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A driving force.
When you insure 
your automobile with 
Georgia Farm Bureau, 
your premium dollars 
remain in Georgia 
to help support 
programs like GHSA.

When you join
Georgia Farm Bureau, 
everyone wins!

Call your local county 
Farm Bureau agent 
for a quote.

Because at Farm Bureau,
HELPING YOU is what we do best.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BANKING

   You always do what’s right, no matter what
THAT’S DISCIPLINE

You stay true to yourself, your  family,
and your community

THAT’S DEDICATION

You always stand your ground
in the face of danger and adversity.in the face of danger and adversity.
THAT’S DETERMINATION

And you want to go to college, serve your 
community, and get paid to do it!

THAT’S THE
ARMY NATIONAL GUARD GeorgiaArmyNationalGuard

NATIONALGUARD.com

MOMENTS OF CHARACTER
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CoNtENts

ricky dimon and Jay underwood give their thoughts on the latest 
action in metro Atlanta sports on our columnists page.  

in our cover story on Kennesaw state football, sean Conway looks at 
the men behind the owls’ new program. 

the u.s. development soccer Academy is taking players away from 
high schools and local high school coaches are not happy.  

Former Wheeler star emanuel beal takes his talents to hillgrove for 
the 2013 season and Craig sager ii spoke to hawks coach Phillip 
ironside about it.
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E score Atlanta is looking for 

writing interns. Please e-mail  
stephen black at sblack@
scoreatl.com or call 404-256-
1572 for more information. 

INSIDE AT SCORE

 6  score list - numbers

 12  gsu, Ksu, ugA, tech

 13  braves, Falcons, gladiators, hawks

teaM SCoop   
   and VoiCeS
COVER dEsign by dJ galbiati blalOCk
COVER PhOtOs COuRtEsy Of RObERt gREEnfiEld, atlanta 
bRaVEs POuya dianat and kEnnEsaw statE athlEtiCs

deACs deMoniZed: Georgia Tech 
catcher Mitch Earnest fires the ball to first 
base during the Yellow Jackets’ series 
against Wake Forest over the weekend. 
Tech, ranked No. 15, won two of the three 
games and improved to 21-7 on the sea-
son. Photo cour tesy of Jon Barash.
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Unheralded Hawks approach postseason

NL East is a whole new ballgame

The Atlanta Hawks have clinched a playoff 
berth for the sixth straight season and this 

may be the best coaching job Larry Drew has 
done with the Hawks. After trading away two 
main components from their playoff runs, 
Danny Ferry decided this wasn’t going to be 
a rebuilding year, but he also wasn’t going 
to tie up payroll in long-term contracts. With 
Joe Johnson in Brooklyn, Drew had to find 
offense from a variety of sources.
 Having used 27 different starting lineups 
based on matchups and injuries, Drew has fre-
quently put his team in a position to win. Un-
like most teams the Hawks are unsure of who 
will be their leading scorer each night, but they 
do know that someone will step up. Down the 
stretch run, Jeff Teague has played with more 
intensity and pushed the tempo allowing the 

This isn’t your grandfather’s National 
League East. This isn’t your father’s Na-

tional League East. Heck, this isn’t even your 
older brother’s National League East.
 Gone are the days of consistent domi-
nation by the Atlanta Braves, of the Florida 
Marlins being a factor and of the Mets and 
Phillies playing the role of Atlanta’s closest 
competitor. The Atlanta Braves and Washing-
ton Nationals started to give us a glimpse into 
the future during their 2012 campaigns, but 
this season, the mano a mano duel is likely 
to reach new proportions. Braves-Nats isn’t 
simply going to be the hottest rivalry in the 
division; it’s going to be the hottest rivalry in 
all of baseball….and not just this year, but for 
many years to come.    
 Opening Day arrived on Monday and 
neither juggernaut disappointed. Atlanta’s 

Hawks to demonstrate their athleticism.
 One issue that many experts have with 
this Atlanta team is its reliance on the three-
point shot, but the Hawks have shown their 
ability to win ugly games as well. Devin Har-
ris and Jeff Teague both have a knack for pen-
etrating the defense and making things hap-
pen. The ability of Josh Smith and Al Horford 
to create mismatches allows the Hawks to go 
to them when the rest of their options have 
been unsuccessful.
 With the season winding down, Josh 
Smith and the Hawks have their sights set on 
the fourth playoff spot and home-court advan-
tage in the first round of the playoffs. While 
they don’t know who their matchup will be, 
many will discount them and their ability to 
advance past the first round. This team has 

vaunted offense crossed the plate seven times 
in a season-opening defeat of Philadelphia, 
in part thanks to another long home run from 
newcomer Justin Upton, a solo shot by Dan 
Uggla, two hits off the bat of Chris Johnson 
and three from Freddie Freeman—including 
a homer. Tim Hudson did not have one of his 
best outings, but the bullpen shut the door for 
the most part and Craig Kimbrel was up to 
his old tricks by not allowing a baserunner en 
route to the save. In Washington, the Nation-
als got the job done behind their two heralded 
youngsters. Stephen Strasburg threw seven 
scoreless innings against Miami and Bryce 
Harper provided the game’s only runs with 
two solo blasts.    
 One day should not influence our vi-
sion for the next 161, and it didn’t. What 
happened on Monday simply confirmed 

been built with enough scoring weapons to 
put up enough points to compete with any 
team in the league. As long as they play their 
system, the Hawks will be a tough out for any 
team in the playoffs.

A diFFerent FeAther ...
 The Falcons have made numerous off-
season moves, but none will be as heartwarm-
ing as the signing of Brian Banks. Banks was 
a prep star committed to USC before he was 
accused of rape and sentenced to five years 
in prison. After having served his prison sen-
tence and years on probation, Banks was final-
ly exonerated of all charges when the woman 
who filed the original charges withdrew her 
claim and helped him clear his name.
 The Falcons worked him out last year 
before he signed with the Las Vegas Locomo-
tives of the United Football League. He will 
be worked at inside linebacker and given ev-
ery chance to make the roster. With the chang-
ing defensive scheme, moving more towards 
an amoebic formation that shifts from a 3-4 
front to a 4-3 front depending on the situation.
 While the headlines will be graced by 
the names of Tony Gonzalez, Osi Umeny-
iora, Steven Jackson and others, the story 
that should be watched with care throughout 
spring workouts and OTAs is Brian Banks’ 
fight to keep his dream alive and make the 
Falcons’ roster.

brAVe disPlAY ...
 Opening Day has arrived and the new-
look Braves did not disappoint. With the 
many storylines circulating throughout 
spring training it was nice for the players 
and fans for the season to arrive and the 
games start to matter again. In a pitch that 
signified the transition from the past to the 
future, Chipper Jones threw a strike to in-
jured Brian McCann Monday night to of-
ficially begin the Braves’ season, but it will 
be the last time Jones dons the Braves jer-
sey this season. 
 Tim Hudson, the oldest player on the 
team, was the Opening Day starter and he 
was appreciative of the support. The Braves’ 
offense seemed to thrive on the crowd’s en-
ergy blasting three homers off Cole Hamels, 
chasing him after five innings. Justin Upton 
made his Braves debut memorable by hit-
ting a Hamels offering 460 feet into the left-
center seats causing Turner field to erupt and 
giving the Upton brothers their first chance 
to celebrate together on the same team in the 
major leagues. 
  If the intensity from the fans and players 
can maintain this level of excitement through-
out the year, the race in the National League 
East between the Nationals and Braves could 
be one of the greatest ever.
 Underwood can be reached at  
junderwood@scoreatl.com.

