa-
tion has been been building during the past 
two years, and the coaches and players have 
been as patient as possible.
 Photos courtesy of Mercer Foot-
ball. Craig Sager II can be reached at 
csager@scoreatl.com. 

 “As a program, we started recruiting in-
side out,” said Lamb. “We want to get all four 
corners of the state first.”

lAMb the leAder ...
 After high school, Lamb quarterbacked 
at Furman from 1982–85. While leading the 
Paladins, he would beat three Division I-A 
opponents including South Carolina in 1982, 
Georgia Tech in 1983, and N.C. State twice, 
in 1984 and 1985. In 1985, Lamb led the Pal-
adins to the Southern Conference Champion-
ship and was named Southern Conference 
Player of the Year. This experience makes 
the Bobby Lamb Football Camps each year a 
growing success. 
  In 1992, Lamb was a freshman at Fur-
man, and worked the Quarterback Receiver 
and Offensive Line Camp. When he took 
the Furman head-coaching job in 2002, it 
adopted the his name to become the Bobby 
Lamb Football Camp. The 2013 Bobby Lamb 

Camps mark the 3erd year that Bobby has 
been associated with them. Added to the slate 
are middle school camps, and a series of Elite 
camps aimed for recruitment. 
 “The middle school quarterback camp 
was my idea, and I put that in motion,” said 
Lamb. “Last year was our first year. It is 
a two-day one night quarterback camp for 
sixth, seventh and eighth graders where they 
will just concentrate strictly on the fundamen-
tals of playing quarterback.”
 Bringing hundreds of campers through 
campus allows Lamb to show off Mercer’s 
state of the art facilities.
 “Our camps are two-fold,” explained 
Lamb. “Those [Middle School] camps are for 
kids that want to come to an old-fashioned 
camp hardworking camp where you get indi-
vidualized instruction and you get maximum 
reps. I cannot tell you how many reps they 
get. If their arms are not sore and their legs 
are not sore then they have not been in our 
camp, but the other side is the Rising Senior 
Elite camp, which is pretty much our recruit-
ing camp. We bring kids in and we try them 
out for one day and we show them our facili-
ties and show them our campus.”
 This year saw an influx in attendance, 

Lamb brings bears football to life
By Craig Sager II
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hIgh sChool spoRts

bulldogs look for that special break Norcross aims for rare 6A repeat

Before head coach Bob Sphire took over 
at North Gwinnett in 2006, the Bulldogs 

never won more than nine games in a single 
season. But that changed as soon as Sphire 
started and the Bulldogs have won 10 or more 
games the last seven seasons. 
 Last year, the Bulldogs were 11-2 with 
their two losses coming against the two teams 
that played in the Class AAAAAA state 
championship game (Lovejoy and Norcross). 
 “We were right there,” Sphire said in re-
gards to last season. “But it’s 6A ball in Geor-
gia. You have to have a break here or a break 
there in order to succeed.”
 With 10 starters returning from last sea-
son, the Bulldogs hope more breaks will go 
their way in 2013. And in order for them 
to have a better year in 2013, quarterback 
Hayden Sphire will have play efficient foot-
ball. However, the signal-caller should be 
very familiar with the offense, as his father is 
the team’s head coach.
 “[Hayden] understands the nuances and the 
pre-snap reads,” Hayden’s father, Bob, said. 
 Another key player to the Bulldogs offense 
is running back C.J. Leggett, who has gotten of-
fers from Georgia State, UCLA, Vanderbilt and 
Yale. Leggett is a transfer from Chattahoochee.

Perfection is rarely attained. However, the 
preseason No. 1 Norcross Blue Devils, 

with head coach Keith Maloof leading the 
way, went undefeated and won the program’s 
first state title last season. In doing so, the 
Blue Devils also set a school record with a 
15-game winning streak.

returning PlAYers ...
 The Blue Devils return eight players on 
offense and seven on defense. Maloof men-
tioned the team having to find a replacement 
for quarterback Joseph Wilbur, a player who 
flashed a superb 29-to-5 touchdown-to-INT 
ratio and workhorse running back Alvin Ka-
mara, who rushed for 2,264 yards on 303 
carries, who each played a pivotal role in the 
Blue Devils’ 2012 success.
 Maloof is excited to have four starting 
offensive linemen back as well as athlete 
Miles Autry back for one more season. In 
2012, the Blue Devils utilized Autry in al-
most every way possible from running back, 
where he rushed for 560 yards while averag-
ing 9.1 yards a pop, as well as playing some 
wide receiver, snagging 45 balls for 632 re-
ceiving yards. 