what we already knew. Atlanta won 94 
games last season and, although it lost 
Chipper Jones and Martin Prado, it added 
the Upton brothers. Washington led the 
bigs with 98 victories in 2012 and this time 
around it won’t be shutting Strasburg down 
in early September. These two powerhouses 
are even more formidable than they were 
last year and—even scarier—they are only 
getting better and better. The Braves’ 25-
man roster is the youngest in all of Ma-
jor League Baseball with an average age 
of 27.3. Not far behind are the Nationals, 
fourth youngest at 27.8.     
 “They’ve been on point,” Uggla told 
the associated press during spring training, 
speaking about his team’s division foe. “You 
could gradually see them over the years get-
ting better and better and better. Then, once 
you saw all the moves they made between 
2011 and 2012, I was like, ‘Man, these guys 
are going to be for real.’”    
 What’s going to be the real deal is the 
head-to-head battle for years to come, and 
making the rivalry all the more spirited is the 
increased importance of winning a division—
something the Braves learned all too well last 
season when they lost a controversial one-
game wild card playoff to St. Louis. You can 
be sure either Atlanta or Washington will par-
take in the second installment of that dreaded 
contest come this October. It may take all 162 
games to decide which one it will be.  

Forgotten teAM …     
 You have to feel for the Hawks. They are 
the only team in this city currently embroiled 
in the zenith of its season (seven games un-
til the playoffs as of Wednesday afternoon), 
yet they cannot steal a headline or generate 
more than a smidgen of interest. Two fellow 
Atlanta clubs are more relevant despite hav-
ing played a combined total of one game in 
the last 72 days as of press time, as are four 
sports—MLB, NFL, college basketball and 
golf. The Final Four is taking over the city this 
weekend and the Masters is taking over the 
state soon after. Throw in an improbable Cin-
derella (Wichita State), a gut-wrenching story 
(the injury to Louisville’s Kevin Ware) and 
the resurgence of Tiger Woods and those two 
events have more buzz than Georgia Tech’s 
mascot. The Falcons’ offseason, meanwhile, 
has been riddled with more highlights than 
the Highlight Factory itself. With the NFL 
Draft on the horizon later this month, that 
isn’t going to change anytime soon.    
 The Hawks are what they are and they 
cannot do anything about it until this sum-
mer—when intrigue will begin in earnest. 
For now, if they can just lose enough games 
to snag the six seed instead of the four or 
five and land on the opposite side of the East 
bracket from Miami, then it may finally be 
time to start paying some attention.
 Dimon can be reached at  
rdimon@scoreatl.com.
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By Jay Underwood

By Ricky Dimon

ColuMNists
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CoVEr storY

It’s official. The football is teed-up and 
awaiting the opening kickoff at Kennesaw 

State. On March 26, KSU announced the hir-
ing of Brian Bohannon as the first coach of 
the school’s NCAA Division I football team 
slated for play in the fall of 2015. With the an-
nouncement, Bohannon becomes the face of 
the first D-1 football program outside Atlanta, 
but still in the metro-Atlanta area.

the ProCess ...
 The hiring of Bohannon, a long-time 
assistant to Georgia Tech head coach Paul 
Johnson, marks another milestone in a pro-
cess that began in 1999. Long-time KSU 
president Betty Siegel then formed a com-
mittee to study the viability of adding a foot-
ball program to the school that dominates the 
northwestern intersection of interstate 75 and 
Chastain Rd. in northern Cobb County. 
 Following the timeline of bringing col-
lege football to Kennesaw, it’s an easy par-
allel with the school’s ascendance from a 
junior college in the mid-1970s to becoming 
the state’s third-largest university with almost 
25,000 students. The brains at KSU recog-
nized the importance of bringing football to 
their campus and also realized that a proper 
foundation was necessary to make the lengthy 
and uphill challenge worthwhile. 
 In 2009, legendary University of Georgia 

the Yellow Jackets’ offense, the Owls will in-
corporate some elements of the triple-option, 
but Bohannon added, “We’ll also have a pack-
age in the shotgun, somewhat like the San 
Francisco 49ers and Washington Redskins. I 
definitely want a dual-threat quarterback.” 
  Bohannon also stressed that they will 
custom fit packages and play calls to reflect 
the strengths of the players on the KSU roster. 
 More than bother worrying too much 
about the finer points of strategy before even 
the first player arrives on campus, Bohannon 
stresses true football fundamentals, “Three 
things have got to happen. We’ve got to run 
the football, we’ve got to play great defense 
and be sound on special teams.”
 Kennesaw State University has waited 30 
years for football and Bohannon has waited 
17 years to become a head coach. Optimism 
is justifiably high in Kennesaw. Williams 
spelled out the common goal for football and 
beyond at Kennesaw State: “Our goal is to 
be the best mid-major program in the south-
east. In student academic welfare, service to 
the community, and of course, excellence in 
competition.” 
 Photos courtesy of Kennesaw State 
Athletics. Conway can be reached at  
sconway@scoreatl.com.

head coach Vince Dooley was hired to lead a 
committee tasked with deciding if the timing 
was right for KSU. Dooley was a perfect fit 
for the job and added credibility to the process. 
Not only is Dooley legendary for his coaching 
exploits, he also served as the athletics direc-
tor of UGA’s nationally renowned athletics 
program. Dooley has expertise not just on the 
gridiron, but on how to start athletics programs 
from scratch, understands the role of facilities 
across different athletic teams within a uni-
versity and is experienced with adding men’s 
sports to programs in the Title IX era. 
 During Dooley’s tenure as athletic di-
rector at UGA (but after he stepped down as 
football coach) one of his student-athletes 
was a wide receiver from Griffin named Bri-
an Bohannon. “His wealth of knowledge and 
experience is beneficial to this athletic depart-
ment,” said Bohannon, speaking from the 
KSU athletic offices last week even before he 
knew his new email address. “He was one of 
the first contacts that I made when I knew I 
had interest in this job.”
  In 2010, KSU Stadium opened up a 
long field goal away from the main campus 
just east of I-75. In February, Fifth Third 
Bank agreed to join the momentum of KSU 
athletics and purchased the naming rights to 
the 8,300-seat facility already equipped with 
luxury suites and football locker rooms. 

southern Culture ...
 While Dooley was the face of the explor-
atory committee, his boss on campus, Vaughn 
Williams, has proven that he has the mettle to 
oversee the role of football as the flag bearer of 
athletics. Williams arrived at Kennesaw State 
in 2011, rising from the role of Associate AD 
at the University of Connecticut. Since arriv-
ing, Williams has already revamped the Owl 
uniform logos, tweaked the color scheme, 
added women’s lacrosse, acquired a $1 mil-
lion video board for the Convocation Center 
and installed a new fight song. Williams also 
signed athletic equipment apparel and equip-
ment powerhouse Adidias as a partner for all 
KSU athletics and is literally putting a brand 
on the program. 
 Williams may not have the name rec-
ognition of Dooley, but he is a man with a 
carefully constructed message and a game 
plan moving forward. Canvassing the scope 
of his broad job he says, ”Athletics is part of 
the student experience. It has to be about the 
students. That’s the job of athletics.” Vaughn, 
speaking specifically about football, contin-
ued, “Football in the south is part of the cul-
ture. It’s a part of is what we do.”
 If Bohannon has any say - and obviously 
he does - Dooley will be around for a while. 
Bohannon added, “Vaughn Williams (KSU’s 
athletic director) and I just a couple days ago 
asked his opinion on a couple of different 
matters.”
 Moving forward, Bohannon is obvious-
ly the keystone of the football program, and 
no one in the state of Georgia can claim his 
qualifications. Bohannon played at Griffin 
High School in the 80’s for his father, Lloyd, 
the winningest coach in that program’s his-
tory. After becoming a starting wide receiver 
at Georgia, he worked as a grad assistant at 
West Georgia. Since, he’s coached in state at 
Georgia Southern, at the Naval Academy and 
most recently served as the quarterbacks/B-
backs coach at Tech since 2008. His recruit-
ing responsibilities at Tech included Cobb 
County. Bohannon knows football in this 
state like no one else. 
 Bohannon also knows that he wears 
many hats as the lead Owl. He’ll be the face, 
salesman, fundraiser, recruiter and eventually 
the “Head Ball Coach.” He hits the recruiting 
trail hard around April 15 as he continues to 
build his staff. The first football recruits will 
begin classes next February.
 The recruiting pitch is straightforward 
and reflects the athlete as part of a bigger 
entity. “The state of Georgia is key,” said 
Bohannon. “You have a chance to stay close 
to home, and you get first chance to play. 
They’re going to play. There is a vibe on this 
campus unlike any I’ve been around in a long 
time. That’s amongst the students, adminis-
tration and faculty, not just about football but 
about everything going on at this university.”
 With obvious ties to Tech’s Johnson and 

First head coach has strong ties to Peach State

oWLS
 fOOtBaLL

By Sean Conway

KSU President Daniel S. Papp (L), football coach Brian Bohannon (LC), KSU AD 
Vaughn Williams (RC) and Vince Dooley were each key components in bringing 
football to Kennesaw State.
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THUmbS DOWN 
TO CHANGE

Atlanta Traffic
Anyone that was out and about 
Monday when the Hawks hosted 
Cleveland and the Braves opened 
the year against Philadelphia was 
likely stuck in major traffic. Why in 
the world did MARTA not plan a stop 
near Turner Field when the stadium 
was built for the Olympics? Poor 
planning by MARTA means more 
traffic during the hot summer.

New Uniforms
The University of Georgia and Nike un-
veiled a new secondary logo and new 
football and basketball uniforms that will 
be used for 2013. While I’m sure the fabric 
is easier to move in, why would you mess 
with one of the best looking uniforms in all 
of college football?  

Injuries
The Hawks lost Lou Williams (knee) 
to an injury earlier this year and will 
now be without Zaza Pachulia (Achil-
les) for the remainder of the year. To 
make matters worse, recent sensa-
tion Devin Harris (foot), Al Horford 
(illness) and John Jenkins (concus-
sion) have missed some time. The 
team needs to get healthy quick be-
fore postseason play begins.  

SCore
LiSt

CRUNCHING  
   THE NUmbERS
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FinAl Four: the college basketball 
world will migrate to Atlanta to see which 
team will be called national champion. Can 
louisville win it all for the injured Kevin 
Ware or will Wichita state, Michigan or 
syracuse have some other plans in mind? 
it should make for an exciting weekend for 
basketball at the georgia dome. 

g-dAY: the georgia bulldogs will have 
their annual spring game between the 
hedges saturday, which should bring out 
much of the bulldog nation. one thing i will 
be watching is the play of brice ramsey 
and J.J. green. they did big things at Cam-
den County and now it’s time for them to do 
it with the dawgs.

brAVe WeeKend: the braves got their 
season off on the right foot with a win 
against the Phillies on opening day. now 
the Cubs visit on opening weekend at 
turner Field. dan uggla, Justin upton and 
Freddie Freeman all hit homers Monday. 
Can they do even more damage for the fans 
coming this weekend?

WelCoMe to Ksu: Kennesaw state has 
found its first football head coach as brian 
bohannon will be leading the owls when 
they kickoff in 2015. bohannon was previ-
ously the quarterbacks/b-backs coach at 
georgia tech and has spent his 17 years 
of coaching with current tech head coach 
Paul Johnson. 

neW threAds: the bulldogs will have a 
slightly new look when they hit the football 
field this fall. this past tuesday, the bull-
dogs introduced updated home and away 
uniforms made by nike as well as a new 
secondary logo. Personally, i like the new 
changes and i can’t wait for the looks to 
debut in the fall. 
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THUmbS UP TO 
bIG EvENTS 

Kevin Ware
Watching former Rockdale County basket-
ball star Kevin Ware writhe in pain during 
Louisville’s Elite Eight win over Duke was 
stomach-turning; however, the sophomore 
was quick to post positive messages and 
photos on his twitter account and he could 
be in the Georgia Dome Saturday, support-
ing his teammates at the Final Four.

Opening Day
All spring long we heard that the 
Braves were going to rely on the 
long ball in order to score runs. 
Opening Day proved that theory 
correct as the Braves mashed 
three dingers to take out the 
Phillies 7-5. Newcomer Justin 
Upton crushed a homer in his 
Braves’ debut and could set a 
new personal best for taters.       

The masters
When the azaleas start to bloom 
in Georgia, it marks the arrival of 
two major events: the Masters and 
allergy season. If you are lucky 
enough to have a Masters badge, 
enjoy the magical week in Augusta. 
If you are unlucky enough to have 
allergies, grab a box of tissues and 
watch the Masters on television. 

games played by the braves last sea-
son before they earned their first vic-
tory. it took them one game this season

games into last season before dan ug-
gla hit his first home run. it took him 
one at-bat Monday

home runs of at least 450 feet since 
the start of the 2009 season for Justin 
upton, most in the Mlb in that span

national league-leading number of 
home runs hit by the braves in spring 
training. they hit three more on open-
ing day

games out of the braves’ first 21 this 
season (Washington, April 12-14) 
against teams that had a winning re-
cord in 2012

Current eastern Conference playoff 
team against which the hawks have a 
winning record this season (Milwaukee)

games separating seeds four through 
six in the nbA’s eastern Conference. 
the hawks are fifth as of Wednesday

Consecutive playoff berths, including 
this season, by the hawks. it is the 
longest active streak in the eastern 
Conference

Points for Al horford in the last na-
tional Championship game played in 
Atlanta (2007). his brother Jon plays 
for Michigan

Consecutive games scoring in double-
figures for horford as of Wednesday, one 
game short of his career-high streak

our tWo CentS
 score Atlanta prides itself on delivering high school sports the way you want it because no 
one covers georgia high school sports quite like we do. in addition to scoreAtl.com and gaPre-
pnews.com, score is helping provide high school sports content for the Atlanta Journal Constitu-
tion this spring. each tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and saturday, score accepts soccer, lacrosse 
and baseball scores that appear in the following morning’s paper as well as on the AJC.com prep 
zone blog site. our talented writers also cover the major spring sports with weekly blogs that can 
be found on AJC.com’s sports page. 
 We are even providing coverage for sports that have never received coverage before. look-
ing for gymnastics information? Fletcher Proctor has you covered. interested in tennis, lacrosse 
or track and field? he’s all over those sports too. stephen black has his fingers on the pulse of 
baseball and he can tell you exactly what is happening across the state in soccer and golf. 
 score also creates rankings for several sports which can consistently be found at the begin-
ning of each week. looking for lacrosse rankings? Check AJC.com sunday evening. soccer on 
Mondays and baseball tuesdays.
 score dominates the high school scene and we have partnered with the AJC to get the mes-
sage out to the masses. 
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How many 
times has 

Atlanta hosted 
the men’s 

Final Four?