 On defense, the defensive line for the 
Bulldogs looks to be strong and Sphire is look-
ing forward to what they can do this season. 
 “We have a lot of experience on the de-
fensive line,” Sphire said. “We can have an 
impactful defensive front.”
 Leading the defensive front is defensive 
end Dante Sawyer who is a four-start recruit 
according to Rivals. Saywer has gotten offers 
from all across the country including Georgia, 
Alabama and South Carolina. 
 Linebacker Carter Cross and defensive 
back Bobby Young are two other players to 
watch on defense. Young was named to the 
All-Region 7-AAAAA team last season.
 One big challenge for the Bulldogs will 
be the schedule. They open the season on 
Aug. 24 against Camden County at the Geor-
gia Dome, will host Grayson the following 
week and will travel to Norcross to face the 
defending AAAAAA state champions. 
 But Sphire feels like his team is ready for 
the challenge ahead of them.
 “They prepare to win a state title continu-
ously,” Sphire said talking about his players. 
“They always execute at a state level.”
 Sager can be reached at  
csager@scoreatl.com.

 Defensively the player who sticks out is 
defensive end Lorenzo Carter, who stands at 
a staggering 6-foot-6, 230 pounds. As one of 
the top players in the country, Carter is being 
recruited by just about every BCS college in 
the nation. In 2012, Carter recorded at least 
one sack in every game and the result of that 
were 18 sacks, not to mention registering 
136 tackles (79 solo) from the defensive end 
position. 
 Maloof didn’t hesitate to give Carter 
his due.
 “He’s one of the top defensive ends in 
the nation,” said Maloof. “He does things that 
little guys do and does it with having a frame 
of 6-5, 230. His motor doesn’t stop, he’s very 
physical, he can play in space, he can rush the 
end, he can do a lot of different things.”
 The Blue Devils possess a surefire mid-
dle linebacker in Keith Mouhon, who regis-
tered a whopping 152 tackles in 2012. 
 The 2013 campaign kicks off on Aug. 
24 when the Blue Devils take on Booker T. 
Washington (Fla.) in a game broadcasted by 
ESPN. 
 Nieman can be reached at  
cnieman@scoreatl.com.

NORTH gWINNETT
 PreVieW

NORCROSS
 PreVieW

By Craig Sager II By Chris Nieman

Class AAAAAA

1.    norcross 

2.    Colquitt County

3.    north gwinnett

4.    Mceachern

5.    lowndes

6.    north Cobb

7.    Mill Creek

8.    Walton

9.    lovejoy

10.  Peachtree ridge 

 Class AAAAA

1.  gainesville  

2. northside-Wr 

3. thomas Co. Central 

4. stephenson

5. flowery branch

6. tucker

7. kell

8. M.l. king

9. Whitewater

10. Ware County               

Class AAAA

1.  sandy Creek

2. burke County

3. Carrollton

4. Cairo

5. Marist

6. griffin

7. statesboro

8. Westside-Macon

9. stockbridge

10. Monroe Area               

Class AAA

1.  buford

2. Peach County

3. thomson

4. Carver-Columbus

5. st. Pius x

6. Cartersville  

7. north hall

8. Washington Co.

9. blessed trinity

10. north oconee

Class AA

1.  Calhoun

2. brooks County

3. gAC

4. fitzgerald

5. lamar County

6. Jefferson

7. Cook

8. Washington-Wilkes

9. lovett

10. Vidalia                

Class A - Private

1.  elCA 

2.  george Walton Acad.

3.  Prince Ave. Chr.

4.  savannah Chr. 

5.  landmark Chr. 

6.  brookstone 

7.  first Presbyterian 

8.  darlington 

9.  Athens Academy 

10. holy innocents’ 

Class A - Public

1.  lincoln County 

2.  Wilcox County 

3.  irwin County 

4.  Wilkinson County 

5.  seminole County 

6.  eCi 

7.  Marion County 

8.  Miller County 

9.  Charlton County 

10. dooly County

PreseAson footbAll rAnkings
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BB&t
   open

Over the course of nine days (July 20-July 
28) the competitive sport of tennis will 

be inundating the streets of Atlanta with the 
2013 BB&T Atlanta Open located at Atlantic 
Station. The BB&T Atlanta Open is an ATP 
250 World Tour event that has been played at 
Atlantic Station for the past two years and is 
currently in its third year of a five-year deal. 
The tournament will also be broadcasted live 
by ESPN2 and Tennis Channel in front of at 
least 30,000 avid tennis fans. The prize mon-
ey is a nice chunk of change sitting at a grand 
total of $546,930. Each tournament winner(s) 
is allocated a decent percentage of the prize 
money. In this tournament, the singles winner 
will be awarded $98,700 and the doubles win-
ners will split $30,000. 