Sanity
 at LaSt

“I’ve had the 
opportunity of 

seeing both sides 
of the human spirit. 

My journey has 
been crazy.”

- New Falcon Brian Banks on his 
tumultuous past that includes a 

false, then overturned conviction. answer on page 14

our thoughts



This season has brought major changes to 
the world of Georgia high school soccer. 

The U.S. Development Soccer Academy is 
now requiring certain high school students to 
leave their high school teams to join the acad-
emy teams, two of which are based in metro 
Atlanta. Based on invite-only, the academy’s 
goal is to “improve the everyday environment 
for the elite youth player,” according to the 
U.S. Soccer Federation website.

eXtreMe WAYs ...
  Founded in 2007, the academy is a part-
nership between U.S. Soccer and the top 
clubs around the nation to eventually produce 
stronger candidates for the U.S. National 
Team. However, it wasn’t until this school 
year that the academy began requiring play-
ers to leave high school teams altogether to 
join academy clubs full time. This, predict-
ably, has made waves in the high school soc-
cer community. 
  Some of the top teams in Georgia were 
stripped of key players prior to the 2013 season, 

they’d play high school this year. In my opinion, 
for them to play freshman, sophomore, junior year, 
and then their senior year someone tells them they 
can’t or they have to make a choice, it’s put a lot 
of boys in some hard circumstances where they’ve 
had to chose one over the other.”
  Walton coach Bruce Wade, who lost two 
returning players to the academy, had another 
point on the issue. Wade believes the acad-
emy takes players who don’t necessarily have 
the talent or skill to fit on a national team and 
therefore are wasting their high school years 
playing for the academy. 
  “(The academy) forced the kids to make 
a decision I don’t really care for,” said Wade. 
“And some of them were starting to quit the 
developmental league because they weren’t get-
ting a lot of playing time. Kids want to play. Not 
everybody’s going to be a pro some day. So if 
you miss out playing your high school years and 
you don’t play pro or major college, basically 
you sat around and wasted your time.” 
  The Development Academy has the 
noble goal of improving the nation’s soccer 
prowess, but, according to some coaches, 
may be going about it at the expense of high 
school and college soccer. 
  Photos courtesy of Mauricio dos Santos 
and Debbie Leonardo. Black can be reached 
at sblack@scoreatl.com.

including defending Class AAAAAA champion 
Collins Hill and traditional powers Lassiter and 
Walton. Collins Hill, which has won state titles 
in three of the past four years, lost six returning 
players to the Development Academy.
  “You can’t fault a player for trying to 
play at the highest level even if it affects 
them (negatively),” said Collins Hill coach 
Michael Burrell. “I just wish there was some 
way we could work it out where they could 
do both. Maybe that’s something we could 
evolve into. Pro and con, the kids love play-
ing for their high school and their friends.”
  Centennial coach Phillip Thomas, whose 
team is currently ranked No. 2 in Class 
AAAAAA, did not lose any players this year. 
But Thomas still does not like how the acad-
emy is treating high school players. 
   “My issue about the academy is that in 
the United States right now, the next level of 
soccer for a teenager is college soccer,” said 
Thomas. “And a key component to being able 
to play college soccer is academic require-
ments. And when you eliminate high school 

soccer from a kid’s experience in playing soc-
cer, you eliminate that accountability in the 
academic world and getting used to a five-day 
work schedule.”
 High school players must be passing four 
of five classes to be eligible while academy 
players have no such requirements.

At WhAt Cost? ...
  The drastic change in how the academy 
goes about managing its players has been at-
tributed mostly to the United States Soccer 
Federation youth soccer technical director, 
Claudio Reyna, a former U.S. National team 
player and member of the U.S. Soccer Hall 
of Fame. While the academy teams in the 
past would select players for 16-and-under 
teams and 18-and-under teams, they never 
required 10-month participation and man-
datory training sessions that prevented high 
school participation. But prior to the 2012-13 
school year, the USSF handed down its latest 
requirements for academy participation.
  “The biggest thing I have for this being the 
first year the USSF put this into place and they 
just came out, made a rule, made a statement and 
that’s it,” said Lassiter coach Sam Dietrich. “There 
wasn’t really a lot of discussion about it. There’s a 
lot of seniors out there from a lot of schools who 
had to make a tough decision on whether or not 

Academy mandate cuts deep in metro Atlanta
By Stephen Black
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BOYS girlS
1.  lassiter
2.  Centennial
3.  Central gwinnett
4.  east Coweta
5.  lambert

6.  brookwood
7.  roswell
8.  harrison
9.  south Forsyth
10.  Meadowcreek

1.  Mill Creek
2.  Parkview
3.  south Forsyth
4.  lassiter
5.  harrison

6.  Collins hill
7.  brookwood
8.  grayson
9.  tift County
10.  hillgrove

CLaSS aaaaaa CLaSS aaaaaa

1.  gAC
2.  Calhoun
3.  Westminster
4.  Westside-Augusta
5.  Coosa

6.  thomasville
7.  Atkinson County
8.  benedictine
9.  Murray County
10.  lovett

1.  gAC
2.  Calhoun
3.  Westminster
4.  oglethorpe Co.
5.  st. Vincent’s Acad.

6.  Vidalia
7.  bremen
8.  temple
9.  Putnam County
10.  dublin

CLaSS aa CLaSS aa
1.  Mcintosh
2.  glynn Academy
3.  starr’s Mill
4.  houston County
5.  heritage-Conyers

6.  Allatoona
7.  Clarke Central
8.  lithia springs
9.  lakeside-evans
10.  greenbrier

1.  northview
2.  heritage-Conyers
3.  Whitewater
4.  starr’s Mill
5.  lakeside-deKalb

6.  Mcintosh
7.  glynn Academy
8.  houston County
9.  north Paulding
10.  gainesville

CLaSS aaaaa CLaSS aaaaa

1.  Atlanta intl.
2.  Paideia
3.  hebron Christian
4.  Pacelli
5.  Pace Academy

6.  galloway
7.  Fellowship Chr.
8.  holy innocents’
9.  savannah Chr.
10.  savannah Ctry day

1.  First Presb. day
2.  hebron Christian
3.  Mount Paran
4.  savannah Ctry day
5.  strong rock Chr.

6.  holy innocents’
7.  Providence Chr.
8.  Calvary day
9.  Paideia
10.  Fellowship Chr.