bACkground info ...
 The BB&T Atlanta Open, which will be 
played on hard court, consists of a singles 
main draw, doubles main draw and qualifiers 
draw. The singles main draw possesses a total 
of 28 players with four players coming from 
qualifying. In doubles there will be a 16-team 
main draw. Last, but not least, is qualifying, 
which consists of a 32-player singles draw.
 The BB&T Atlanta Open has been noth-
ing short of a hit within the tennis community 

in Atlanta as well as the city of Atlanta itself. 
People from all over the area have flocked 
over to Atlantic Station to watch incredible 
tennis matches right before their eyes, and 
2013 should be another special time for the 
tennis faithful.
 This event plays a lucrative role in ush-
ering in the almighty dollar to the city, host, 
sponsor, charities, etc.
 “I think certainly we’ve had some con-
vention and visitors bureau reports that were 
done last year that showed well over a $10 
million economic impact to the city, so cer-
tainly that’s important,” said Bob Bryant, ten-
nis tournament director. 
 “We’re just doing a ton in terms of clin-
ics for kids, in terms of engaging a lot of 
things the community wouldn’t otherwise be 
exposed to in an event like this and even on 
the fundraising side,” said Bryant.
 The Mayor of Atlanta, Kasim Reed has 
acknowledged the fact that this tournament 
has benefited the city and also understands 
how vibrant and strong the tennis community 
is in Atlanta.
 Having an event like this with a very 
competitive field creates a solid opportunity 
for exposure.
 “This is also tremendous exposure for 

the city given that it’s a national broadcast 
for ESPN2 and Tennis Channel,” said Bryant. 
“Also, 18-20 countries that we do broadcast 
arrangements with as well are really showing 
the center of the city as this vibrant environ-
ment in the tournament.   
 The location of the BB&T Atlanta Open 
is in a superb setting at Atlantic Station. The 
players and fans are impressed with the facility 
and its amenities which comprise of a multi-
plex movie theatre and a vast amount of shops 
and restaurants. Atlantic Station also has mag-
nificent view of Atlanta’s skyline. The tourna-
ment has two years left on its current agree-
ment with Atlantic Station and thoughts about 
renewal have been brought up. 
 “It’s been beneficial to both parties and 
we all intend to keep it going as long as we 
can,” said Bryant.

tAlented field ...
 The 2013 BB&T Atlanta Open is full of 
talent and will be a spectacle for all who at-
tend the event. In regards to the doubles draw, 
Bryant is thrilled about the lineup that will be 
competing.
 “I’m extremely excited; this is the best 
doubles lineup that we’ve ever had,” said 
Bryant. 
 The Bryan Brothers will likely be the 
favorites to win the doubles. After making 
history at Wimbledon, the Bryan’s became 
the first men’s doubles team in the history of 
Open-era tennis to hold all four major titles 
at the same time. The combination of Bob 
and Mark Bryan create the best duo in tennis 
history and it will take fierce competition to 
derail their momentum. 
 “Getting the Bryan brothers here was 
great,” said Bryant. “But actually if you look 
at the lineup, we’ve got several top 20 world 
doubles teams that are playing and these 
unique matchups of an Australian Davis Cup 
team in Lleyton Hewitt and Chris Guccione 
to James Blake and Jack Sock--two Ameri-
cans who have actually played very well 
together and won a tournament before as a 
doubles team earlier this year.”
 Having all of these phenomenal doubles 
teams competing in this tournament is ben-
eficial for the tennis community of Atlanta 
considering the city has more people playing 
in doubles leagues and doubles tournaments 
than anywhere in the country.
 In the singles-draw, the talent pool con-
tinues. Mardy Fish, the 2011 and 2012 cham-
pion, returns to attempt to win three out of 
four tournaments. It would be his first BB&T 
Atlanta Open. 
 Veteran Lleyton Hewitt continues to main-
tain a competitive nature throughout the course 
of his career and he looks to add some flavor the 
field of competitors in the singles draw.
 John Isner, a University of Georgia gradu-
ate, is a fan favorite who finished runner-up in 
2010-2011. Isner certainly has the game and 
imposing attributes that make him a scary op-
ponent. The former UGA star realizes how 

big-time pro tennis returns to Atlanta
By Chris Nieman

close he has come and has his eyes set on 2013.
 “He really wants Atlanta,” said Bryant.
 Nathan Pasha, a current UGA student-
athlete, is competing in the qualifying draw 
for singles and is a legitimate threat to make 
the cut. At UGA in the 2012-13 tennis season, 
Pasha led the Bulldogs in singles victories 
and was named first team All-SEC and SEC 
Championships All-Tournament team. The 
sophomore has been highly impressive in his 
college career and looks the make a name for 
himself in Atlanta.
 With the overall talent pool and the lo-
cation of the event being picture perfect, the 
2013 BB&T Atlanta Open has all the ingredi-
ents for a special tournament. 
 Photo of stadium courtesy of Matthew 
Stockman/Getty Images and photo of John 
Isner courtesy of Bill Kallenberg/BB&T 
Atlanta Open. Nieman can be reached at  
cnieman@scoreatl.com.
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Injury bug hits hard on road trip

Every trip to the west coast is difficult. 
The time change is difficult, the length 

of travel can be tiresome and not having 
Angel McCoughtry in the starting lineup 
can be downright exasperating. The Atlanta 
Dream not only missed their star player, 
but also shooting guard Tiffany Hayes and 
forward Sancho Lyttle. McCoughtry was 
out due to an Achilles strain, but should be 
back by next week. The short-handed line-
up could not keep up with the Seattle Storm 
and the Dream was defeated for the second 
straight time, 73-65.
 Head coach Fred Williams had only 
eight players available in Seattle, but felt that 
his team put forth an energetic effort nonethe-
less. 
 “I thought for the personnel we have 
on the floor right now, we really generated a 
lot of energy,” Williams told the AP. “But in 
the fourth quarter, we ran out of gas. We had 

some open shots but didn’t put those down.”
 Despite not having a full lineup, Atlan-
ta took a 37-32 lead into halftime. Forward 
Erika de Souza scored 12 of her team-high 
16 points in the first half to lead the Dream. 
Rookie guard Alex Bentley put up a career-
high 16 points, five assists and four steals. At-
lanta was led in rebounding by de Souza’s 14 
boards.
 The loss to Seattle snapped a five-game 
winning streak against the Storm, including a 
68-59 win at Philips earlier this season.

All-stAr Angel ...
 It is a certainty that forward Angel Mc-
Coughtry will be playing in the 2013 WNBA 
All-Star Game on July 27 in Connecticut. 
This will be the third straight trip to the All-
Star game for McCoughtry. The only thing 
left to be determined is whether she will start 
or not. Starters are voted on by the fans and 

the latest update shows McCoughtry trailing 
Elena Delle Donne and Tamika Catchings by 
a considerable margin in votes.
 McCoughtry should start because she 
has had a remarkable season. The fifth-year 
forward is leading the team in points, assists 
and steals. McCoughtry is leading the league 
in steals with an average of 3.5 thefts per 
game.
 For the third time in her career, Mc-
Coughtry was named player of the month for 
the month of June after leading Atlanta to a 
league-best 10-1 mark.
 In addition, Angel McCoughtry was 
nominated for an ESPY award for the second 
straight season. McCoughtry is up for Best 
WNBA Player, along with four other of her 
peers.

first Aid ...
 Both Sancho Lyttle and Tiffany Hayes 
underwent successful surgeries last week. 
Lyttle’s surgery was to repair a fractured left 
foot. The forward sustained the injury in her 
first game back following a six-game absence 
while playing in Spain.
  Lyttle led Spain to the gold medal in 
the EuroBasket Women 2013 tournament. 
She averaged 14.3 points, 8.5 rebounds and 
2.5 assists en route to earning the tournament 
MVP award. The fractured left foot will take 
6-8 weeks to heal, which means Lyttle is out 
until the WNBA playoffs.

 Shooting guard Tiffany Hayes under-
went surgery to repair a torn meniscus in her 
left knee. Hayes is in her second season and 
averages 10.2 points per game. The knee in-
jury will keep her out for the next 3-4 weeks. 
A full recovery is expected.
 McCoughtry strained her Achilles, but a 
week of rest will help and she should return 
for Atlanta’s next game.

on the doCket ...
 The Dream will continue on the road 
against Western Conference foes this week 
with games against the Los Angeles Sparks 
and the Tulsa Shock. Atlanta defeated Tulsa 
in the first preseason game at home this year, 
but has yet to play L.A.
 Tulsa has the worst record in the WNBA 
at 3-13 and will come into Sunday’s game as 
losers of six straight contests. Despite the bad 
record and long losing streak, Tulsa does have 
some talented players.
 Forward Glory Johnson leads the team 
with a double-double average of 16.1 points 
and 10.2 rebounds per game. Johnson has a 
great low-post game that Atlanta will have to 
stop in order to come out with a win.
 The game against Tulsa will conclude a 
season-high four game road trip. The Dream 
returns to Philips Arena on July 24 against 
Connecticut. 
 Deighton can be reached at  
jdeighton@scoreatl.com.

dreaM
    Beat

By Joe Deighton
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University of Georgia star swimmer Alli-
son Schmitt was selected as 2012-2013 

Roy F. Kramer Southeastern Conference 
Female Athlete of the Year via a vote by the 
entire SEC’s directors of athletics on July 2.
 Schmitt has unquestionably made a name 
for herself with her heroics in the water. In 
the 2012 London Olympics, Schmitt achieved 
three gold medals, one silver and one bronze. 
Not only did Schmitt win multiple Olympic 
medals, the UGA star also led the Lady Bull-
dogs swimming team to an SEC title and Na-
tional Championship in her senior year.
 “There are so many exceptional athletes 
in our conference, so to win this award is 
really humbling,” Schmitt said. “I think the 
SEC is the greatest conference in the coun-
try. Just from a swimming standpoint, you 
have Olympians and NCAA champions all 
over the place. And then with the other sports, 
what those women have accomplished is so 
impressive. This is truly an honor, and it’s one 
that I share with my family and friends who 
have supported me throughout my career, my 
teammates, my coaches and all the people 
who love the University of Georgia.”
WAtCh lists ...
 There are multitudes of Bulldogs who 