CLaSS a CLaSS a
1.  dalton
2.  Chestatee
3.  Carrollton
4.  nW Whitfield
5.  Johnson-gainesville

6.  Alexander
7.  grady
8.  spalding
9.  Mary Persons
10.  se Whitfield

1.  Marist
2.  heritage-Catoosa
3.  locust grove
4.  Cairo
5.  Columbus

6.  Chestatee
7.  Alexander
8.  spalding
9.  Veterans
10.  grady

CLaSS aaaa CLaSS aaaa

1.  st. Pius X
2.  blessed trinity
3.  dawson County
4.  north Murray
5.  Woodward Acad.

6.  West hall
7.  Cartersville
8.  Cross Keys
9.  north hall
10.  grady

1.  blessed trinity
2.  buford
3.  st. Pius X
4.  dawson County
5.  Woodward Acad.

6.  Jackson County
7.  White County
8.  Chapel hill
9.  north oconee
10.  Cartersville

CLaSS aaa CLaSS aaa

Soccer rankingS

Cobb County’s top wideout leaves Wheeler

Wheeler was perhaps the biggest sur-
prise of the 2012 football season as the 

Wildcats battled for a spot in the state play-
offs for the first time since 2006.  Leading 
the Wildcats was a talented group of juniors 
that including quarterback Elijah Staley and 
his all-Cobb County wide receiver Emanuel 
Beal. Staley is a towering 6-foot-6, two-sport 
star with FBS offers from all over the coun-
try. Staley finished the season completing 154 
of 287 passes for 1,801 yards with 12 touch-
downs and four interceptions. 

eleCtriC ConneCtion ...
 The Staley-to-Beal connection manifest-
ed itself early in the season and the 6-foot-1, 
200-pound receiver finished the year with 855 
yards and seven touchdowns. No Cobb County 
receiver returning to the field in 2013 account-
ed for more yards than Beal did last season. 
 This dangerous duo made the playoff 
berth possible and returned Wheeler to rel-
evancy after the program stumbled to a 1-29 
record over the 2008-10 seasons.
 The Wildcats are still in contention of 

earning the 5-AAAAAA region title in 2013 
but will have to manage the departure of Beal, 
who will instead suit up for an already-potent 
Hillgrove offense his senior season. Hawks 
coach Phillip Ironside has a slew of playmak-
ers returning at receiver this season, but the 
addition of Beal could help push this offense 
to heights never before seen in Cobb County.  
 “This is as deep as we’ve been at wide-
out,” said Ironside. 
 Operating the offense at quarterback will 
be Ironside’s son, Elijah, who looks to be on 
the verge of a breakout season. Ironside start-
ed as a sophomore, but was injured before the 
2012 season, and senior Troy Thompson got 
the starting job. Ironside came on in relief in 
several games and completed 32 of 61 passes 
for 519 yards and eight touchdowns in lim-
ited action. The 6-foot-1 quarterback is a dual 
threat and can take off and scramble at any 
point. Having a football coach for a father has 
benefited the passer in his progression and 
decision-making and he has shown the ability 
to protect the football. Turnovers, especially 
early in games, were a major hitch in the 

Hawks’ offense last season but the younger 
Ironside has the ability to fix that.
 “Our main goal this year is to turn the ball 
over less and Elijah did a great job last year by 
not throwing any interceptions,” said Ironside.

sPreAding it out ...
 Ironside has always stressed his intent to 
spread the football offensively, and this will 
allow him to maximize the depth at receiver. 
Effectively sharing the football was evident 
last year when the Hawks came into the sea-
son without star running back Kenyan Drake. 
The offense split the touches and matched the 
productivity with an armory of playmakers. 
 Omar Black, Errol Breaux, Justin Den-
ton and Zach Katz are all starting caliber re-
ceivers and the corps will have four players 
in rotation this year that found the endzone 
in 2012. Evan Engram played a lot of tight 
end while having the versatility to flex out 
wide. He ended the year as the team’s lead-
ing receiver and will suit up for Ole Miss next 
season. Without Engram, the receivers will 
become a bigger part of the offense and Hill-
grove has the personnel for it. 
 “It [the depth] helps us because we will 
play four wide with Zach Katz at the slot,” 
said Ironside. 
 Katz was just one of the many Hillgrove 
players injured last season, and a healthy 
team in 2013 will leave Ironside with a multi-
tude of options. 
 Running back Richardre Bagley broke his 
ankle last season, but showed glimpses of what 
Ironside expects to be his major role this season. 
 “I think he [Bagley] is going to be the guy 
to get us moving next season,” said Ironside. 

 Spring practice is about a month away so 
there is still time before coach Ironside will 
get to see the full display and his newest exte-
rior weapon take the field.
 “He [Beal] is fitting in well,” said Iron-
side. “Our kids always have a really good 
work ethic, so we will make sure he has our 
work ethic too.”
 Beal is ranked in the top 25 best players 
in Georgia heading into the season and has 
offers from Georgia Tech, Arkansas, Missouri 
and Vanderbilt.
 Photo courtesy of Walter Pinion. Sager 
can be reached at csager@scoreatl.com.

fOOtBaLL
 traNsfer

By Craig Sager II
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New No. 1’s in baseball, soccer

Each week, we produce rankings for baseball, 
lacrosse and soccer. These estimates at where 

high schools teams in the GHSA rank amongst 
their counterparts are posted on ScoreATL.com 
as well as AJC.com. 
  Here is a breakdown of this week’s rankings. 

bAsebAll ...
  Class AA has a new No. 1 as Westminster 
swept a three-game series from previously-top 
ranked Lovett. Bremen and Pepperell, riding 
long winning streaks of 14 and eight games re-
spectively, rocketed up this week while Cook 
re-entered the list at No. 10 after wins over Val-
dosta and Fitzgerald. 
  The state’s largest classification saw some 
of its top teams lose this past week, including 
Mill Creek, which fell to No. 10, and Parkview, 
which dropped to No. 6. 

boYs soCCer ...
  The lone change at the top this week was 
Atlanta International taking over for Paideia at 
No. 1 in Class A as the Eagles upset the Pythons 
2-1 last Tuesday. Paideia, however, rebounded 
to whip Galloway 6-0 Thursday while AIS beat 
Pace 3-2 Thursday. Fellowship Christian leapt 
into the rankings at No. 7 after beating former 
No. 4 Holy Innocents’.
   Meadowcreek broke through in Class 

AAAAAA with wins over Mill Creek and 
Clarke Central. The Mustangs are now 9-2 and 
ranked No. 10. Lambert lost again, this time to 
Centennial, but rebounded to beat Walton and 
remain in the top five.
 
girls soCCer ...
  Mill Creek takes over the top spot in class 
AAAAAA after posting two victories last week. 
Parkview is the new No. 2 team after the Pan-
thers handed St. Vincent’s Academy its first loss 
of the year. South Forsyth moves up to No. 3 after 
defeating Johns Creek, which dropped the Gladi-
ators from the poll. 
   Buford moves up to No. 2 in Class AAA based 
on a scoreless streak that dates back to March 12.  
  Finally, Fellowship Christian returns to the 
Class A poll after a victory over previous No. 2 
Holy Innocents’. Fellowship Christian takes the 
spot of Eagle’s Landing Christian Academy.

lACrosse ...
  The Milton boys suffered their first loss 
of the year over the weekend, falling to Flor-
ida power St. Thomas Aquinas, but the Eagles 
hold on to the top spot while Centennial stays 
at No. 2 despite a loss to the Bolles School out 
of Jacksonville after a pair of impressive wins 
over Georgia schools. Chattahoochee is new to 
the rankings at No. 9.