As college football fast approaches, the 
buzz is beginning to swarm down on The 

Flats. The sports information department and 
marketing teams have been busy promoting 
the 2013 season. One effort to get fans foam-
ing for football is of the traditional variety, 
the other effort is a little more avant-garde.
 Tech recently revealed that their annual 
Fan Day activities will be held beginning 
at 3:00 p.m. on Callaway Plaza just outside 
Grant Field at Bobby Dodd Stadium on Aug. 
3. The party begins with games, inflatable 
playsets for kids, cheerleaders, the Rambling 
Wreck and Buzz. 
 All the players and head coach Paul John-
son will be available for pictures and autographs 
beginning at 4:00 inside the stadium. Atten-
dance is free and all fans receive a free poster. 
 In less traditional fashion, the athletic 
department is promoting “The Process.” The 
Process is a series of webisodes over nine 
weeks that chronicles the Yellow Jackets 
preparations for the 2013 season. It can be ac-
cessed through www.rambinwreck.com. 
 The Process is a sort of documentary-
meets-reality show-meets-online marketing 
opportunity. Viewers get a behind the scenes 
look at the football program from every angle 
including the coaches, players and facilities. 

have been named to award watch lists at their 
particular positions. Quarterback Aaron Mur-
ray and running back Todd Gurley are a pair 
of Bulldogs on the Maxwell Award watch 
list, given to the collegiate player of the year. 
Wide receiver Malcolm Mitchell has been 
named to the Paul Hornung Watch List, given 
to the most versatile player in college. Tight 
end Arthur Lynch has been named to the 
Mackey Award watch list, given to the na-
tion’s top tight end. 
 Defensive back Damian Swann has been 
named to two watch lists, the Jim Thorpe 
award, given to the nation’s best defensive 
back and the Bronko Nagurski award, given 
to the national defensive player of the year. 
Offensive lineman Chris Burnette has been 
name to two watch lists, the Outland Trophy, 
given to the nation’s best interior lineman and 
also the Rotary Lombardi watch list. Line-
backer Jordan Jenkins has been named to the 
Butkus Award watch list, given to the nation’s 
best linebacker.
 After watching a handful of its stars de-
part for the NFL and/or graduate last season, 
Georgia looks like it has a few guys who can 
step up and take new leadership roles.
  Nieman can be reached at  
cnieman@scoreatl.com.

Schmitt selected as SEC’s top female athlete “The Process” gives look at football program

teCH
  BuZZ

By Chris Nieman By Sean Conway

BuLLdog     
    Beat

KSU rising junior Jimmy Beck proved that 
he is one of the best amateur golfers in the 

state this past weekend as he won the Georgia 
State Amateur. 
 The event took place at the Pinetree 
Country Club in Kennesaw and Beck was 
able to win by shooting a 2-under par 69 in 
the final round on Sunday. In the four rounds 
Beck played in, he shot 73, 70, 73 and 69 
to tally and overall score of 1-over par 285, 
which is two shots better than Travis Wil-
liamson.
 “I had a fun week and I’m truly blessed 
to have the support of my parents, team, and 
Pinetree members,” Beck told ksuowls.com 
after the event. “This is a humbling experi-
ence and I am still trying to soak it all in. I am 
so honored to have my name associated with 
great champions such as Bobby Jones.”
 Beck was one of six current or former 
Owls that took part in the tournament. Jona-
than Klotz and assistant coach Chad Wilson 
each tied for 11th, shooting 8-over par. 
boY of suMMer …
 Max Pentecost had a strong year for the 
baseball team this past season, and he shows 
no signs of slowing down.
 Pentecost is currently playing in the 
Cape Cod League which is a collegiate base-

miles gets first taste of new conference Football season ticket info released

pantHer
  proWL

oWL
 outLooK

By Jay Underwood By Brian Jones
ball summer league, and was recently named 
Player of the Week. On July 10, Pentecost 
broke a league record by reaching base safely 
seven times. In the following game, Pentecost 
hit two homers and ended the week at 8-for-
11 with six RBIs and two walks. 
 As of Wednesday, Pentecost is tied for 
the league lead with five homers and is also 
second in the league in batting average (.370).
other neWs …
 KSU released its football ticket informa-
tion last week and season tickets will cost $99 
for the first three seasons. In order to be eli-
gible, a $20 deposit is required along with a 
completed letter of intent that will make that 
fan a part of the Priority Seat Program. Seats 
will be selected in the spring of 2015 which is 
also year the Owls will play their first game.
 In basketball news, the 2013-14 sched-
ule was released this week and the non-
conference part of the schedule is nothing to 
laugh at. 
 The Owls will play Georgia Tech, Indi-
ana, Kent State, Cincinnati, Mississippi State 
and Florida International this season. They 
will receive $80,000 when they take on Cin-
cinnati as well as Mississippi State. 
 Jones can be reached at  
bjones@scoreatl.com.