raNkINgs
  sUMMary

By Score Atlanta

Class aaaaaa
1.  lambert
2.  Walton
3.  Marietta
4.  east Coweta
5.  Johns Creek
6.  Parkview
7.  Milton 
8.  Mceachern
9.  south gwinnett
10.  Mill Creek

Class aaaaa
1.  loganville
2.  greenbrier
3.  gainesville
4.  starr’s Mill
5.  riverwood
6.  Whitewater 
7.  ola
8.  Mcintosh
9.  Winder-barrow
10.  dunwoody

Class aaaa
1.  Crisp County
2.  Columbus
3.  Marist
4.  eastside
5.  Alexander
6.  Carrollton
7.  lanier
8.  Wayne County
9.  redan
10.  spalding

Class aaa
1.  blessed trinity
2.  buford
3.  north hall
4.  Pierce County
5.  Cartersville
6.  tattnall County
7.  Appling County
8.  oconee County
9.  Woodward Acad.
10.  st. Pius X

Class aa
1.  Westminster
2.  Jefferson
3.  lovett
4.  Wesleyan
5.  berrien
6.  bremen
7.  Pepperell
8.  Calhoun
9.  benedictine
10.  Cook

Class a - Private
1.  elCA
2.  george Walton Acad.
3.  First Presbyterian
4.  darlington
5.  Mount Paran

Class a - Public
1.  Charlton County
2.  eCi
3.  gordon lee
4.  baconton Charter
5.  Johnson County

baSeball rankingS

Class aaaaaa
1.  Milton
2.  Centennial
3.  Mill Creek
4.  north gwinnett
5.  lambert
6.  lassiter
7.  Johns Creek
8.  roswell 
9.  Chattahoochee
10.  Walton

Class a-aaaaa
1.  northview
2.  decatur
3.  Allatoona
4.  blessed trinity 
5.  Westminster
6.  Mcintosh 
7.  lovett
8.  Whitefield Academy
9.  holy innocents’
10.  Marist

Class aaaaaa
1.  Milton
2.  Centennial
3.  lassiter 
4.  Walton
5.  Mill Creek
6.  Chattahoochee 
7.  West Forsyth  
8.  Kennesaw Mountain
9.  grayson
10.  Alpharetta

Class a-aaaaa
1.  Cambridge
2.  Westminster
3.  Kell
4.  Mcintosh 
5.  northview
6.  Woodward Academy
7.  st. Pius X
8.  starr’s Mill
9.  blessed trinity
10.  Columbus

BOYS girlS

lacroSSe rankingS
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CollEgE sports

Playing in its first Elite Eight game since 
2004, the fourth-seeded UGA women’s 

basketball team lost in overtime to the second-
seeded California Golden Bears 65-62 in Spo-
kane, Wash., on Monday night. Georgia had 
three players eclipse double-digit points and 
even led by double digits at one point in the 
second half, but the team could not hold off a 
fierce rally by the Golden Bears.
 When regulation ended and overtime be-
gan, California looked like a different team, 
scoring nine straight points to put the game 
out of reach. Georgia made the final score look 
more respectable with a couple of free throws 
in the final seconds. 
 The loss ended the Lady Dogs’ run in 
March Madness just days after the team upset 
the top-seeded Stanford Cardinal.
g-dAY Fun ...
 The football team has been hunkering 
down for spring practice over the past month 
to try and improve for the upcoming season. 
Mark Richt and his staff will take part in the 
annual G-Day scrimmage this Saturday. Fans 
will pack Sanford Stadium for an early pre-
view of this year’s team.
 Keep an eye out for middle linebacker 
Amarlo Herrera as he will be replacing Alec 
Ogletree. Herrera has game-time experience, 
and it should be interesting to see how defen-

While the wins haven’t come at the pace they 
did at the start of the baseball season, the 

Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets have continued to 
get strong play from several players at the plate 
and on the mound. Kyle Wren has maintained a 
17-game hitting streak through April 2, which 
leads the ACC. He is also coming off a week in 
which he went 10-for-15 at the plate, a .667 av-
erage. He has maintained a batting average over 
.400 the entire season and is among the top five 
in average in the conference. 
 While Buck Farmer and his perfect re-
cord have been the story from the pitching side 
of things, there was another Jacket pitcher, 
Dusty Isaacs, who stole the spotlight away 
from Farmer this week. In the first game of 
Saturday’s doubleheader against Wake Forest, 
Isaacs struck out eight and allowed just one hit 
over seven shutout innings in the Jackets’ 8-1 
victory over the Demon Deacons. His perfor-
mance was enough to be named ACC Pitcher 
of the Week as he earned his fourth victory of 
the season. Another highlight of the weekend 
was Daniel Palka, who homered in four con-
secutive games last week, bringing his home 
run total to eight for the season. 

sive coordinator Todd Grantham utilizes him 
in his game plan.
 The University of Georgia Athletic Asso-
ciation and Nike are now in a partnership to 
provide state-of-the-art jerseys for the football 
team, men’s and women’s basketball teams 
and track and field teams.
 The updated uniforms offer the university 
a “consistent, distinctive” look for all the ath-
letic teams with an updated letter and number 
font. Even though changes and improvisations 
were made, Nike still implemented the rich tra-
dition of the Georgia “G” as the university’s 
primary logo. The changes appear to be a hit 
with the team.
  “I feel great in them,” said Aaron Murray. 
“When you put them on you feel like you’re 
not wearing much. It’s a lot more flexible and 
breathable. I really enjoy wearing them.”
ChAnge needed ...
 The Diamond Dawgs have a chance to 
stop the season-long bleeding with a winning 
streak this weekend. Ever since Georgia won 
an early March series against Liberty, the team 
has not been able to put together a winning 
streak. Georgia has just four wins since March 
9. After beating KSU Tuesday, the team wel-
comes in Missouri this weekend. 
  Nieman can be reached at  
cnieman@scoreatl.com.

Just short ...
 Even with the strong individual perfor-
mances, the Jackets stumbled a bit in the final 
game after a late-inning rally came up short 
in an 8-6 loss. Two three-run home runs from 
Palka and A.J. Murray turned a blowout into 
a close game, but the Jackets couldn’t quite 
complete the comeback. The Jackets then trav-
eled to Macon to take on Mercer. The Bears 
have  managed an impressive start in the At-
lantic Sun Conference. Tech dug itself into a 
hole early and couldn’t recover after allowing 
the Bears’ bats to get hot. Tech fell 10-1.

rudniK reCogniZed ...
 Jackets’ catcher and third baseman Aly-
sha Rudnik earned ACC Player of the Week 
honors for the second time this season after 
hitting a scorching .750 from the plate. The 
junior went 9-for-12 with three doubles and 
a home run over four games. She contrib-
uted much of that in a crucial series win on 
the road at N.C. State, helping to improve the 
team’s record in conference play to 4-2 de-
spite hovering around .500 overall. 
 Caiafa can be reached at 
rcaiafa@scoreatl.com.