With the conclusion of the Sun Belt Con-
ference’s media days in New Orleans, 

we have entered the home stretch until the 
return of college football. Representing Geor-
gia State at the Superdome were head coach 
Trent Miles and senior offensive tackle Ulrick 
John. Miles talked about how measuring suc-
cess with wins doesn’t tell the whole story, 
especially in a program’s infancy. What he is 
expecting out of his team this upcoming sea-
son is to compete at a high level. 
CoMing together ...
 John spent his time with the media talk-
ing about how the older players on the team 
have been stepping up this offseason and tak-
ing on a leadership role that had been neglect-
ed in years past. John along with other seniors 
have been organizing team building outings 
throughout the summer such as trips to Six 
Flags and an upcoming Braves game. Just 
building the bonds between players should 
help the team when the going gets tough 
through the long upcoming season.
 The coach that has surprised John the most 
has been his new offensive coordinator. Jeff Jag-
odzinski has an illustrious coaching career with 
its pinnacle during his two seasons as Boston 
College’s head coach where he amassed a 20-8 

record and captured two ACC Atlantic Divi-
sion titles. Now he is here, in the city where his 
crown jewel, Matt Ryan, completes passes on 
Sundays. Ulrick says that he is blown away by 
how much Jagodzinski knows about football. 
He says that he has already learned so much and 
looks forward to using it on the field to make 
himself a more complete player.

hArroW CleAred ...
 Ryan Harrow was formally cleared to 
participate and compete with the Georgia 
State Panthers this upcoming season. The for-
mer Kentucky guard transferred to Georgia 
State this year and under normal NCAA pro-
tocol would have had to sit out this upcoming 
season, but the NCAA deemed the cause for 
transfer sufficient.
 Harrow is transferring closer to home so 
that he can be around family while his father 
is recovering from his medical conditions. 
Now that he is here, the four-man rotation of 
RJ Hunter, Devonta White, Manny Atkins, 
and now Harrow should make the Panthers 
the favorite in the Sun Belt. The basketball 
season can’t get here soon enough for Coach 
Hunter and the Panthers.
 Underwood can be reached at 
junderwood@scoreatl.com.

While it definitely casts the team in a favor-
able light, it also proves very informative for 
non-college football insiders. 
JACkets to WAtCh ...
 Every mid-July, the college football 
postseason awards begin releasing their 
“watch lists” of candidates, and the Yellow 
Jackets are well represented this summer. 
 Defensive end Jeremiah Attaochu is draw-
ing more than his share of attention. The senior, 
who has19 career sacks, will be studied closely 
for the Bednarik Award (top defensive player), 
Nagurski Trophy (top defensive player), Rotary 
Lombardi Award (top lineman/linebacker) and 
Butkus Award (top linebacker). Senior corner-
back Jemea Thomas is also in consideration 
for the Bedinarik Award, and senior Brandon 
Watts is in consideration for the Butkus Award. 
Thomas grabbed seven interceptions in 2012 
while Watts registered two sacks and 8.5 tackles 
for negative yardage. 
  Senior center Jay Finch is in consideration 
for the Rimington Trophy, awarded to college 
football’s premier center. Junior Jamal Golden is 
in the running for the Paul Hornung Award, which 
recognizes the game’s most versatile player. 
 Conway can be reached at 
sconway@scoreatl.com.
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Hawks busy constructing roster

To the surprise of almost nobody, Atlanta’s 
Chris Paul and Dwight Howard idea went 

by the wayside. Paul re-signed with the Clip-
pers and Howard bolted Los Angeles for 
Houston. As a result, the Hawks turned their 
attention elsewhere. 
    General manager Danny Ferry started re-
building through the draft with centers Lucas 
Nogueira—perhaps already known to fans as 
“afro man”—and Mike Muscala along with Ger-
man point guard Dennis Schroeder, who signed a 
contract last week. On Monday, the Hawks inked 
34-year-old Elton Brand to a one-year deal.
    Ferry’s biggest move of the offseason so 
far was landing Paul Millsap, another power 
forward, formerly of the Utah Jazz. Millsap 
has averaged at least 14 points and seven re-
bounds in each of his last three seasons. He 
scored a career-high 17.3 points in 2010-11 
and grabbed a career-best 8.8 boards in 2011-
12. Last year, with slightly reduced minutes 
on an improved Jazz team that just barely 
missed the playoffs, Millsap posted averages 
of 14.6 points and 7.1 rebounds.
    “I know they are not going to have a lot 
of the same team they had last year with a new 
coach and new players,” Millsap explained to 
the Atlanta Journal Constitution. “The direc-