Lady Dogs eliminated in quarterfinals Wren stays hot for baseball team

teCH
  BuZZ

By Chris Nieman By Ryan Caiafa

BuLLdog     
    Beat

Tuesday, March 25 was a day that Ken-
nesaw State will long remember as a day 

that started a new era. The school introduced 
Brian Bohannon as its first head football 
coach for a program that will kick off in 2015.
 “Let me just first say how humbled and 
honored I am to be here today,” Bohannon said 
in front of a standing-room only crowd inside 
the locker room at Fifth Third Bank Stadium. 
“This is something you look forward to in our 
profession and I’m honored to be a part of an 
institution that is as special as this one is. I’m 
truly excited and it’s surreal for me to hear 
‘first head football coach’ at Kennesaw State.”
 Bohannon is a coach who has plenty of 
experience in Georgia, which is the one thing 
athletic director Vaughn Williams said he 
was looking for. Bohannon spent the last five 
years as the quarterbacks/B-backs coach at 
Georgia Tech with prior stops at Navy, Geor-
gia Southern and Gardner-Webb. He has also 
coached with current Tech head coach Paul 
Johnson at each of those schools. 
 
high PrAise ...
 “I commend Athletic Director Vaughn Wil-
liams for a superb choice among some top can-
didates for the head football coach at Kennesaw 
State University,” Johnson said shortly after 

move to Sun belt offers challenges bohannon hired as program’s first coach

pantHer
  proWL

oWL
 outLooK

By Jay Underwood By Brian Jones
Bohannon was hired. “Brian Bohannon has an 
excellent background in the state of Georgia 
both as a player and coach at the University of 
Georgia, Georgia Southern and Georgia Tech.”
 Because of the background Bohannon 
has with the option offense, it is likely the 
Owls will employ the same offense Tech has 
run the last five years. However, Bohannon 
has said that there will be some pistol and 
shotgun mixed in as well.
 Bohannon said his next course of action 
will be to hire a coaching staff and focus on re-
cruiting. The 2014 class will be the program’s 
first and will need to be ready to play in 2015. 
 
get Your tiCKets …
 Bohannon is getting ready for the inau-
gural season and KSU is making sure the fans 
are also. This past Monday, the school started 
accepting Letters of Intent for fans that want 
to purchase season tickets. 
 The LOI program is a formal request that 
requires a deposit to enter into the Priority 
Seating Program that uses points to distribute 
priority when selecting seat locations among 
donors. The Owls will play at the Fifth Third 
Bank stadium, which holds 8,300 people. 
 Jones can be reached at  
bjones@scoreatl.com.

Football spring practice has begun under 
the new leadership of Trent Miles. Georgia 

State will be preparing for its first season in 
the Sun Belt Conference in 2013 after spend-
ing the past three seasons in FCS. Players 
are looking to gain understanding of the new 
systems on offense and defense. With every 
coach on the staff being replaced, look for 
there to be positions battles taking place all 
across the field during spring drills and con-
tinuing all the way up until the season opener.

oPen CoMPetition ...
 New offensive coordinator Jeff Jagodzin-
ski will have to identify who he wants to be un-
der center to lead the offense in 2013. All of the 
quarterbacks return from last season, but Jag-
odzinski could look for a freshman to step up 
and take the reigns. New running backs coach 
Thomas Brown has to replace the production 
lost with Donald Brown’s graduation.
 The best and most proven player on the 
roster is Albert Wilson, so the coaches will be 
looking for creative ways to get the ball into his 
hands to let him make plays in the open field. 
This spring, Miles will be attempting to figure 
out how to get his best players on the field and 
how to position his team best for success. 

tAlented trAnsFer ...
 The men’s basketball team received a 
boost recently with the transfer of Ryan Har-
row from Kentucky. Harrow will be able 
to man the point and facilitate the offense, 
creating more efficient opportunities for 
R.J. Hunter, who is coming off an outstand-
ing freshman season. This addition will also 
create a solid rotation to go with Devonta 
White, who was second on the team is scor-
ing last season while leading the team with 
3.9 assists per game. 
 Next season will be the first for the Pan-
thers in the Sun Belt Conference and coaches 
will need to see development in their young 
forwards for the team to find success at the 
next level. With no true center on the roster 
for next season, Ron Hunter will need to use 
the athleticism and speed of his team to run 
his trapping zone and get out in transition to 
score easy buckets. Rebounding will have to 
be done by committee next year and will have 
to see more production from Markus Crider 
and T.J. Shipes. If the Panthers are able to 
play within their system, they should compete 
for the Sun Belt title next season.
 Proctor can be reached at 
fproctor@scoreatl.com.
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Hawks jostling for playoff position

With seven games remaining as of Wednes-
day afternoon, the Atlanta Hawks are 

in a furious fight for seeding in the Eastern 
Conference playoffs. Spots four through six 
are currently separated by two games in the 
standings. Atlanta (42-33) stands in fifth 
place, one game ahead of Chicago and one 
back of Brooklyn for home-court advantage 
in the first round. If the Hawks hold their 
ground or pass Brooklyn, they will be part of 
the 4-5 opener with the winner likely to meet 
top-seeded Miami. Should Atlanta drop be-
low the Bulls, it would face either New York 
or Indiana in round one.
   Larry Drew’s squad has no more remain-
ing dates against either Brooklyn or Chicago. 
It wrapped up the season 2-2 against the Nets 
and 1-2 against the Bulls. Among its final sev-
en are two meetings with the Knicks (results 
of Wednesday’s showdown were not avail-
able at press time) and two with the 76ers. 
The team will also battle San Antonio, Mil-
waukee and Toronto.
   Heading into this final stretch, Atlanta 
picked up some important momentum by 
winning two in a row for the first time since 
a three-game surge from March 13 to March 
17. The Hawks beat Orlando last Saturday 
and took care of Cleveland on Monday.

inJurY bug …  
   Many NBA teams are feeling the brunt of 
70-something games during their stretch runs of 
the regular seasons and the Hawks are no ex-
ception. The most serious injury, of course, is 
to Zaza Pachulia. The veteran center had been 
dealing with an Achilles problem since mid-
January and he announced last weekend that he 
would undergo season-ending surgery. Pachulia 
is set to become an unrestricted free agent, so he 
may have played his last game with the Hawks.
   “After thoroughly reviewing the possible 
options with Zaza, we all felt this was the best 
decision to ensure Zaza’s complete recovery so 
that he can be at 100 percent going forward,” 
general manager Danny Ferry told the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution. “Zaza is a professional 
with a strong work ethic. The Hawks will con-
tinue to be completely supportive as he tackles 
the return to play process.”
    Among the other walking wounded are John 
Jenkins and Devin Harris. Jenkins missed games 
on Saturday and Monday due to a mild concus-
sion, while Harris was sideline by a sore left foot 
for three contests before returning with a bang 
(17 points vs. Orlando and 25 points vs. Cleve-
land). Al Horford is injury free, but he missed two 
games last week with a stomach virus.
 Dimon can be reached at 
rdimon@scoreatl.com.