tion they are headed in is the direction that 
I’m headed in and that’s growth, continue to 
get better and strive for that ultimate goal.”
teAgue CoMing bACk …
   A few familiar faces previously not guar-
anteed to be back will, in fact, be returning to 
Atlanta. One is point guard Jeff Teague, who 
had been rumored to be headed to Milwau-
kee—following the footsteps of Larry Drew 
and Zaza Pachulia—either via free agency 
or through a sign-and-trade deal that likely 
would have brought Brandon Jennings to the 
Hawks. Instead, Ferry decided to match the 
Bucks’ four-year, $32-million offer sheet.
   “I was a restricted free agent and I knew 
that all along,” Teague told the AJC. “I’m 
glad to be back in Atlanta. It’s been home 
for four years. It’s time to get back to work. I 
know they are building a winning culture and 
I’m excited to be a part of it. I’ve got a good 
four years to be here and help this team get to 
a place we haven’t been.”
   Also returning is sharpshooter Kyle Kor-
ver, who signed a four-year, $24-million deal 
last week.
 Dimon can be reached at 
rdimon@scoreatl.com.

As the second half of the 2013 Major 
League Baseball season begins, it’s clear 

the Atlanta Braves are a sum greater than 
their individual parts. The entire roster con-
tributes. While no players are having an MVP 
or Cy Young caliber season, the Braves have 
a comfortable lead in the National League 
East with less than 60 games remaining.
keY Cogs ...
 Closer Craig Kimbrel was justly select-
ed for his second All-Star Game in a row, and 
he’s been great with 26 saves and a 1.53 ERA 
and 54 strikeouts through 35.1 innings. How-
ever, his numbers don’t project to match last 
season’s 1.01 ERA with 116 strikeouts over 
62.2 innings.
 Freddie Freeman is becoming a top tier 
first baseman, but as good as he’s been, his 
numbers (9 HRs, 61 RBIs, .308 BA, and 
.854 on-base plus slugging percentage) don’t 
overshadow Arizona Diamondbacks’ Paul 
Goldschmidt (21 HRs, 77 RBIs, .313 BA, 
.953 OPS) or Cincinnati Reds’ Joey Votto (15 
HRs, 42, RBIs, .318 BA, .939 OPS).
 After missing the first six weeks recover-
ing from off-season shoulder surgery, catcher 
Brian McCann has rebounded to his perenni-
al All-Star form, but he’s not quite dominant 

Training camp begins next week and it will be 
the last chance for guys to win position bat-

tles, and in some cases make the final roster. One 
of the players that will be approaching training 
camp with an all-business mentality is linebacker 
Brian Banks. Thought once to be a long-shot ros-
ter slot, Banks will have training camp and the 
preseason to earn a spot on the final roster. 

tiMe to shine ...
 In the secondary, the unit appears deep. 
Robert McClain, Dominique Franks and 
rookies Desmond Trufant and Robert Alford 
are all still battling for the starting job oppo-
site of Asante Samuel. Trufant has the NFL 
family lineage and raw athleticism to likely 
name him the starter, but Alford and Franks 
have looked capable. 
 “Just coming from Southeastern (Loui-
siana) to the NFL, there’s a lot that I need to 
learn,” said Alford. “Going against Julio and 
[Roddy] everyday is getting me better. Both of 
them are Pro Bowl-caliber receivers. I’m go-
ing against the best and that’s the only thing I 
can do to help me get bet better as a player.”
 Training camp will feature full pads and 

with a .291 average and 12 HRs and 32 RBIs. 
 The Braves are above their NL East ri-
vals thanks to consistency of their non-All-
Stars. Consider these contributions. Rookie 
catcher Evan Gattis has surpassed expecta-
tions with 14 homers in 167 at bats includ-
ing some clutch bombs as a pinch hitter. His 
defense has also been more than adequate 
catching, at first base and in left field.
 Second baseman Dan Uggla has been 
much maligned for his .200 average, but 
his 18 home runs are six more than All-Star 
starter Brandon Phillips, and his OPS is also 
slightly better.
  Over at third base, Chris Johnson is prov-
ing that he is more than an afterthought in the 
trade that netted Justin Upton from Arizona. 
Johnson’s .330 batting average trumps All-
Star wonderboy David Wright by 24 points, 
and Johnson is second only to Wright in third 
basemen with over 150 at bats in OPS. 
 Then, there is the pitching. No starter 
has missed their spot in the rotation and all 
have logged at least 113 innings. In the bull-
pen, lefthander Luis Avilan deserves major 
props. He leads the team in ERA at 1.40 and 
in walks plus hits per inning at .930.    
 Conway can be reached at 
sconway@scoreatl.com.