With spring training now in the rearview 
mirror, the Braves opened the 2013 sea-

son with a flurry of home runs to beat the Phila-
delphia Phillies 7-5. Freddie Freeman and Dan 
Uggla each crushed home runs in their first 
at-bats of the season and new left fielder Justin 
Upton added a home run to help Atlanta chase 
Phillies starter Cole Hamels from the game. 
 “It’s a great start, I’ll tell you that,” said 
Upton to reporters following the game. “Be-
ing able to contribute to the first win of the 
season my first game here, it’s a great feeling. 
Hopefully we can just keep going out and 
playing good baseball.”
 Upton finished 1-for-4 with the solo 
home run. He struck out twice in his Braves’ 
debut while brother B.J. Upton went 0-for-4 
with one strikeout. Freeman collected three 
hits and drove home three runs. Uggla was 
1-for-3 with two runs scored while Gerald 
Laird was 2-for-4 in his Braves’ debut. 
 
brAVes PitChing ...
 Opening Day starter Tim Hudson was 
staked to a 4-0 lead entering the fifth inning, 
but Hudson, making his sixth career Opening 
Day start, could not make it out of the frame 
as Luis Avilan came on after Hudson labored 
through 90 pitches in 4.1 innings of work. 

Todd McClure announced his retirement 
March 25, ending a 13-year career for the 

team’s starting center in 2012. McClure was 
a seventh-round pick in the 1999 draft and 
his career was temporarily halted before it 
got started as McClure suffered a torn ACL 
during training camp his rookie year, sidelin-
ing him for the season. The following year, 
McClure earned the starting center spot and 
would keep it for the next 12 seasons, missing 
only one game. He holds the franchise record 
with 148 consecutive starts. 
big honor ...
 Following McClure’s announcement, 
owner Arthur Blank indicated that there will 
be an invitation to join the team’s Ring of 
Honor in McClure’s future.
 “You deserve to be in that Ring of Honor 
and we will get you there as soon as we can,” 
said Blank. 
 Only eight former Falcons players have 
earned banners in the Ring of Honor. The 
greats include William Andrews, Jessie Tug-
gle, Mike Kenn, Claude Humphrey, Steve 
Bartkowski, Jeff Van Note, Deion Sanders 
and Tommy Nobis. 
 The defense made headlines the next 
day by signing 31-year-old defensive end Osi 
Umenyiora. The former Giant will be used to 

Avilan earned the win and Craig Kimbrel 
pitched a perfect ninth to record his first save 
of the year. The bullpen is readjusting after 
news broke that reliever Jonny Venters would 
have to visit Dr. James Andrews over elbow 
discomfort. Jordan Walden will likely see his 
role increase if Venters’ stay on the disabled 
list grows into something more serious.
 
debuting brAVes ...
 Several other players made their Braves’ 
debuts in Monday’s victory. Chris Johnson 
looks like a budding star at third base, mak-
ing a tough play look easy on the game’s first 
ball put into play. At the plate, Johnson was 
2-for-3 with one run scored as he looked the 
part of a crafty veteran, scoring on a double-
play. Ramiro Pena also entered the game as a 
first-time Brave. He grounded out as a pinch 
hitter in the eighth inning. 
 Evan Gattis will likely make his debut this 
week either at catcher or as a pinch hitter. The 26-
year old won a spot on the roster with an incred-
ible spring and showed off some serious power 
with a massive home run in Atlanta’s 10-0 win 
over the Future Stars in a final exhibition. Gattis 
blasted six home runs in spring training. 
 Proctor can be reached at 
fproctor@scoreatl.com.

Falcons set to honor retired mcClure

HaWKS
    HaVen

FaLConS
    Beat

By Ricky Dimon By Craig Sager II

Atlanta’s offense shines on Opening Day

CHop 
  SHop

By Fletcher Proctor

For the second straight season, the Gwinnett 
Gladiators are champions of the ECHL’s 

South Division. The Glads finished the regu-
lar season by winning seven of their last eight 
games, including a 4-1 win over Greenville to 
clinch the division on the season’s final day. 
 Winning the division means that Gwinnett 
will have home-ice advantage in the first round 
of the Kelly Cup playoffs. The Gladiators will 
open the postseason at the Arena at Gwinnett 
Center against division-rival South Carolina 
Friday night. The first-round, like each round of 
the playoffs, will be a best-of-seven.
PlAYer reCognition …
 Forward Casey Pierro-Zabotel and defen-
seman Sacha Guimond were both named to 
the 2013 All-ECHL First Team after turning 
in remarkable regular seasons. Pierro-Zabotel 
finished fifth in the league in scoring with 75 
points in 66 games. The forward had 22 goals 
and 53 assists during the 2012-13 season. 
 Guimond was also named to the ECHL 
All-Rookie team after posting 47 points in his 
first season with Gwinnett. He led all ECHL 
defenseman with nine power-play goals, 29 
power-play points and 20 power-play assists. 
 Pierro-Zabotel played five games in the 
AHL with Charlotte but has been called back 

to the Gladiators and will be in uniform when 
the playoffs begin.
PlAYoFF PreVieW …
 The quest for the Kelly Cup begins this 
weekend against the South Carolina Sting-
rays. The Gladiators finished third in the con-
ference and the Stingrays finished sixth. Just 
over a week ago, the teams split two games 
in a home-and-home series, which could be a 
harbinger of how this series could go. Gwin-
nett won eight of the 14 games against South 
Carolina this season and each game was tightly 
contested. This should be a seven-game series.
 If the Glads want to win this series, they 
will have to depend on rookie goaltender Louis 
Domingue, who allowed just two goals on 42 shots 
in the last two regular season games. Domingue 
won 23 games with a .904 save percentage this 
season. The 21-year old recorded three shutouts in 
the regular season and has shown that he is capable 
of stealing a game or two.
 A big plus for the postseason is the return 
of Pierro-Zabotel. He will be counted on to 
make plays and put the puck in the back of the 
net if the Gladiators are to have a successful 
run in the playoffs. 
 Deighton can be reached at 
jdeighton@scoreatl.com.

Gwinnett repeats as South Division champs

gwINNett
  gLaDIatOrs

By Joe Deighton

pro sports

help improve a pass rush that ranked No. 28 in 
the league last season. Umenyiora helped the 
Giants win the 2011 Super Bowl and earned 
All-Pro honors in 2010.   
Free At lAst ...
 Wednesday, the Falcons added much-
needed depth to the linebacker position by 
signing Brian Banks. The 27-year old was ex-
onerated last year after being falsely accused 
in a California rape case and serving more 
than five years. Banks had tryouts for Seattle, 
San Diego and Kansas City last year but failed 
to make a roster. Banks’ frame convinced gen-
eral manager Thomas Dimitroff that he could 
be able to contribute to this team. 
 “He has worked extremely hard for this 
chance over the last year and he has shown us 
that he is prepared for this opportunity,” said 
Dimitroff. 
  The NFL Draft begins April 25 and histo-
ry indicates the Falcons could maximize their 
large quantity of picks to make a trade. The 
current roster would not allow them to draft 
and sign 11 players, making a trade likely if 
the team feels an end is available. 
 Cornerback is also a position of need as 
Brent Grimes was not re-signed.   
 Sager can be reached at 
csager@scoreatl.com.
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Great rates!   book your date!

mAKE yOUR OCCASION A SUCCESS!

WHAT AbOUT
   yOU?
We want to hear from you!
Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. Give us feedback on 
your favorite articles, tell 
us what you’d like to see in 
upcoming issues and stay up-
to-date on sporting news from 
metro Atlanta!

facebook.com/ 
scoreatlantasports

@scoreatlanta

trIVIa
 aNswer

Atlanta has hosted the men’s 
Final Four four times: 1977, 

2002, 2007 and 2013.
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