Falcons approach training camp

HaWKS
    HaVen

FaLConS
      Beat

By Ricky Dimon By Craig Sager II

Team effort leads braves to first place

CHop 
  SHop

By Sean Conway

The Silverbacks won the 2013 North Amer-
ican Soccer League spring season cham-

pionship on the Fourth of July by defeating 
Minnesota United FC 3-0 in Blaine, Minn. 
That win coupled with a 2-0 loss a half hour 
or so later by the Carolina Railhawks in San 
Antonio secured the title for Atlanta. Atlanta 
has the right to host the Soccer Bowl champi-
onship game this November against the team 
that wins the Fall Season championship. 
 Minnesota tested Silverbacks goalie Joe 
Nasco early with a few shots on goal, but 
failed to score before the Atlanta back line 
solidified. On offense, the Silverbacks only 
managed one first-half goal by forward Brad 
Stisser on a momentum-shifting header off a 
free kick from midfielder Pablo Cruz that was 
earned by defender Mike Randolph, but had 
plenty of chances due to great runs by for-
wards like Pedro Mendes. 
 Two more goals in the second half, first 
by midfielder Bobby Reiss in the 73rd minute 
to put the ‘Backs up 2-0 followed by a score 
by the team’s leading goal scorer Ruben Luna, 
who was a substitute on the evening, in the 83rd 
minute. The goal was Luna’s fifth on the sea-
son, tying him for third overall in the league 
scoring chart. The Silverbacks return for the fall 
season with a home opener against Carolina. 

MAking historY ...
 “It feels great to be a part of any kind 
of Atlanta sports history,” said Haynes. “My 
assistant coach (Franklin McIntosh) and I 
played together in Atlanta and failed to win 
a championship, but we were just saying how 
much better it feels to win one as coaches. It’s 
like we have come full circle.”
  The Atlanta Silverbacks organization 
presented the 2013 Spring Season Champi-
onship trophy to an assemblage of media at 
Silverbacks Park. The gleaming silver plate 
was hoisted around the tent by a number of 
players and coaches while television cameras 
and cell phone cameras alike flashed, captur-
ing the moment for all posterity. 
 Head coach Brian Haynes and his fam-
ily were on hand for the ceremony, hav-
ing played professional soccer in this city 
Haynes knows of Atlanta’s championship 
struggles, but feels like this is only the start 
of a new era.
  “It’s [winning] a contagious thing,” said 
Haynes. “If we take it for granted we can go 
backwards. The coaches and players here will 
not allow that to happen.”
 Suggs can be reached at 
404-256-1572.

Haynes’ squad wins league championship

SiLVerBaCKS
   Beat

By Donnell Suggs

pRo spoRts

the competition is expected to crank up and 
“Friday Night Light’s will be the first time we 
do live tackling in game speed,” according to 
Mike Smith.  
 Second-year defensive end Jonathan 
Massaquoi, used his rookie season to gain the 
trust of his coaches, and is ready to contend 
for a major role in this year’s defense. Massa-
quoi did not miss an OTA this offseason, and 
during that time and mini-camp was putting in 
the extra work. One-on-one instruction from 
the defensive coaches for up to an hour fol-
lowed the majority of the sessions. With Osi 
Umenyiora looking to rejuvenate his All-Pro 
career as the Falcons primary rusher, there 
could be two former Troy pass rushers an-
choring the defensive front.  
 The offensive line competition is settling 
down, with Peter Konz taking over the center 
position, and the rest of the starting offense 
seems to be set in stone. Mike Smith will not 
run Steven Jackson a lot in the preseason, so 
as expected, the backup quarterbacks and re-
ceivers will get a chance to prove themselves. 
 Sager can be reached at 
csager@scoreatl.com.
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sCoRE MoRE

great rates!   book your date!

mAKE yOuR OCCASION A SuCCESS!

WHAT AbOuT
   yOu?
We want to hear from you!
Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. give us feedback on 
your favorite articles, tell 
us what you’d like to see in 
upcoming issues and stay 
up-to-date on metro Atlanta 
sports news!

facebook.com/ 
scoreatlantasports

@scoreatlanta

triViA
 AnsWer

Dan uggla led the  
braves in homers at the 
All-Star break with 18.
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Dedicated to All Better

THE RIGHT DOCTOR 
IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS
A GOOD HELMET.A GOOD HELMET.A GOOD HELMET
If your child or teen has a head injury, come to the only dedicated pediatric healthcare 
system in Georgia with a concussion program. Learn more about our expertise in treating 
head injuries at choa.org/concussion.

©2013 Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Inc. All rights reserved. Some physicians and af� liated healthcare professionals on the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta team are independent providers and are not our employees.




